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The gospel story begins with the words:  
 
“When Judas had gone out” 
 
I can only imagine the complexity in the upper room that night.  
 
This is the night we call the “Last Supper”.  
Jesus had gathered his disciples in a room – it was the week of celebrating the Jewish Passover 
and for the last time, Jesus shared the bread and wine with his disciples before his death. It was 
the night before the Day of Preparation. 
 
Jesus as pastor, priest, friend, mentor, teacher begins what is known in Johns’ Gospel as the 
Farewell Discourse – with deep emotion – affection and compassion, he leaves us with words of 
care. 
 
Political tension was high, the Religious Authorities were plotting to have Jesus arrested by the 
Roman State. This was the beginning of an uprising.  
 
And it was at that meal, that Jesus demonstrates his Love through humble service. He washes 
everyone’s feet. He offers a model or pattern for us to follow in all we do. 
Jesus even washes the feet of Judas – the one who would betray him.  
 
And then he offers his betrayer bread – “The one who I give this piece of bread to” and he gives 
it to Judas. 
 
And Judas leaves the room. 
(Commentary by Karoline Lewis) 
 
 
Do you sense the dismay?  
I identify with this so much. That sense of impending doom.  

- Not sure how things will work out and imagining the worst. 
- Or receiving difficult news that leaves us reeling and feeling out of control and afraid.  

 
The words that follow are words given when life is about to enter turmoil.  
Although they at first they seem so cryptic:  
 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 
been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 
himself and will glorify him at once. 

 
Jesus points to something bigger, something beyond what they are experiencing.  



 
The Greek word Glory or DOXA is used 5 times in this short passage.  
 

Now we understand Glory in the sense of being seen, being admired, being remembered, 
being made known, being visible. 
Something we have done gets admired and gets attributed to us. We get the Glory. We 
get thanked for it, appreciated for it. It is paraded for all to see.  

 
In John’s Gospel Glory has a unique meaning.  
 
God’s essence is made visible like Light shimmering. 
It is introduced to us in the first chapter of John – John chapter 1 that is the prologue that serves 
as a summary for the gospel:  
 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
No one has ever seen God… 
 
Jesus’ comfort in times of dismay – is look at me, look at the ways I have lived and loved. 
This is a sign to you, that you are not in this alone.  
 
The God that you cannot see – look at this way of living, this way of loving – now see God.  
 
 
Glory is actually associated more with humility than with it is with public affirmation. 
 
 
In Christian circles we have a difficult relationship with honour or glory.  
We have often falsified humility to mean that we cannot admit what we have done well or 
receive gratitude or admiration for it.  
 
I really appreciate what Todd Wilson writes about Humility:  
 
“Humility doesn’t mean putting on airs or affecting a humble demeanor. Nor do you achieve it 
by pretending to be something you’re not. To be humble, you don’t have to convince yourself 
you’re someone you’re not… humility doesn’t force you to make a dozen downward adjustments 
in the way you view yourself.  
 
Being humble doesn’t require you to deny reality. 
 
When understood in the light of biblical teaching, humility is not letting who you are hinder you 
from loving others. In other words, the purpose of humility isn’t to make you think less of who 
you are, but to enable you to love others regardless of who they are. 
 
Humility is delightfully self-forgetful. The humble don’t fret over their own prestige or position, 
nor that of others.  



In short, humility is, as Robert Roberts has observed, transcendent self-confidence—a quality of 
character that liberates people from having to compare themselves with others and frees them to 
love everyone equally.” 
 
From: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/mr-milquetoast-and-other-misconceptions-
about-humility/ 
 
 
 

In true generous acts of love – we know that we are surrounded by One who is bigger than all of 
us. All of us equal, all of us cared for.  

And God is glorified – God is seen. 

 

 
Every now and then in life, we witness an act of love, that relaxes us.  
We can sense the difference between love that has strings attached – someone doing something 
for us and banking it as an expectation of what we might do for them. 
 
But once in a while – we experience an act that invites us into something bigger than all the 
crazy games we play. 
 
Often it seems small, but it has significance. 
 
I will never forget my last few weeks of living in South Africa. My late husband Alex and I were 
invited to dinner by an older couple who had mentored us as we planted a new church in 
Johannesburg. We were leaving for Vancouver, Canada in a month. This strange place so far 
away. I was nervous. We were coming here – mostly for Alex to study, I was planning to do 
some studies too, but I was mostly following along. 
 
That night Vic and Nicola Graham – after dinner asked if they could pray for us individually. 
In that prayer they put into words what they saw in me, what they hoped for me, they had written 
it out and gave it to me as I left. It was so much more than I ever saw in myself. 
 
That night, our last supper together, they ‘washed my feet’ in a metaphorical way.  
 
I knew God as bigger than me, as holding me. 
Their transcendent self-confidence surrounded me with the Glory of God. 
 
God made visible in an act of Love.  
Amen.  
 
 


