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Last week we began our exploration of what it means to be “Called to Be the Church.” 
We noticed that the description of the Early Church given to us in Acts 2 begins in a 
place of awe and wonder, where people take time to notice and be amazed by the 
things God is doing around us. 

This week, Acts 2 continues by describing how the Early Church spent much time 
together in community. “All who believed were together,” the scripture tells us, “and 
had all things in common” (Acts 2:44). Being drawn together in community is part of 
what it means to be “called to be the church.” 

Why is being a part of a community of faith so important? Couldn’t we just read the 
Bible at home, on our own, and follow the examples found in the Bible, on our own? 
Why did the Ethiopian eunuch need Philip to explain what he was reading? Couldn’t he 
just Google an answer to his questions?  

Our faith is deepened through interactions with others. This can be seen clearly in the 
story of the Ethiopian eunuch. He was already reading the scroll of Isaiah, but it was 
not until he met Philip on the road that he learned that the passage was referring to 
Jesus. It was through his conversation with Philip that he learned all of the amazing 
things Jesus had done, and it was through Philip that he began to know God and 
asked to be baptized. 

Studying theology from books is a good place to start, but it is through our 
conversations we have with people that we are able to know God more fully. We are all 
made in God’s image, but we are all made differently. It is through looking for God’s 
Spirit in others that we are able to form a richer picture of God who is—Holy Mystery 
and Wholly Love. 

But learning in community isn’t always easy. Holding all things in common, doesn’t 
mean the Early Church agreed about everything. When it comes to matters of faith, 
people don’t always agree. And those disagreements can have a huge impact on our 
life together as the church. 

Some of the students from the Ecumenical Campus Ministry at the University of 
Guelph had been meeting for lunch once a week. One student posed the question 
“Why are there so many different denominations?” The short answer given was that 



when disagreements about theology or expressions of faith occurred, and they couldn’t 
be resolved peacefully, it often resulted in a new branch of the church being formed. 

The next question naturally was “So what does the United Church believe?” 

That is not always an easy question to answer. It is not easy to define our belief as a 
denomination. The response shared was that the United Church believes there is 
space for people of different understandings about Christian faith, and it is through our 
differences that we challenge each other to learn and grow deeper in our faith. 

The students then sparked a lively discussion about how we can co-exist with people 
whose doctrines are so different that they can be hurtful and cause harm. Some 
doctrines and interpretations of faith seem to preach segregation and hate, instead of 
the love and inclusion we see reflected in Jesus. How can we care for neighbours who 
don’t seem to care for us? 

The call is simple, even if it may not be easy. “‘[L]ove the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’… ‘You 
shall love your neighbour as yourself” (Mark 12:30, 31). 

We are called to love our neighbours in spite of the challenges we may face. Loving 
your neighbour doesn’t always mean that you will agree with your neighbour, but it 
does mean that when you disagree—because at some point you probably will 
disagree—you will approach the disagreement respectfully. Take the time to consider 
and understand, in the best way that you can, where the other person is coming from, 
and then be patient as you respectfully share your point of view. It won’t happen 
instantly, but if you can open a channel of dialogue, you can create positive and lasting 
changes in a person’s worldview. You might even learn something yourself. 

As you attempt to form that dialogue, it is important to remember that being “called to 
be the church” means we are called to love our neighbour as ourselves. That means 
that you have to love yourself too! If you find yourself in a disagreement where you 
begin to feel unsafe, physically, emotionally, or spiritually, it is okay to walk away. Try 
giving the conversation to God in prayer. Then either try to engage your neighbour 
again another day, or be at peace enough to leave the conversation for someone else 
to engage. Knowing proper boundaries is part of what it means to be “Called to Be the 
Church” as well. 

It is through our interactions with one another—talking about what we believe, sharing 
a meal together, contributing to causes we care about, even across our differences—
that we begin to build communities of care. And it is through our communities and 
networks of care that God’s kin-dom is revealed and made known to us in very real 
ways—a loving, if sometimes messy, kin-dom where we are all drawn together in 
community and all are “Called to Be the Church” together. [May it be so!] 

 


