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Mary Lee Slater 
Born September 22, 1932, Aberdeen, SD 

 

Deceased April, 19, 2022, Monterey CA 
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The Holy Spirit, the comforter, gathers us in worship. 

 Gentle and Tenderly Jesus is Calling   ELW 608 
 

Welcome in the name of Jesus, 

the Savior of the world. 

We are gathered to worship, 

to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, 

to remember before God our sister, Mary Slater, 

to give thanks for her life, 

to commend her to our merciful redeemer, 

and to comfort one another in our grief. 
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When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, 

we were baptized into his death. 

We were buried therefore with him 

by baptism into death, 

so that as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, 

we too might live a new life. 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, 

we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 

Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the 

earth, who by your breath gave us life, we glorify you. 

We glorify you. 

Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, 

who rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise you. 

We praise you. 

Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our sure 

confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you. 

We worship you. 

To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray. 

O God of grace and glory, 

we remember before you today our sister, Mary Slater. 

We thank you for giving her to us to know and to love 

as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. 

In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. 

Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up 

in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, 

we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

 1The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 

 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
shall fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
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1For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under 

heaven: 
 2a time to be born, and a time to die; 

 a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
 3a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
 a time to break down, and a time to build up; 

 4a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
 a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

 5a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
 a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
 6a time to seek, and a time to lose; 

 a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
 7a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
 a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 

 8a time to love, and a time to hate; 

 a time for war, and a time for peace. 
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 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 

tomb four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles 
away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 

them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, 
she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to 
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 
him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to 

him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives 

and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to 
him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the 

one coming into the world.” 

 

 Leaning on the Everlasting Arms ELW 774 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept. 

Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together into 

one communion of saints in the body of Christ. 

Give to your whole church in heaven and on earth your light and your peace. 

God of mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection 

may die to sin and rise to share the new life in Christ. 

God of mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Give courage and faith to all who mourn, 

and a sure and certain hope in your loving care, 

that, casting all their sorrow on you, 

they may have strength for the days ahead. 

God of mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, 

that, where this world groans in grief and pain, 

your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear witness to your light and life. 

God of mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, 

to believe and trust in the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. 

God of mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 

God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus 

Christ destroyed the power of death and by his resurrection he opened the 

kingdom of heaven to all believers. Make us certain that because he lives we 

shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to 

come, will be able to separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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Let us commend Mary Slater to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 

Silence is kept. 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant, Mary Slater. 

Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, 

a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. 

Receive her into the arms of your mercy, 

into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, 

and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 

Amen. 
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God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 Blessed Assurance   ELW 638 
 

Let us go forth in peace, 

in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Reception Luncheon 11:30 am  
Elks Lodge #1285 
150 Mar Vista Dr.,  

Monterey, CA 93940 
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M ary Lee Slater passed peacefully on April 19, 2022.  She 
always made such a home for us and graciously served others her 

whole life.  We will miss her so much.  She is survived by her sons Mi-
chael (Andrea Potos), Thomas, and Timothy (Megan), and daughter 
Nancy (Calvin Gabriel), and her three grandchildren, Trevor, Lexi and 

Ella Rae. 
 

Our mother Mary Lee lived a long and energetic life.  She was born in 
South Dakota and raised in Menomonie, WI, where she met Ross Slat-
er, the love of her life and husband for almost 65 years, as he was at-

tending Stout University in town.  She received a Business Certificate 
from the Minnesota School of Business and worked as secretary to a 
partner at Piper Jaffrey.  In 1953 she married Ross when he returned 

from serving in the army in the Korean War.  They settled in West St. 
Paul, MN where she was very busy raising four children and serving at 

the local Lutheran church.  In 1968 a new job for Ross took the family 
to Northridge, CA.  Eventually she went back to business roles, first in 
1976 at Jackie Sorenson’s Aerobic Dancing where she retired as Direc-

tor of Operations in 1989.  Later she worked with Ross at a startup in 
Huntington Beach, Mideo Systems, where she retired as their account-

ant in 1999.  The couple and their son Thomas moved to Monterey in 
1999 and became very active at St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church, with 
Mary Lee serving on the church council and the Foundation Board, the 

many charity works of WELCA (raising funds with clothing drives, bake 
sales and yard sales for the Women’s Prison Ministry and children of 
farm workers to name a few).  She was active singing in the choir and 

in the Dagny Circle and really enjoyed her close friends at church.  One 
favorite was staging the ice cream social near the 4th of July every year 

with Ross.  They traveled as a couple and with family and relatives and 
truly enjoyed their retirement. 
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Lovingly nicknamed “Her Serene Highness,” Mom carried out her many 

activities with aplomb, yet was always available for a chat or sympathy 
or advice.  Children were especially drawn to her.  Many a time while 

shopping we witnessed her speaking to a distressed child and magically 
the tears dried up.  She used to volunteer at the Olive View Hospital in 
the natal care unit as a baby holder to comfort them.  Wherever she 

lived was a second home to her children and grandchildren.  We all en-
joyed years and years of get-togethers especially in Monterey, overlook-
ing the bay in the big house on the hill.  We will never forget her. 

Memorial donations may be made 
to St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church  

52 Soledad Dr 
Monterey,  CA 93940 

 
www.sttim.org 
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Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 

home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 


