
Sunday, May 22, 2022  
Rural Life Sunday 

 

Musicians ~ Barbara-Lynn & David Goodwin 

Minister ~ Jan Richardson 

Greetings & Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory 
The relationship to the land, water, and territory is a sacred element of First Nations identity and 
wellness. We acknowledge with respect the traditional territories on which much of our worship, 
work, play, and learning takes place. 

We celebrate, together, the gift of being stewards of the earth and bearers of 
fruit. 
 

Candle Lighting & Centering  
"To have a bit of ground, to scratch it with a hoe, to plant seeds and watch the renewal of life -

this is the commonest delight of the race, the most satisfactory thing a person can do." - Charles 

Dudley Warner 

Call to Worship 
Taken from the earth... 

like lumps of clay. 
Made from the soil... 

like lumps of clay. 
Moulded and fashioned... 

like lumps of clay. 
Worked and re-worked... 

like lumps of clay. 
 
People of God, look around you! 
Look and see what God has made— 
fellow earth creatures... 

creations of beauty! 
The birds of the air, 
the fish of the sea... 

creations of joy! 
Every star, every planet, 
every atom, every quark... 

creations of love! 
As part of this love-given, joy-filled, beautiful creation,  
let us give thanks to the Potter who gave us life and form—  

Alleluia. Alleluia! ALLELUIA! 
Reprinted with permission from Recognizing That Food Is Sacred: Seed Service 
https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/recognizing-food-sacred-service.pdf  

 

https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/recognizing-food-sacred-service.pdf


*Hymn of Praise: It’s a Song of Praise to the Maker #30 MV  
Words: Ruth Duck, 1992 © 1992 by GIA Publications, Inc. Music: Ron Klusmeier © 1992 by Ron Klusmeier, 
www.musiklus.com. Used by permission of OneLicence.net Annual Renewal A-605521   

Video version shared by Pacific Spirit United Church  https://youtu.be/vf63mbiP6S0  

 

Soul Pause ~ Breath as Life  
Soil has a metabolism that requires air. Good soil structure allows space for breathing. Advancing 
food production and food healthfulness will only come in conjunction with practices that allow the 
soil to breathe. Limiting compaction and disturbances are key. As goes the soil, so go we. How 
many of us feel too squished and disturbed to breathe deeply enough to think and pray, still before 
God? Why is this? What is “compacting” the breath out of us?  https://www.circle-m.ca/conversation-
starters#FaithandFarming  

 
The Land Prays Too, by Tim Wray 

In a rare moment I’m actively still. 
A poser. 
Dog pose. Warrior pose. Child’s pose. Farmer pose? 
Two gifts mix, earth and breath. 
My posing makes me aware. 
Able to pray with focus. 
Grounded and breathing, I believe this is how the land prays too. 
Ruach infused. 
Posing before the heavens. 
A mix of earth and breath. 
Actively still. 
https://www.circle-m.ca/conversation-starters#FaithandFarming 

 
A Reading from Genesis 1:1 - 2:4a ~ A poetic reading of the first Creation Story in Genesis 

and a prayer adapted from Philip Newell’s Celtic Treasure. 

https://www.comolakeunitedchurch.com/news/genesis-1-from-the-celtic-treasure  

 

Special Music ~Watch the Field Behind the Plough https://youtu.be/PUM8mXJre1c  
(Written by Stan Rogers, offered today as a duet by Jan & Bob Richardson) 

 

Minister’s Message/Reflection  
 
*Offering Hymn: We Plough the Fields #520 VU 
Words: Matthias Claudius 1782, translated by Jane Montgomery Campbell 1861. Music: Johann Abraham Peter Schulz 
1800. Public Domain.  Video version shared by Chet Valley Churches https://youtu.be/ccVEjKFkAV4  

 
Minute for Mission ~ Nutrition Program in Somalia Helps Save Lives 
https://united-church.ca/stories/nutrition-program-somalia-helps-save-lives 

 
Prayer of Dedication ~ 
We thank you, 0 God, that you have given us the seed, the water, the air and 
soil, upon which all of us depend. Fill our hearts with a sense of the seriousness 

http://www.musiklus.com/
https://youtu.be/vf63mbiP6S0
https://www.circle-m.ca/conversation-starters#FaithandFarming
https://www.circle-m.ca/conversation-starters#FaithandFarming
https://www.circle-m.ca/conversation-starters#FaithandFarming
https://www.comolakeunitedchurch.com/news/genesis-1-from-the-celtic-treasure
https://youtu.be/PUM8mXJre1c
https://youtu.be/ccVEjKFkAV4
https://united-church.ca/stories/nutrition-program-somalia-helps-save-lives


of the responsibility in caring for them. Guide us as we sow, in order that the 
seed may fall on good soil. May we be ever conscious of your presence while we 
work. Amen. https://catholicrurallife.org/wp-content/uploads/RuralLifeCelebrationHandbookUPDATE.pdf  

 
Prayers of the People: Like a Seed 
For all the blessings of this life, 
we give thanks to You, Creator God. 
For families, friends, colleagues, neighbors, and strangers, 
who nurture us, that the love of God may grow within. 
That Your love, your Word, like a seed, 
may grow to produce in us, good fruit. 

May your love be like a seed, taking root and growing strong. 
For the leaders of various nations and cities, 
that they may lead with strong hearts and gentle hands and generous spirits, 
with compassion and mercy, with wisdom and grace. 
May they reflect your will guiding all their actions and decisions. 
May your love be like a seed, taking root and growing strong. 
For those who serve in harm’s way,  
those who live in dangerous places, 
those who live in areas of war and strife, 
those who live in fear, 
those who worry about employment, bills, food, 
and struggle just to find dignity in life. 
May your grace bring peace and safety to all people, one to another. 
May your love be like a seed, taking root and growing strong. 
For those who suffer from any illness or dis-ease— 
of mind, body, or spirit. 
Restore these, and all those we carry in our hearts, to fullness of health— 
health as only you, O God, can bring. 
May your mercy shower each of us with healing mercy and love. 
May your love be like a seed, taking root and growing strong. 
For those who are dying, and for those who have died. 
Send forth your comforting love. 
Give solace to those who mourn. 
Console those who grieve. 
May your grace surround us 
like a mantle upon our heads, 
a shawl upon our shoulders, 
a hand, to hold our hand. 
May your love, be like a seed, taking root and growing strong. 
Amen — written by Terri and posted on https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2012/08/prayers-of-people-like-seed.html   

& The Prayer Jesus Taught  

*Sending Forth: 
May the blessing of God be within us and amongst us, 
May we be a blessing to the earth and she to us. 
May we be seeds of renewal and hope. 

The Peace of God, the Love of Christ,  

https://catholicrurallife.org/wp-content/uploads/RuralLifeCelebrationHandbookUPDATE.pdf
http://re-worship.blogspot.ca/2012/08/prayers-of-people-like-seed.html
https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2012/08/prayers-of-people-like-seed.html


the Breath of the Spirit 
be with us as we go. 
http://www.pastornet.net.au/envcomm/Resources/Creation%20Sunday/OUR_PLACE_IN_CREATION.doc. 

 

*Parting Hymn: God, We Praise You For The Morning #415 VU 
Words: Jim Strathdee and Jean Strathdee. Music: Jim Strathdee © 1985 Desert Flower Music.  
Used with the permission of OneLicence.net Annual Renewal A-605521  
Video version by the composers https://strathdeemusic.com/GodWePraise.html  

http://www.pastornet.net.au/envcomm/Resources/Creation%20Sunday/OUR_PLACE_IN_CREATION.doc
https://strathdeemusic.com/GodWePraise.html

