
Christ is risen, alleluia!
Christ is risen indeed, alleluia! 

The Greeting



All around us new life is emerging, though we 

may not see it yet.

All around us, God makes things new.

Let us open our eyes and see – see the new 

things God is doing,

see God at work in and among us!

Gathering Invitation
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All:

God of our past, present and future,
help us to see you at work in your creation –
as flowers lift their heads to the sun,
or trees shake their leaves.
Help us to see you at work in our daily lives,
in our routines and choices,
in our growing and our changing.
Help us to see you at work in all things.
In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Gathering Prayer



Sentence

LA: ‘I give you a new commandment,’ says the Lord, 
‘that you love one another. As I have loved you, you 
also should love one another.’

John 13.34



All:
Come, let us praise the name of the Lord,
the one whose name is so great,
whose glory is above the earth and the heavens.
Come, let us praise the name of the Lord,
who was and is and is to come.
Amen.

Centering Prayer



Hymn

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNq0WtMSmIY

Curated by Helen C

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNq0WtMSmIY


Lord of the heavens and the earth,
Lord of all creatures above and below ground,
Lord of the oceans, the ebb and flow of tides:
Lord of everything, your glory and majesty is supreme.

Lord of all our yesterdays, written in the pages of history.
Lord of what is to come, the story that is yet to unfold.
Lord of our now, your presence among us:
Lord of everything, your glory and majesty is supreme.
Amen.

Prayer of Adoration



Living God, forgive us when in our hearts we say
unless our prayers are answered, we won’t believe.
Deepen our encounter with you and show us the truth of love.

Forgive us when we say unless we can go our way, we won’t follow you.
Deepen our encounter with you and show us the truth of love.

Forgive us when we want to be disciples but on our terms.
Deepen our encounter with you and show us the truth of love.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Preparing for Confession



Introduction to Confession

Christ our Passover Lamb has been offered for us, 
therefore we come to celebrate the festival.

Silence may be kept.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, with a 
sincere and a true heart.



All: 
Merciful God, our maker and our judge, 
we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
and in what we have failed to do:
we have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.
Father, forgive us.
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.



The Absolution

Almighty God who has promised forgiveness to all 
who turn to him in faith; pardon you and set you 
free from all your sins, strengthen you in all 
goodness and keep you in eternal life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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The Gloria

https://youtu.be/R7C4DvKOgfE

Curated by Fleur

https://youtu.be/R7C4DvKOgfE


Collect prayer

We behold your glory, O God,
in the love shown by your Son,
lifted up on the cross and exalted on high:
be glorified anew in the love we have for 
one another
as disciples of the risen Lord Jesus,
who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.



Reflection Time



The 1st Reading is from ACTS 11. 1-18

1 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had 
also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 
circumcised believers criticized him, 3 saying, ‘Why did you go to uncircumcised 
men and eat with them?’ 4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, 
saying, 5 ‘I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There 
was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its 
four corners; and it came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed 
animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice saying to 
me, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” 8 But I replied, “By no means, Lord; for nothing 
profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.” 9 But a second time the voice 
answered from heaven, “What God has made clean, you must not call 
profane.” 10 This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to 
heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at 
the house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a 
distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we 
entered the man’s house.

the reading continues …
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13 He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, 
“Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14 he will give you a 
message by which you and your entire household will be saved.” 15 And as I 
began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the 
beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, “John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 17 If then God 
gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?’ 18 When they heard this, they were 
silenced. And they praised God, saying, ‘Then God has given even to the 
Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.’

Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 148

the Psalm continues...

1 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord from heaven:
O praise him in the heights.
2 Praise him, all his angels:
O praise him, all his host.
3 Praise him, sun and moon:
praise him, all you stars of light.
4 Praise him, you highest heaven:
and you waters that are above the heavens.
5 Let them praise the name of the Lord:
for he commanded and they were made.
6 He established them for ever and ever:
he made an ordinance which shall not pass away.
7 O praise the Lord from the earth:
praise him, you sea-monsters and all deeps;
8 Fire and hail, mist and snow:
and storm-wind fulfilling his command;



9 Mountains and all hills:
fruit trees and all cedars;
10 Beasts of the wild, and all cattle:
creeping things and winged birds;
11 Kings of the earth, and all peoples:
princes, and all rulers of the world;
12 Young men and maidens:
old folk and children together.
13 Let them praise the name of the Lord:
for his name alone is exalted.
14 His glory is above earth and heaven:
and he has lifted high the horn of his people.
15 Therefore he is the praise of all his servants:
of the children of Israel, a people that is near him. 
Praise the Lord.



The 2nd Reading is from Revelation 21: 1-6
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more.
2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
‘See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.’
5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ 
Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’
6 Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 
end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.

Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



All:
God of all that is real,
we don’t always know what we believe,
but we know we always believe in you
and in your forgiveness,
in your understanding of each of our needs,
in your patience with our doubts,
in your challenging of our stubbornness,
in your meeting us where we are.
And in the strength of that truth,
and with the assurance of your love,
we give you our best.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Prayer before the Gospel



The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 13: 31-35
All: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and 
God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also 
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you 
only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to 
you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” 34 I give you a new commandment, 
that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 
another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.



The Sermon



Curated by Rose

Hymn

Come As You Are

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7mkPL9LO6w

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7mkPL9LO6w


We are the body of Christ
His Spirit is with us

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Greeting of Peace



Prayer of Thanksgiving before Intercessions
For being with us at our beginning, for being with us at our journey’s end, for being with us 
today, here and now, we say a heartfelt: Thank you, Lord.

For relationships, for family and friends, for you making your home among us, we say a 
heartfelt: Thank you, Lord.

For your sharing our tears, for your words trustworthy and true, for your promises that 
give us hope, we say a heartfelt: Thank you, Lord.

For the journey we are on today; We give you thanks that Julie and Ray have come through 
the recent weather event without flooding; 
For your ever-loving presence and the joyful expectation of what is to come,
we say a heartfelt: Thank you, Lord. Amen.



Intercessions

God of the past, the present and the future, 'What next?' is such a big question – but we 
trust you for all that is it to come as we pray for countries in turmoil.
Those where entire cities have been destroyed and infrastructures paralyzed: in Syria, in 
Ukraine, in Yemen and in many more places.
We uphold the people in Buffalo, NY USA where 10 people were shot and killed and 
others injured by what looks like a hate crime.
May the old order of war pass away and a new order of peace flourish:
in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

We pray for countries and communities where crops have been decimated and livestock 
have perished. Where natural disaster has represented a loss of life, loved ones and 
livelihoods. We especially uphold those who are suffering in the wake of flood, fire and 
famine.
May the old order of famine pass away and a new order of abundance flourish:
in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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'What next?' is such a big question for young people too.
We pray for those around the world thinking about careers, about next steps; for all –
especially girls and young women in Afghanistan and elsewhere – who are denied 

an education; for those who struggle to see a future for themselves at all.
May the old orders of pressure and prejudice pass away and a new order of confidence and 
opportunity flourish:
in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

'What next?' is such a big question for those who feel at the end of their strength.
We pray for those caring for children with complex needs; 
for those caring for family with dementia or chronic illness;
for those suffering from depression;
for those worn out by grief; especially Clarkie mourning the loss of his Dad John; and Sandii
mourning the loss of her dog Roly.
May the old order of struggle pass away and the new order of support flourish:
in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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We thank you and pray for one another here in our community of Holy Hermits. We entrust 
to you those things that worry us; those situations we feel helpless in; those decisions that 
burden us and those losses that overwhelm us.
We offer to you all who are on our hearts:

Those living with cancer; Angela and her family; Paul and Darhon; Don and Carolyn; Heather 
and her family; George and Wendy and Kristine; Liam and Bob, Desley and Mark as they 
support him and one another, especially as Liam goes for further testing; Sara and Hyun and 
their families as Sara loves through leukemia.

Those with and recovering from Covid: especially Chris, Kevin & Bronte, Dean Peter, Rev'd
Ann & Rev'd Julia and her family; Kieron and Jenny; Clarkie, Gillian and family;

Those living in pain or with illness: Julie G facing further treatment;

Those in need of your transforming love: Jordan; Douglas; Sonja and her family in Ukraine.

May the old order of struggle pass away and the new order of support flourish: 
in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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'What next?' is such a big question for our churches and for ourselves. We ask your 
blessings on the Anglican Church of Australia following General Synod last week. Please 
gift us all with compassion and peace.
We pray for wisdom for those who guide and lead; especially those leading at the 
Cathedral and in the online space at Web3 Abbey. We uphold Dean Robert Willis as he 
retires as Dean of Canterberry Cathedral and the community there as well as the 
Garden prayer community. May the leave taking time be filled with grace.

We pray for resilience for congregations amid indifference; that the decline of 'The 
Church' will be recognised and dealt with in creative ways that join with your Spirit 
inviting new possibilities for mission and ministry in the world and meet people where 
they are at.

And we pray for ourselves as we navigate the challenges of living faithfully today, 
tomorrow and the next day. May your love transform us so that we are channels of your 
eternal love for all around us.
in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Prayers from Roots on the web



Pray Daily Cycle of Prayer

• The Scottish Episcopal Church

• The Diocese of Melbourne: †Philip Freier; Assistant Bishops -
†Genieve Blackwell, †Bradly Billings, †Paul Barker, †Kate Prowd; 
Clergy and People

• The Parish of Kilcoy: Jilleen Chambers

• Congregations in communion with the Anglican Church

• St Paul’s School, Bald Hills: Headmaster - Paul Browning; 
Chaplain - Mark Leam; Chair of School Council - David Ruthven; 
members of School Council; staff & students



Let us join together in the prayer which Jesus gave us saying:

All: 

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen.
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All: Holy God, who created us for and from love, in this time of 
social distancing, hold us close in your arms. Comfort those who are 
afraid, enliven those who are bored, give courage to those who are 
distressed, and warm those who feel the cold touch of loneliness. 

Breathe in, with and through us as we walk through uncertainty into 
a new future knowing that you are with us now and await us there. 

In the name of Christ the Beloved we pray.
Amen.

By the Rev. Canon Dr. Ellen Clark-King, Vice Dean and Canon for Social Justice at 
Grace Cathedral, San Francisco

A Prayer in the Midst of a Crisis



Devotions



A Personal Prayer for Each of us in the Silence

Lord, you are the beginning and end of all things.
Help me to live this day well,
from its beginning to its ending.
Help me to live my life well,
from its beginning to its ending.
Amen.



Curated by Fleur

Hymn

Raise a Hallelujah

https://youtu.be/e3RRU25dpPg

https://youtu.be/e3RRU25dpPg
https://youtu.be/e3RRU25dpPg


All:

God, who is Alpha and Omega,
the beginning and the end of all things,
you know our past – the burdens we carry.
We know that you will wipe away every tear
and make all things new –
though we cannot always see the work you are doing,
help us to learn from the past,
live in the present,
and hope for the future.
In all of life’s joys and sadnesses,
may we love one another as you love us.
Amen.

Sending Prayer



The Blessing

The God of peace, who brought from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, 

through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make 
you perfect in every good work to do his will, working 
in you what is pleasing in his sight; and the blessing 
of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.
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Notices

• New Study begins on Wednesday

• Leadership notices: Chris

• Birthdays and Anniversaries for April and May

You can offer your gifts online: https://holyhermits.com.au/give

https://holyhermits.com.au/give


Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ, 

Amen.



Extra seasonal resources developed by Roots on the Web

Jesus saying farewell to his 
eleven remaining disciples, from 
the Maesta by Duccio, 1308–1311


