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“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more.” 

Do you ever wish that God would just get on with it and bring about this new 
heaven and new earth? This earth is not doing so well. The war in Ukraine breaks 
our hearts. Covid has changed the way we do so much and even the way we interact 
with others. Every time we turn on the news, we are overwhelmed with the crime 
occurring, the physical disasters, the hatred being spewed, the terrorist activities. 

It is so hard to hear about these awful things taking place. It is easy to hate Putin as 
a terrorist and want him killed. Closer to home, two years ago, in April 2020, Gabriel 
Wortman went on a killing rampage in Nova Scotia, killing 22 people and injuring 3 
others and set fire to many homes. He was a ruthless killer. Right here in Canada. 

And yet, today we hear Jesus say: “I give you a new commandment, that you love 
one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.” 

It is easy to feel love for the innocent people involved in these acts of terror. It is 
easy to cry for the young children killed before they even really lived. It is easy to 
express love for the families whose lives will never be the same because of injury 
due to the war or murder rampage. 

But what about the families of those who perpetrated these evils? Can we love 
them? Can we express sadness that they too suffered loss? How would we feel if 
Putin or Wortman were our son? It is easy to assume that his family is also evil but 
that is not always the case. Or their families? Can we love them? 

And what about the Putin himself? Or Wortman? Does the love Jesus talk’s about 
extend to them? Surely, we are not to love them? 

If we truly believe the Bible, if we truly believe the words we hold as sacred, then 
we must acknowledge that God created these people too. God loves them too. And 
we too are to love them as He first loved us. God sent His own Son to die for times 
like this. These people have sinned greatly.  

But we too have sinned. And we are forgiven. It is not our job to judge. It is our job 
to love. We do not have to like. There is a difference.  We do not have to approve 
but we do have to love. 
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When our children make mistakes, we are quick to forgive if we are living as God 
expects us. Well, God is our true Father, and He too is quick to forgive no matter 
what the sin. To God, a sin is a sin. We all fall short and need forgiveness. 

It is a tough thing to live as Jesus taught us. Being a Christian is not for the faint of 
heart. But by not forgiving those who have sinned against us, it is us who are 
suffering, not the sinner. If we continue to hate Putin, if we continue to hate 
Wartman, if we continue to hate the corporations polluting our earth, if we 
continue to hate the person who wronged us, it probably will never affect the 
wrong doer. The terrorists will not be aware that a person in Ontario hates them 
just as they will probably never know that a person in Ontario loves them. But we 
will know. Our souls will know and our God will know.  

Hatred can eat us up inside and cause us to get ill. Hatred turns us into people we 
do not like. But love changes us into the people we strive to be and that God wants 
us to be.  

Peter ran into this kind of hatred in Jerusalem.  People were criticizing him for 
eating with non-Jews. Peter could have reacted negatively but instead used the 
opportunity to open their eyes to God’s vision of the equality of all and God’s love 
for all.  

Jesus exhibited this kind of love in all He did. He was loving to the most unlovable 
people. He loved outcasts. He loved the sick. He loved the poor. He loved the 
widow. He even loved those who hated Him. Right up to the end of His life on earth, 
Jesus taught us about this kind of love. As He hung on the cross, beaten and dying, 
Jesus forgave those very people who had put Him there.  

Christ’s message that He kept repeating to us is this: “Just as I have loved you, you 
also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another." 

We may never meet Putin. Wortman was killed so we will not meet him. But we 
will have people sin against us. We will have loved ones do things that hurt us. And 
we too will sin. We too will do things that hurt others. We will say things that hurt 
someone. But through the love of God, we can be forgiven, by our friends, our 
family and by God.  

And through the love of God, we can learn to forgive others no matter what they 
do to us or our loved ones. A few years ago, I was privileged to preside at a funeral 
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for a man named Randell. One of the many stories about him that touched my heart 
was this:  

Randell was with some friends visiting a farm that raised llamas. Randell loved 
animals. He was feeding them some treats but ran out. One of the llamas who had 
not gotten a treat spit right in Randall’s face. Randell was shocked but do you know 
what he did? He went and got more treats and gave some to the llama who had 
spit in his face.  

That is love. To have llama spit running down your face and still love enough to get 
more treats and feed the one who spit in your face, that is love.  

That is what we are called to show to the world. That is what the world needs to 
see. Not that we are perfect. Certainly not that we have rules you need to obey. 
Not that only some are good enough or that only some are welcome. Not that we 
are better than non-Christians. But the radical love that Christ showed us. The love 
that forgives. The love that overcomes. The love that sits in the dark places and the 
muck and the mire and brings light and warmth and patience and understanding. 
The kind of love that overcomes all obstacles.  

God does not put limits on who is acceptable to be loved. God loves everyone and 
we are called to do the same. In the words of Bishop Curry: 

"Being a Christian is not essentially about joining a church or being a nice 
person, but about following in the footsteps of Jesus, taking his teachings 

seriously, letting his Spirit take the lead in our lives, and in so doing helping to 
change the world from our nightmare into God’s dream." Bishop Curry 

Even though we spit in God’s face when we sin, God still loves us and still gives us 
treats. That is how we are to love each other. Thank you, Randell for that lesson in 
such simple terms. May we all learn it so well that when even terrorists spit in our 
face, we can still love them as God loves us.  


