
1 Thessalonians 2:1–12; 17–20 (ESV) 
For you yourselves know, brothers, that our coming 
to you was not in vain. 2 But though we had already 
suffered and been shamefully treated at Philippi, as 
you know, we had boldness in our God to declare to 
you the gospel of God in the midst of much conflict.  
3 For our appeal does not spring from error or  
impurity or any attempt to deceive, 4 but just as we 
have been approved by God to be entrusted with the 
gospel, so we speak, not to please man, but to 
please God who tests our hearts. 5 For we never 
came with words of flattery, as you know, nor with a 
pretext for greed—God is witness. 6  Nor did we seek 
glory from people, whether from you or from others,  
though we could have made demands as apostles of 
Christ. 7 But we were gentle among you, like a  
nursing mother taking care of her own children. 8 So, 
being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready 
to share with you not only the gospel of God but also 
our own selves, because you had become very dear 
to us. 

9 For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: 
we worked night and day, that we might not be a 
burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you 
the gospel of God. 10 You are witnesses, and God  
also, how holy and righteous and blameless was our 
conduct toward you believers. 11 For you know 
how, like a father with his children, 12 we exhorted 
each one of you and encouraged you and  
charged you to walk in a manner worthy of God,  
who calls you into his own kingdom and glory. 
 
17 But since we were torn away from you, brothers, 
for a short time, in person not in heart, we  
endeavored the more eagerly and with great  
desire to see you face to face, 18 because we wanted 
to come to you—I, Paul, again and again—but  
Satan hindered us. 19 For what is our hope or joy or 
crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at his  
coming? Is it not you? 20 For you are our glory and 
joy.  
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Introduction 
 
 

 
1.  Love all people, especially those in your local church family.  
 
 1 Thessalonians 2:17–20 
 
 
 
 1 Thessalonians  2:8 
 
 

 
 



2.  Help others to grow in Christ,  especially in light of the Great Day. 
 
 1 Thessalonians 2:19  

 

 

 

 “. . . 13 his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, 

and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work. 14 If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. 
15 If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.” 

               1 Corinthians 3:13–15 

 

 

 

 “28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone 

 mature in Christ. 29 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me.” 

                Colossians 1:28–29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Prioritize the gospel, especially in a culture that is hostile to it. 
 

 1 Thessalonians 2:2 

 

 

 

 1 Thessalonians 2:8–9 

 

 

 

 “Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”  Colossians 3:13 

 

 

 

 “Let the name of Whitfield be forgotten, let it be trodden under the feet of all men, if Jesus may thereby be  

 glorified. . . Let my name die, so that the cause of Jesus may live.”  —George Whitfield 

 

 

 


