
Easter 3, 2022 
 

“Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts 

which war against the soul”. 

 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Last week the Church marked the Feast Day of St. Philip and St. James; and, in the 

Gospel, the Lord Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life, no one comes 

to the Father but by Me.” Today, the Epistle and Gospel speak about what that 

means and what it looks like. For example, in the Gospel, Jesus says, “Truly, truly 

I say unto you, that you shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and you 

shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy.” 

 

He was talking to the disciples about His coming Death and Burial; but His words 

extend to us and to the Christian life in general. If we commit to following Jesus, 

and believe Him to be the Way, the Truth and the Life, there will be sorrow and 

pain and tears. There will be sacrifice, and lament. There will be difficulty; but 

there will also be great joy and peace which passes all understanding. As the Lord 

Jesus explained, the Christian life is like a woman in labour. As the birth comes 

closer, she gets uncomfortable. Then, when the labour begins, her pain becomes 

intense; but “as soon as she is delivered, she forgets all the anguish because of the 

joy that her child has been born”.     

 

In today’s Epistle, St. Peter underlines some of the uncomfortable and painful 

aspects of following Jesus. There are the desires and lusts of the flesh which war 

against the soul; there is the reality that, as Christians, we are swimming against 

the current. We are a minority in a secular culture. And then there is our 

relationship with the government. As Christians, we are to “submit ourselves to 

every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake; whether it be to the king, as supreme; 

or unto governors.” That does not mean that we should obey the government if it 

calls us to do something against what the Bible teaches. But it does highlight this 

area of life that can be difficult, to say the least. 

 

And, St. Peter had the credibility to say what he said on this subject because he  

experienced the worst days for the Church, during the reign of the Roman 

Emperor, Nero. After arranging for the murder of his mother and then his wife, it is 

believed that Nero initiated the Great Fire of Rome in order to clear land for his 

new palace, the “Golden House".  The fire raged for nine days and the destruction 

was incredible. Nero then seized Christians as scapegoats, and blamed the fire on 



the Church. The persecutions and tortures which followed for the Church were 

atrocious; and, in fact, St. Peter himself was killed during that time. 

 

In reflecting upon the sacrifices and courage of the early Church, especially during 

the persecutions of Nero, two of St. Peter’s words, in the first sentence of today’s 

Epistle, stand out for me: “Dearly, beloved,” he wrote “I beseech you as strangers 

and pilgrims…”. That’s what those followers of Christ were – ‘strangers’ or 

‘aliens’. They were a minority, and the culture was pagan. They did not believe or 

follow the religion of the empire, and just navigating their daily routine was very 

challenging. The Greek translation for ‘pilgrim’ also includes ‘sojourner’ or 

‘temporary resident’. And that was it: the Christians recognized that their stay in 

this world was temporary. They were merely passing through because their true 

citizenship was in heaven. 

 

The issue to be considered here has to do with membership: our membership in he 

Church, and our membership in society. When we were baptized, the Lord adopted 

us as His own children. He made us members of Christ and part of God’s family. 

What that means is that He lavished His grace and mercy upon us. He reached out 

to us in the neediness of our fallen humanity. He washed us from our sins and gave 

us new life. As we come to understand what the Lord has done for us as our Sin-

bearer on the Cross; and as we open our hearts to His immeasurable Love, we have 

a decision o make: will I pledge my heart and my allegiance to Him, or not? 

 

Even though we hear every week that the first and great commandment is to love 

the Lord our God with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength, the temptations to 

pay only lip-service are strong. It is much easier not to act like a stranger or an 

alien. There is a lot of pressure to go with the flow rather than swim upstream. It 

takes a lot of courage to take a stand on something that is unpopular, and it can 

cost us dearly. 

 

And yet, the cost of denying the Lord Jesus – of being luke-warm in our 

commitment to Him – is far greater. We know this in our gut. We know that it is 

wrong to speak out of both sides of our mouth. Nobody wants to be known as a 

hypocrite. And, besides that, the Lord Jesus said it plainly, “Whoever is ashamed 

of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will 

also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy 

angels.” (St. Mark 8.38).  

 

We recently read that in our Bible Study sessions. We have been reading and 

discussing the Gospel according to St. Mark. And, as Jesus prepared the disciples 



for all that was going to happen to Him at Jerusalem, He said, “If any one would 

come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. For 

whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life for my sake and 

the Gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a man, to gain the whole world 

and forfeit his life?” 

 

There is a lot at stake – our relationship with God for all of eternity is stake. This 

relationship must be the foundational one in our life. It must have the highest 

priority. Why? Because it is only when we are ‘right’ with the Lord hat we can be 

right with others. Through our relationship with Him, we learn the true nature of 

love and forgiveness. We begin to understand who we are and what we are as mere 

mortals and miserable sinners; and we come to believe the power of His mercy in 

Christ. We then can live truthfully and graciously with ourselves and with each 

other. We can live with real hope. Yes, I am a sinner, but I am also the child of 

God, redeemed by the precious Blood of His Son, Jesus Christ. Yes, I really 

messed that up yesterday, and I am truly sorry for the way I hurt you. Would you 

please forgive me? 

 

This is a counter-cultural way, but it is the Way of eternal life. It is the Way of 

Hope. It is he Way of Christ Jesus Who Himself has shown us this Way. It is the 

Way of true, inner Peace. And, it is he Way of strangers and pilgrims; aliens and 

sojourners, and all temporary residents of Planet Earth. It is the Way of pain and 

sorrow, but is also the Way of new life and untouchable, everlasting joy. 

 

Let us then, dear friends, in the words of today’s Collect, “forsake those things 

which are contrary to our Christian profession, and follow all the things which 

agree with Christ.” 

 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

 

 

         

 

 

      


