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St Philip’s Parish Council Minutes 

 

April 26, 2022 

 

Attendees:  Christopher Page, Larry Anthony, Dave Conway, Karen Van Rheenen, Eric Reiter, 

Marcus Schlag, Mark Graham, Esther Grahan, Mark Laidlaw, Jennifer Sharlow 

 

The meeting came to order at 7pm. 

 

1. Christopher opened with a prayer and reflection on last Sunday’s Gospel reading. 

 

2. Regrets:  Gillian Fosdick, Evelyn Savage 

 

3. Minutes of previous meeting. 

 

Moved: Karen Van Rheenen, Seconded: Esther Graham 

That we approve the minutes of the March 15, 2022 meeting as circulated. 

Carried. 

 

4. Treasurer’s report.  Financial report as circulated to Council 24 April was discussed.  It 

was noted that the increase in the Missions budget was due to bequests in the past year, 

that the roof accounted for most of the increase in maintenance budget.  Offerings have 

been lower because of pandemic challenges.  Anticipate lower salary expenses in 

upcoming months due to Rector’s retirement and interim priest. 

 

Moved: Mark Graham, Seconded: Marcus Schlag 

That the Treasurer’s report be adopted as circulated. 

Carried. 

 

5. COVID protocols.  Council discussed whether to maintain masking requirement for in-

building worship.  The importance of protecting vulnerable parishioners was emphasised, 

as was the need for the parish to be able to be open and welcoming.  The core point of 

discussion was whether masking requirement encouraged attendance by promoting a 

sense of safety or whether they represented a burden which was making it harder for 

people to attend.  It was recognized that the answers will be different for different people.  

Council was reminded of Diocesan guidance that: 

 

While the mandate to wear masks indoors has been lifted, it is recommended that 

parishes continue the practice of wearing masks during church worship services. 

This is based on demographics of our congregations, singing together (including 

choirs), limited ventilation and physical space.   

  

Council decided to: 

• Individually inquire of people we know on their reaction to masking requirement 

• Have Christopher make inquires at Sunday services 

• Retain the practice of masking and reconsider at the next meeting 
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6. Coffee time.  In light of the Diocesan removal of restrictions on receptions and meals the 

possible resumption of coffee time was discussed.  It was agreed that holding coffee time 

outside, weather permitting, is preferable.  By correspondence Evelyn Savage agreed to 

organize a schedule for coffee volunteers. 

 

Christopher left the meeting after this item. 

 

7. Missions committee.  The proposed mission’s budget, circulated to Council on April 21, 

was discussed.  The rationale for deleting our support of Jolly Neiko was the principle 

that supported organizations should have an ongoing connection to the Parish and the 

request for support for a Syrian Church with links to members of our parish.  The 

question of increasing support given inflation was raised, and it was noted that the budget 

had significantly increased support for many of these missions between 2020 and 2022.  

The budget of roughly $31000 is approximately $21000 base funding and roughly 

$10000 of one-time funding from bequests. 

 

Moved: Karen Van Rheenen, Seconded: Esther Graham 

That the Missions budget for 2022 as circulated be approved. 

Carried 

 

Council expressed their thanks to the Missions committee for their thoughtful work. 

 

8. Office security buzzer and intercom.  A proposal to purchase and install a security buzzer 

to enable parish workers to see who is at the door, important safety issue in the context 

where worker might be alone in the building.  Appropriate wiring was recently installed. 

 

Moved:  Larry Anthony, Seconded: Mark Graham 

That we purchase video doorbell for approximately $400 and install. 

Carried 

 

9. Rector’s office chair.  After many years of use the office chair is at end of useful life. 

 

Moved:  Larry Anthony, Seconded: Marcus Schlag 

That Council approve an expenditure of up to $1000 for a replacement office chair, but 

not make this purchase until the new Rector is identified and consulted. 

Carried 

 

10. Farewell celebration.  There was a brief update on plans for Christopher’s retirement 

celebration. 

 

11. Interim priest.  The Bishop has approached someone to act as interim priest at St Philip’s.  

This person has met with the Wardens.  An announcement is waiting for confirmation 

from the Bishop. 

 

12. Selection committee.  The advertisement for the position of Rector is live, with a closing 

date of May 9.  The selection committee plans to meet again prior to then. 
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13. Housing assistance for new incumbent.  This item was deferred for future consideration 

pending information about Diocesan policies on housing assistance. 

 

14. Youth worker.  Current youth worker Grace leaving position at end of June.  Larry to 

draft job posting; posting locations can include diocese website, UVic chapel. 

 

15. Amanda Weinerman donation to parish garden.  Council discussed the background and 

intent of the gift. 

 

Moved:  Larry Anthony, Seconded: Dave Conway 

That Council allocate up to $1000 to consult with an indigenous leader to help St Philip 

advance in our journey towards reconciliation. 

Carried 

 

16. Laptops.  Council verified that the laptops had been fully depreciated in the Parish 

accounts and affirmed the decision to sell them to Christopher for $1 upon his retirement.  

Karen to liaise with Christopher to ensure that any sensitive parish information is 

appropriately removed. 

 

17. Parish website.  Council agreed member’s names and warden’s names and emails to be 

added. 

 

18. Parish Picnic.  Discussion about dates.  June 26 chosen over June 12 to give interim priest 

a couple weeks to get to know the parish.  Evelyn Savage agrees via email to organize. 

 

19. Pastoral care in absence of Rector.  Council discussed how parishioners’ pastoral needs 

would be met.  In addition to the interim priest the prayer chain led by Bonnie and the 

outreach group organized by Sharon were identified as key resources. 

 

20. Bishop to visit St Philip’s on Aug 21.  For information. 

 

21. Council discussed piloting alternation between in person and zoom meetings.  Next 

meeting 17 May (Wardens chair, via zoom), 21 June (Wardens chair, interim priest 

attend, in person) 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9pm. 


