
Page 1 of 4 

-Lifestyle evangelism- 

Date:  May 22, 2022 (Easter 6) 

1.  Texts:  Acts 16:9-15; Ps. 67; Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5; John 14:23-29. 

2.  Subject:  discipleship. 

3.  Topic:  lifestyle as affirmation and proclamation. 

4.  Aim:  educate, challenge. 

5.  Proposition:  “Our lifestyles prove our love for God.” 

 

OUR LOVE, OUR LIVES 

 

 I’m not big on the Ten Commandments.  Most of the time, Christians use 

them as a club, a weapon to impose their own morals and ethics. 

 

 I’m much better with the Two Great Commandments.  They are aimed at 

changing our characters and so at transforming our world. 

 

 However, I’m not always that good with obeying the Two Great 

Commandments.  Most of the time, I do try, but when it comes to something I 

don’t want to do or someone I don’t even like, then the obedience becomes more 

difficult.   

 

 Today’s reading from John’s Gospel casts a different and perhaps correcting 

light on our obedience to Christ’s commands, including those Two Great 

Commandments. 

 

Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the 

word…is from the Father who sent me. 

Jesus’ words go straight to the issue of obedience, but in a way that links our 

lifestyle to our love for God.  “Whoever does not love me does not keep my 

words; and the word…is from the Father who sent me.” 

 

 Let’s re-phrase that in a positive statement:  “Whoever keeps my words 

loves me and my words come directly from God the Father.” 

 

 A new truth begins to dawn on us.  Our obedience is proof of our love for 

Gode.  How we live proves our love.  Our lifestyles demonstrate how we love 

God. 
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 This changes our perspective on obedience.  We’re not obeying a set of rules 

and regulations.  Our obedience is much different.  Our obedience tells God that 

we love him.  Our obedience tells us that we love him.  Our obedience tells others 

that we love God. 

 

 This changes things, doesn’t it.  Our lives become a reaffirmation of faith 

and a confirmation of our relationship with God.  Our lives become proclamation 

of faith to our world.  Our lifestyles, lived in obedience to God, are public 

declarations of salvation—our own and the salvation of others.   

 

 So, what you do in obedience to God is not following a set of 

commandments.  What you do in obedience to God is your footsteps along the 

path of loving God.  That attitude makes a difference, because we all want to love 

God.  We actually enjoy telling God that we love him.  It helps us to say time and 

again, “God, I really do love you—even if it doesn’t always seem like it.”  And it 

certainly can help others when we say, “You know what?  I love God.”   

 

 Now, how are we going to make this understanding of obedience practical?  

It will definitely help to know what the commandments of Jesus are.  So, I looked 

up every use of the word “commandment” in the four Gospels.  Here’s the 

majority of what I came up with. 

[Jesus] said to him, ‘ “You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

mind.” 38This is the greatest and first commandment. 39And a 

second is like it: “You shall love your neighbour as 

yourself.” 40On these two commandments hang all the law and 

the prophets.’1 
 

For I have not spoken on my own, but the Father who sent me 

has himself given me a commandment about what to say and 

what to speak. 50And I know that his commandment is eternal 

life. What I speak, therefore, I speak just as the Father has told 

me.’2 
 

 
1 Matthew 22:37-40. 
2 John 12:49-50. 
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I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just 

as I have loved you, you also should love one another.3 
 

They who have my commandments and keep them are those 

who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, 

and I will love them and reveal myself to them.’4 
 

If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just 

as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.5  
 

‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 

loved you.6 

 

 It’s pretty amazing.  Jesus spent very little time talking about 

commandments.  But when he did talk about them, it was most often in terms of 

loving God and loving one another.   

 

 We know what Jesus commanded.  We now have to make opportunities to 

love God in practical terms.  We do that, I suppose, through our worship and 

prayer.  We do that through our financial and volunteer support of the Church.  

We love God when we support the food bank or the second hand store or the 

warming station at the community hall.   

 

 We now have to make opportunities to love others in practical terms.  So, 

when someone asks us for some money for food, we give.  We buy groceries for 

the food bank.  We give our gently used clothes to outlets that can meet the needs 

of the homeless.  I guess we do, what the Lord himself suggested we do: 

for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 

gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 

me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you 

took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.7 

 

 
3 John 13:34. 
4 John 14:12.   
5 John 15:10.   
6 John 15:12 
7 Matthew 25:35-36.   
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 We share the love of God that we have with others so that they might 

experience it.  We serve God as his proclamation in our communities.  That’s how 

we love others as we love God.   

 

 “Whoever keeps my words loves me and my words come directly from God 

the Father.”  That’s what Jesus thought about obedience.  Nowhere was obedience 

a matter of rules.  Rather, obedience is all about loving God in meaningful and 

practical ways.  Our obedience points to our love for God and our love for others.  

That will make obedience just a little bit easier. 

 

 AMEN.   


