
Ministerial Meandering 
Is torture justified? 

There is something rather comforting about being thousands of miles 
away from a place where cruelty and hatred seem to rule the day, and 
kindness and compassion have fled the scene.


I mention this to remind myself and you that we are incredibly lucky to be 
living in a country where there is peace, and war and conflict of the sort 
being experienced daily in the Ukraine is so alien to us that we really 
cannot comprehend it.


I do not bring this up to dwell unnecessarily on sad and depressing issues, 
but rather to emphasize our good fortune.

Yes - I am aware that not all is well with our government, and there are still 
many unresolved problems that require our attention and effort, but on the 
whole, most of us don’t have too much to bitch about when we look at 
what our brothers and sisters are enduring just across the ocean.


Perhaps another reason that I raise the topic is that we tend to see only 
those bits of the war that we want to, or can understand.  Although we 
read about the abuse and rape of women in war, and the gratuitous 
savagery that accompanies soldiers in every field of conflict, we give it lip-
service at best - most of the time.  


Just the other day, Sheila and I were watching a programme in which the 
thorny issue of justification for torture was raised.  Our immediate, knee-
jerk response is likely to be, ‘Of course it is not justified - it is never 
justified!’

But then you have to think about why it is done in certain circumstances.


If you are aware that the fate of hundreds of innocent civilians rests with 
intelligence that your prisoner has - or is likely to have, then are you going 



to be satisfied with an answer that is essentially, ‘I’m not going to tell you,’ 
or ‘I don’t know’?  How are you going to ensure that they are telling you 
the truth, if time is of the essence, and there is little time to shift the target 
or neutralize the threat?


This may seem to be the stuff of TV drama, but for those soldiers in 
Ukraine, it a real and present danger - and affects not only them and their 
comrades in arms, but probably also their families and homes.

 
When I was in deployed forces ashore, (in various conflicts), we were given 
pre-deployment training in resisting interrogation, should we be captured.  
As medics, we were a sought-after target, as to reduce the medical 
capability of one side is to demoralize and lower the morale of the fighting 
men, who depend on being removed from the battlefield promptly, then 
rapidly and competently put back together by surgical teams.


My resistance to interrogation training was never (thankfully) put to the 
test, but I have no doubt whatsoever that it would not have been a 
civilized question and answer session over a cup of coffee.


Dwell on what these men and women have to face on a daily basis - either 
for real, or as an imminent threat - and don’t be too swift to condemn 
those for whom the result of intelligence is truly a matter of life and death.
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