
 

       Sunday, May 15, 2022  

 

Musician ~ Linda Osetsky-Kneeland 

Minister ~ Jan Richardson 

Greetings & Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory 
Greetings. We acknowledge that we meet here on the traditional territories of Treaty 7, and Métis 
Nation of Alberta Region 3.  
We recognize the many First Nations & Métis whose footsteps and guardianship have marked 
these lands for generations and affirm our commitment to the principles and actions of 
reconciliation. 
 

Candle Lighting  
Jesus shone light on the past—so we may learn 
Jesus shone light on the future—so we may have hope 
Jesus shone light on deceit—so we may have justice 
Jesus shone light on goodness—so we may be inspired 
Jesus shone light in dark places—so we may be as Christ. 
—Lu Mountenay 

Centering Hymn: Open My Eyes, That I May See #371 VU 
Words, Music: Clara H. Scott 1895. Public Domain 
Video version shared by Golden Ears United Church https://youtu.be/O0-CAf0Z-yw  

 
Call to Worship 
Called, claimed, commissioned: 

we serve as the body of Christ in this time and place. 
Organized, ordered, ordained: 

we serve as the body of Christ in this time and place. 
Delighted, determined, designated: 

we serve as the body of Christ in this time and place. 
Equipped, engaged, energized: 

we serve as the body of Christ in this time and place. 
Come, people of God, followers of Jesus, let us worship together. S. Lukey, 2022 

 

Opening Prayer 
Gracious and Holy God, in whom we live and move and have our being, 
you have called us to your work in this world and we have responded to your call. 
You urge us, encourage us, challenge us, and provoke us 
to proclaim your Good News, and to be your Good News in this world. 
You ask us to be persistent, patient, and courageous. 

https://youtu.be/O0-CAf0Z-yw


Trusting your Spirit to empower us, we each respond to the ministries to which 
you have called us, as followers of the Way of Jesus. Amen. S. Lukey, 2022 

 

 *Sung Response: What Can I Do? #191 MV 
Words and music: Paul Rumbolt and Michele McCarthy; Arrangement copyright © 2005 Alan C. Whitmore 
Used by permission of OneLicence.net Annual Renewal A-605521   
Video version shared by Golden Ears United Church https://youtu.be/xwO9pDphRZs  

 

A Reading from Acts 11:1-18 
When Peter is criticized for eating with Gentiles, he states that a voice spoke to him saying, “What God has 
made clean, you must not call profane.”  
This becomes a message to the church to work toward the inclusive vision of God’s kin-dom.  
 

Prayer of Confession: 
The forehead is a place of connection. It is a place of caring. We go there to check for a fever, to soothe 
worry lines, to comfort. We cradle our head in our hands when we feel stressed, we massage our temples 
when we feel pain. And it is where many ministers place their wet hand and baptize persons in the love 
and power of the Divine. It is a place of connection. 
And so, I invite you to place your head in your hands as a posture for prayer today.  
Let us pray... 

Oh, God, we forget. How quickly we forget the touch of our baptism, the connection to our call. 
A wet hand to our forehead, cleansing, anointing us, connecting us as members of the body of 
Christ. We are so often hesitant to respond. We forget. 
We forget the touch of a cool hand to our hot foreheads. We are reluctant to reach out to touch 
the blazing fever which rages among your people. We are afraid and so we retreat, prescribing 
instead of soothing, looking and not touching… unconnected. We forget. 
We forget what it is like to reflect truthfully about ourselves. We are unwilling to sit with 
ourselves, holding our head in our hands, hesitant to claim your possibilities for us, reluctant to 
name our sin. We forget. 
Be with us as a parent who sits with a child. Patiently, painfully, wrapping us in your love and care 
– even when we refuse to be touched. Send us your merciful healing. We ask for your grace and 
peace that by it, we might have the courage to stay connected. Amen. 
Reprinted, with permission, from page 127 of Shaping Sanctuary: Proclaiming God’s Grace in an Inclusive Church, edited by Kelly Turney. Sopyright 
2000 by Reconciling Congregation Program.  

 

Hymn ~ Who is My Mother? #178 MV 
Words: Shirley Erena Murray, 1992. Copyright: © 1992 Hope Publishing Company  
Music: Ron Klusmeier, 2002. Copyright: © 2005 Ron Klusmeier. www.musiklus.com. 
Used by permission of OneLicence.net Annual Renewal A-605521   
Video version shared by Golden Ears United Church  https://youtu.be/aR5uIui2YmY 
 

Video Message ~ Theological Banquet ambassadors….  
We hear from Sam, Kathy, Kelly, Tracy, and John; a panel of theme-time participants for A Place at the Table: Feasting at 
the Theological Banquet, facilitated by Rev. Janet Gear, at the Chinook Winds Regional Gathering, May 6/22 
https://youtu.be/zWw_bPZiPn4?t=4441  

 

Hymn ~ Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah #651 VU  
Words: Welsh, William Williams. English Translation: Peter Williams and William Williams.  
French Translation: Flossette du Pasquier. Music: John Hughes. Public Domain.   
Video version shared by Peninsula United Church https://youtu.be/Y2mYHopW0P4  
 

https://youtu.be/xwO9pDphRZs
http://www.musiklus.com/
https://youtu.be/aR5uIui2YmY
https://youtu.be/zWw_bPZiPn4?t=4441
https://youtu.be/Y2mYHopW0P4


Celebrating the Ministry of All Believers  
One:    There are a variety of gifts given but it is the same Spirit who gives them. 
     There are a variety of ways that we can serve God,  
 but we move to the one heart, the one beat as we serve. 
 There are a variety of ministries to which people are called, 
 but the one rhythm of God underlies them all. 
 Each is given a gift to be shared with the world and with the faith community, 
 Each is called to participate in the ministry of all believers  
 and so, we declare faith that draws us together:  (1 Corinthians 12) 
 
All: We are not alone; we live in God's world. We believe in God:  
 who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word Made Flesh, 
 to reconcile and make new, 
 who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
 We trust in God. 
 We are called to be the church; to celebrate God's presence, 
 to live with respect in creation, to love and serve others, 
 to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. 
 In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
 God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God! 
 
One:    Each one of us has been called by God to be part of God’s vision for this world. 
           We give thanks for this sacred trust 
           and pray that the Spirit will grant us the courage  
           to continually accept, celebrate and fulfill this divine calling. Amen. 

 
Liturgy for the Reaffirmation of Baptismal Faith 

Statement of Purpose:  
The church is a community of people with varied gifts, united by the Holy Spirit. Through baptism, 
and the reaffirmation of our baptismal faith, we acknowledge what God is doing for us, and pledge 
our commitment to the universal Christian church through the United Church of Canada.  
 

Presentation of Candidate:  
Board Representative:  On behalf of the congregation of Stettler United Church, I present Linda 
Carolyn (Merchant) Osetsky-Kneeland whom we welcome into the membership of this community of 
faith by transfer of membership, from Trinity United in Coronation, AB.    

 

Commitment of those Reaffirming their Faith:  
Minister:  Welcome Linda.  

Will you join with us as together we celebrate God’s presence, live with respect in creation, 
love and serve others, seek justice, and resist evil?  

Candidate: I will, with God’s help. 
Minister: The waters of baptism offer us a blessing. One of the greatest blessings in life is knowing 
who you are and to whom you belong. 
I invite you to dip your fingers into the waters of baptism and, as you do so, imagine the Spirit 
flowing over you like water.  Touch your forehead, saying silently, “I belong to God,” or some 
similar phrase as we hear the word:   
“And baptism…now saves you -- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to 
God for a good conscience…” (1 Peter 3: 21) 

 
 



Prayer of Blessing: 
Creative God, may the gift of your Holy Spirit strengthen and serve Linda  

that she may be true to you all the days of her life.  Amen.  

 
*Congregational Commitment: (please stand as you’re able)  

As community we gather to reaffirm the power of the Holy Spirit and to celebrate 
the place Linda has in the whole people of God. We give thanks for her gifts, as 
witnessed in this community of faith, and promise to continue to walk with her: 
nurturing one another in faith, upholding one another in prayer, encouraging one 
another in God’s work.  With joy and thanksgiving, we celebrate the faith we all 
share, and rededicate ourselves to the life and work of the body of Christ.  
 

Presentation of Candle, Gifts & Certificates: 
Board Representative:  With open arms and open hearts we welcome Linda.  
Jesus calls us to be light for the whole world.  Let your light shine before others that they may see 
the Spirit revealed through your life! 
May this prayer shawl remind you that you are wrapped in God’s love; as we are knit together in 
the family of faith. 
In the name of Jesus, who is the foundation upon which we build our church, we welcome you as 

an official member of Stettler United Church.  
 

Hymn ~ I Was There to Hear your Borning Cry #644 VU 
Words, Music: © 1985 John Ylvisaker, P.O. Box 321, Waverly, IA 50667, USA. Used with the permission of 
OneLicence.net Annual Renewal A-605521     
Video version shared by Disciples Net Church https://youtu.be/WUfLZNtAtjA  

 
Prayers of the Gathered Community  

& The Prayer Jesus Taught  
 
*Benediction 
Bless the Giver 

and every good gift! 
Bless all that has been planted, 

that it will sprout in us and in others. 
Bless the harvest of life 

that we are called to share. 
In our words, in our actions, in our time, talents, and treasure 

may the Spirit in me honour the Spirit in you. 
Amen. 
Reprinted, with permission, from Called To Be The Church 2021, The United Church of Canada  

 
*Recessional ~ Dance With the Spirit #156 MV 
Words and music copyright © 1995 by Jim and Jean Strathdee (Desert Flower Music) 
Used with permission of the composer and OneLicence.net Annual Renewal A-605521. 
Video link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwMiZ5NEyiI&ab_channel=GoldenEarsUnitedChurch  

https://youtu.be/WUfLZNtAtjA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwMiZ5NEyiI&ab_channel=GoldenEarsUnitedChurch


 

 


