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Sun. Apr. 24 — Second Sunday of Easter

Readings
Acts 5:27-32

Psalm 118:14-29 (8)
Psalm 150 (6) {alternate}

Revelation 1:4-8
John 20:19-31

Prayer of the Day
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt,
may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. Blessed are those who | have not seen

and yet have come | to believe. Alleluia. (John 20:29)

Color: White

John 20:19-31 (NRSV)
Jesus Appears to the Disciples

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

Jesus and Thomas
24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin[a]), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless
I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand
in his side, I will not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in
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my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have come to believe.”

The Purpose of This Book
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. 31 But these are written so that you may come to believe[b] that Jesus is the Messiah,[c]
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

“Holy God, May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, my

rock and my redeemer. Amen.”1

This morning, on the Second Sunday of Easter, we hear John’s account of the resurrection

story. In this passage we hear of Jesus appearing to the disciples in the house, behind the

locked doors, where they are hiding out of fear. Last week, we heard that at this moment the

disciples were “startled and frightened,” when Jesus’ resurrected body appeared in front of

them.2 It is here that they witness the holes in his hands and his side, as they come to see

Jesus as exactly what he told them he was: the son of God. It is then that Jesus calls them out

of their fear, out of the darkness of the room, and into their faith in him, into the world outside

those locked doors.

Now this week, in John’s account, we get to hear a bit more about the one disciple who

happened to not be there on this particular evening. Thomas did not get to witness this event

alongside his peers, instead only hearing second-hand accounts from them later. Many of us

are likely familiar with Thomas, who often gets labeled as “the doubting Thomas” or “Thomas

the skeptic.” He of course gets this label because we hear that when the other disciples tell him

of Jesus’ presence with them behind the locked doors, he doesn’t believe them. He questions

his buddies' sanity, wonders if they are telling the truth, and doubts that such events actually

occurred.

Now, I must admit, I have a bit of a soft spot for Thomas. I think he gets a bad rap from us

modern Christians, because well, I can’t blame him. I’m not so sure I would have believed my

friends if they had approached me and told me about this experience they had either. But, one

2 Easter One, Year C, Gospel Reading: Luke 24:13-49.

1 Psalm 19:14. (NRSV).
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other reason that I love Thomas is that I think he points us to two very important points of this

story.

Often, the Sunday School version of this story is taught alongside the topic of faith. This is the

story that has led to the common refrains of “believing without seeing” and “keeping the faith.”

These are of course not bad lessons to take away from the story, but I don’t believe that reading

it strictly from a lens of faith helps to grasp the entirety of the story.

There are two things that I hope we can learn from Thomas this morning. The first is that

regardless of the disciples' feelings or behaviors, regardless of their fear and imperfection,

Jesus still shows up. And he shows up again, even with Thomas’ feelings, whether we label

those feelings as doubt or questioning, Jesus still shows up.

Nadia Bolz-Weber writes eloquently that, “The doors were locked that Easter night for fear of

what might get in, but the biggest danger came from inside the room, not out.” She shares that

the disciples had “locked themselves in with all their blame and despair and shame. And Jesus

will have none of that…So it is here, sitting amidst fear and locked doors, amidst blame and

justifications that the disciples encounter the risen Christ, he crashes their pity party and

messes everything up in a way that only an incarnated, crucified and resurrected God can.”3

You may have a seen this popular quote floating around social media this week in which she

goes on to write that, “Notice that the text doesn’t say “and when they had repented of what

complete asses they had been; and when they had perfected their faith and the purity of their

doctrine; and when they had finally became good people, THEN they were worthy of being

visited by Jesus.” No. He took them as they were. Full of fear and I suspect more than a little

shame. Because it takes more than locked doors and low self-esteem to keep Jesus out.”4

This is the first lesson from John today: that even in all of our imperfections, even with all of our

complicated feelings, God still shows up for us. Still loves us. Still forgives us. Still sees us for

us.

4 Ibid.
3 Nadia Bolz-Weber. “Take Me as I Am.” The Corners by Nadia Bolz-Weber. 19 April 2022.
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And this lesson leads us to our second takeaway in which I alluded to earlier. That reading this

passage from a lens of faith doesn’t allow us to hear the whole story. Once again, I believe our

English translations of the Bible don’t quite convey the feelings of the passage in the most

powerful way.

Without boring you with the details of Greek syntax and vocabulary, I will simply say that the

words translated as “believe” don’t quite capture the fullness of that verb in this passage from

John. When used as a verb, such as in this instance, the word believe can also mean to trust in

something (or someone) or to rely on something (or someone). Perhaps a small nuance, but an

important one.5

I focus on this small change in language because it changes how we read this passage.

Professor Schriener writes that, “Re-reading John [20:27-31] embracing the nuance of trust…,”

we instead hear “Jesus’ words to Thomas as “Do not be distrusting but trusting” and “Are you

trusting because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come

to trust,” and “The purpose of the gospel: “ … written so that you may come to trust that Jesus is

the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through trusting you may have life in his name.”6

These small changes remind us of perhaps one of the most important parts of the Easter

season. It reminds us that Jesus shows up to his imperfect followers because Jesus is a

relational human. As a relational human, he doesn’t seek blind faith from his followers, but

instead has worked diligently to cultivate a culture of trust with his community.

And Jesus invites us as his followers into this relationship as well. The passage tells us that

after revealing himself to the disciples, he then says: “Peace be with you. As the Father has

sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,

“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the

sins of any, they are retained.” Jesus calls upon us to also cultivate trust in our relationships with

others.

6 Ibid.

5 René Such Schreiner. “Commentary on John 20:19-31.” Working Preacher. 24 April 2022.
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The hard part is that trust, as Jesus reminds us, does not come without risk. We especially see

the risk in this story in his interaction with Thomas. Jesus makes himself visible yet again and

shows up to Thomas. Further, he makes himself incredibly vulnerable, inviting Thomas in to

touch his body and his wounds. While we so often read Jesus’ response to Thomas’ feelings of

doubt as something closer to admonishment, when we instead approach this interaction from a

viewpoint of trust and relationship, we understand Jesus to be nurturing, caring, and loving

Thomas in this moment. He is not mocking his doubt, but instead taking his fears and concerns

seriously, responding in compassion. He allows Thomas to see that while he is the resurrected

Christ, the son of God, he too still carries very human wounds. In opening himself up to

Thomas, in making himself vulnerable to Thomas, he again cultivates a culture of trust.

The very practical questions I have in response to this passage this morning are similar

questions to those that Professor Schriener also poses. She wonders: “Is vulnerability

something to be consistently avoided, or an opportunity for growth? How can trust grow (trust in

God, each other, or the church) if we avoid all risk?”7 I wonder too, what risks are we willing to

take, as individuals, as a church? What does safe and responsible vulnerability look like for us?

While I’m not quite sure I have the answer to these questions, I do know that Jesus’ response

will be one of love. That Jesus will continue to show up and care for us. That regardless of our

imperfections, our mistakes, our shame, and our doubts, Jesus still loves us, still makes himself

available to us, still invites us into relationships of trust. And I wonder, when we know this, when

we truly believe this, when we trust in this truth, does it change us? How does it change us?

7 Ibid.
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