
 

 

First United Church 

 
 

Sunday, May 22, 2022 10:30 a.m. 
 

Purpose:  Building Relationships, 
Living God’s Transforming Love. 

 
Gathering 

 
Prelude:    World music for piano                                      John Carter 
             One Bread, One Body; Jesus, You have come to the Lakeshore; When We are Living 
 
 

Welcome, Acknowledgement of Territory, Announcements, and Lighting of the Candle  
 
 

• Introit        Let us build a house (verse 1)                               MV 1 
  (Processing of the Light and Word, lighting of the Christ Candle.) 

 
1 Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 
 A place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 
 Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 
 here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
  All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place 
                                                       

• Call to Worship 
 
The beauty and wonder of the world and the universe have been created by God. 
The joys of the world and all that share life in creation have been blessed by God. 
The anger and frustration of the world and creation have been heard by God. 
The fears and anxieties of the world and the universe have been overcome by God. 
God is with us wherever we go. Blessed be the God who is with us still. 
The presence of God surrounds us, the demands of God confront us, the challenges of God inspire us. 
God directs us with care.  God confronts us with truth.  God supports us with love. 
Such a God we honour by offering our worship and praise this day. 
 
 

• Hymn           “In Christ, There is No East or West”                    VU 606  
  

1 In Christ there is no east or west, 
 in him no south or north, 
 but one great family of love 
 throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
2 In him shall true hearts everywhere 
 their high communion find; 
 his service is the golden cord 
 close binding humankind. 
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3 Join hands, then, people of the faith, 
 whate'er your race may be; 
 all children of the living God 
 are surely kin to me. 
 
4 In Christ now meet both east and west, 
 in him meet south and north; 
 all Christ-like souls are one in him 
 throughout the whole wide earth. 
                 

• Prayer of Approach 
  
God who lures us into awe, God who resources us with wisdom, as we gather to honour you in 
song and prayer and holy yearning may our living in the coming days honour your will and your 
ways that all earth’s people and all creation might come closer to living in unity and peace. 
Attend us and guide us as we seek to build relationships and live your transforming love.  
Amen. 

 
 

Children’s Story:  “It’s Okay to Be Different” by Sharon Purtill 
  

• Hymn     Draw the Circle Wide                                                MV 145 
 

 Refrain 
 Draw the circle wide. Draw it wider still. 
 Let this be our song, no one stands alone, 
 standing side by side, draw the circle wide. 
 
1. God the still-point of the circle, 
 ‘round whom all creation turns; 
 nothing lost, but held forever, 
 in God’s gracious arms. 
 
2. Let our hearts touch far horizons, 
 so encompass great and small; 
 let our loving know no borders, 
 faithful to God’s call. 
  
3. Let the dreams we dream be larger, 
 than we’ve ever dreamed before; 
 let the dream of Christ be in us, 
 open every door. 
   
                                                                              
Scripture Lesson:      Revelation 21:1-6       
                                     Acts 11:1-18 (told orally) 
           Herein is wisdom. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Ministry of Music:   There is a Balm in Gilead                        Spiritual, arr. M. Hayes 
                                           Cydney Morris, soloist 
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Sermon:   “Inclusion” 
                               
Time of Offering  
                                                                                
Prayer of Dedication 
 
Holy God, Loving God, may new life arise from our gifts: for the suffering, new hope of healing; 
for the downcast, a new hope of happiness; for the struggling, a new hope of confidence; for 
the bereaved, a new hope of peace; for all people everywhere, the hope of new life in the Risen 
Christ.  Thanks be to you, Holy God. Amen 
 

•  Call to Prayer  There is room for all                             MV 62 
 

There is room for all in the shadow of God’s wing; 
 there is room for all, sheltered in God’s love. 
 And I rejoice and sing,  
 “My refuge and my rock, in whom I trust.” 
 There is room for all, there is room for all! 

•  Repeat 
                                                                                           
Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Divine Parent, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kin(g)dom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kin(g)dom, the power and the glory, 

           forever and ever.  Amen 
 

• Hymn “Now There Is No Male or Female”                                                                VU 627 
 
1 Now there is no male or female, 
  now there is no free or slave, 
 now there is no Jew or Gentile 
  in the earth Christ died to save. 
 Christ has set us free for freedom: 
  we no more sing slavery's creed; 
 old submissions cannot claim us, 
  Christ has set us free indeed. 
 
2 Crucified with Christ the Saviour, 
  baptised in his holy death, 
 and as Christ was raised to glory 
  we have new life on this earth. 
 Power of water and God's naming, 
  turning us from dark to light, 
 joins us to those who, before us, 
  ran the race and fought the fight. 
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3 Death has no dominion o'er him, 
  so for us death holds no power; 
 life's own waters now have marked us 
  born to God this very hour. 
 From this moment and forever 
  dead to sin, alive in Christ, 
 born of water and the Spirit, 
  now in Christ we find our life. 
 
             

• Commissioning and Blessing 

 
Challenge us, O Spirit, for inclusion beyond the familiar. 
We take up the Spirit’ invitation to welcome and value those who are marginalized, queer, 
despised,  
and also ourselves. 
Journey with us, O Spirit, keeping us company on the road. 
for on the road of faith we encounter differing perspectives, flexibility in our loving more 
important  
than our certainty. 
Bless us with your grace, O God, giving us the courage and strength to proclaim the gospel. 
We go forth to live faithfully, to be your living love. 
May the grace of Christ attend us, the love of God surround us, and the Holy Spirit keep us, this day 
and always.  Amen. 
 
[Gord Dunbar, Kincardine PC, Kindcardine, ON.  In Gathering, (Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2021-2022) page 85. Used with 
permission] 

 

 Amen, Amen, Hallelujah, Amen                                   VU 974 
 

(The Light of Christ goes before us into the World) 

Postlude Prelude in Classic Style                        Gordon Young 
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