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Jesus’ ultimate message was all about love: God so loved the world… Love your neighbour. Our 
first encounter with love is undoubtably the one we had with our mother. Now, each of our 
experiences of “Mother” will be different. Even among siblings, memories and impressions of 
our mothers differ. Some are blessed with wonderful mothers, others were not. But each of us 
began to understand what love is as we interacted with our mothers. 

It is therefore not surprising that the church is often referred to as feminine, as a mother. I 

would like to play a bit with that metaphor today on Mother’s Day. 

As we look around us and listen to what is being said about church these days, we might begin 

to think that the Christian Church is deathly ill. However, I think differently. Instead, I would 

diagnose us as pregnant. Now the metaphor of pregnancy is deeply biblical. In Romans 8: 22 we 

hear: “We know that all creation has been groaning in labour pains until now”. In 1 

Thessalonians 5, Paul talks about labour pains coming upon a woman and there being no 

escape. 

So, what makes me compare what is going on in our churches in 2022 to being pregnant? 

Look at the symptoms: The first symptom I notice is fatigue. There are too few people and 

therefore we are getting tired from doing too much. Well, if you ask anyone who is pregnant, 

fatigue is definitely a symptom. Just getting out of bed can be tiring when you are pregnant. 

The next symptom is queasiness.  Both for the pregnant woman and the church, the world is 

changing right out from under us. We are concerned about whether we can actually do this. We 

worry about whether we are ready and able to handle life as it takes new shape. It leaves us off 

balance and queasy.  

Some may say our time has passed. It is too late to give birth to new life. To that I say, 

remember Sarah and Elizabeth in the bible. Sarah was close to 100 years old when she got 

pregnant. That would be considered too old in any era and yet, she did it. So too did Elizabeth 

who was deemed barren and described as “getting on in life”. So do not accept that our time 

has passed. 

A further symptom we can relate to is pregnancy isn’t pretty. I know we talk about the glow of 

a pregnant woman and all, but it is a time when we can’t sleep well, our face breaks out, we get 

those lovely ankles that swell so much we cannot tell where the calf ends, and the ankle begins! 

Not to mention the other bodily function changes. 

Well, the church right now isn’t always pretty either. We can be cranky and itching for a fight. 

We are dreaming of the 50’s and 60’s when people were flocking to church with their many 

children and blaming everyone else that it isn’t occurring now. 
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Our sense of time is all messed up when we are pregnant too.  We can’t move as quickly, and 

we lose track of what we were doing. Even our words seem all messed up and hard to find. We 

don’t know how to put into words, what is happening in our body. Are we struggling to put into 

words what is going on in the church? Maybe we need to use this time to stop, look around us 

and listen. Perhaps we need to be quiet for a while and let God do the talking. 

But of course, just like a parent expecting their first child, we do lots of research. Pregnant 

moms frequently research such things as bottle or breast, cloth or disposable, stay home or 

work, crib or co-sleep.... We as church are bombarded with a constant onslaught of web sites, 

books and workshops promising the secrets to new growth and healthier churches. 

As any parent knows, all this is well and good but once the child is born, we need to respond to 

that child’s actual individual needs. Our children are not carbon copies of us. They are unique 

individuals and need to be treated as such. Church is the same. We can research all the ideas 

out there and talk about them and form committees and task forces but in reality, we just need 

to be available to respond in love to whatever it is we actually get. We also need to trust that 

God knows who we are and will give us the baby that we are best suited for.  

And one thing I know for sure, once labour begins you need to participate. It is never enough 

just to talk about it. Just like a woman in labour cannot sit with a cup of tea and contemplate 

birth but will need to be actively involved, so too does the church. You just need to do it.  

But just like a woman who is expecting, our time now is very hopeful. God is doing marvelous 

things and will do marvelous things that are beyond anything we can even imagine. When I first 

held my daughter, Sarah in my arms, it was greater than my wildest dreams. It will be that way 

for the church as well. 

No one is ready for the actual birth, whether it is of a child or a church. All we can do is prepare 

the best we can and pray that God will allow wonderful rebirth to happen in our church. 

I would be remiss if I did not also mention what is happening in the US right now about the 

birth of babies. The US Supreme Court is in the process of trying to overturn the law which 

makes a woman’s right to have an abortion legal. Whether you think abortion is right or wrong, 

taking away a woman’s rights over her own body is wrong. Think of a woman who has been 

raped. Or the birth would be harmful to the woman. 

Imagine I started preaching that Jesus was wrong. God is all about fear and hate. We should be 

violent and beat anyone who came to church. We can all agree that this would harm our church 

and the future of our church. You would need to find a way to get rid of me as your priest. This 

is an extreme example, but it relates to the harm an unwanted pregnancy can do to a woman. 
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One individual can harm the future of a church too, be they clergy or parishioner.  Sometimes it 

is for the best that the person is removed. 

Thankfully, removing a priest or a parishioner is a rare occurrence used as a last resort after 

much prayer and counselling. I would pray that abortion is also used as a last resort used after 

prayer and counselling. 

Each person here is the result of a woman making the choice and giving birth. Whether legally 

or illegally, that choice has always been an option. Your mother may have raised you or given 

you to someone else to raise, but she gave birth. And we are glad she did. She may have been a 

good mother or not. But you are here today because of her. 

So, on this day when we honour our mothers, remember too our mother, the church. Let’s aim 

to be a good mother church. Let’s live out the gospels in ways that others are drawn to God. In 

this pregnant pause in the life of the Christian church, let’s take the time to pause and listen for 

God’s direction on how and where we are to move forward. Let’s pray and consult and plan. 

Let’s get ready for new life. 

Happy Mother’s Day to all the mothers out there and also to our Mother, the church. 


