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FIRST UNITED CHURCH 
16 William Street West, Waterloo, Ontario 
(519) 745-8487   www.firstunitedchurch.ca 

Building Relationships. Living God's Transforming Love. 
 

Sunday, May 15, 2022 
 
 
Prelude     Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott, BuxWV 184                    D. Buxtehude  
      

WE ARE GATHERED FOR WORSHIP 
 
Acknowledgement of the Land          
First United Church, 16 William Street W, Waterloo, stands on the traditional territory shared 
between the Haudenosaunee confederacy and the Anishinabe nations and the Neutral People.    
This territory is covered by the Upper Canada Treaties, is within the lands protected by the 
Haldimand Treaty territory. We must acknowledge a debt to those who were here before us, and 
recognize our responsibility, as guests, to respect and honour the intimate relationship Indigenous 
peoples have to this land.  

Welcome           
Welcome to First United Church uptown Waterloo. The people at First are dedicated to "Building 
Relationships and Living God's Transforming Love." We are an affirming and inclusive congregation 
striving to embrace people in all ages and stages of life. We are committed to the ongoing work of 
justice, to promote reconciliation and healing, and to create equity for people of all sexual 
orientations and gender identities within the church and in wider society. May your time of worship 
be an experience of God's transforming love for you 
 
Announcements       
 
Lighting the Christ Candle      
From the United Church of Canada's Song of Faith  

God is Holy Mystery, beyond complete knowledge, above perfect description. 
Yet, in love, the one eternal God seeks relationship. 
 
So God creates the universe and with it the possibility of being and relating. 
God tends the universe, mending the broken and reconciling the estranged. 
God enlivens the universe, guiding all things toward harmony with their Source. 
Grateful for God’s loving action, we cannot keep from singing.  

 
With the Church through the ages, we speak of God as one and triune: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We also speak of God as 
 Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer 
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 God, Christ, and Spirit 
 Mother, Friend, and Comforter 
 Source of Life, Living Word, and Bond of Love, 
 and in other ways that speak faithfully of 
the One on whom our hearts rely, the fully shared life at the heart of the universe. 
 
We witness to Holy Mystery that is Wholly Love. 
 
God is creative and self-giving, generously moving 
 in all the near and distant corners of the universe. 
Nothing exists that does not find its source in God. 
Our first response to God’s providence is gratitude.  
We sing thanksgiving. 
 
Finding ourselves in a world of beauty and mystery, 
 of living things, diverse and interdependent, 
 of complex patterns of growth and evolution, 
 of subatomic particles and cosmic swirls, 
we sing of God the Creator, the Maker and Source of all that is. 
 
Let us sing Earth and All Stars  
 

Opening Hymn  Earth and All Stars (VU p. 888) 
 

1 Earth and all stars,  
 loud rushing planets 
 sing to our God a new song! 
 Hail, wind, and rain, 
 loud blowing snowstorm 
 sing to our God a new song! 
  God has done marvellous things. 
  We will sing praises with a new song! 
 
2 Steel and machines, 
 loud pounding hammers 
 sing to our God a new song! 
 Limestone and beams, 
 loud building workers 
 sing to our God a new song!  R 
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3 Classrooms and labs, 
 loud boiling test tubes 
 sing to our God a new song! 
 Athlete and band, 
 loud cheering people 
 sing to our God a new song!  R 
 
4 Knowledge and truth, 
 loud sounding wisdom 
 sing to our God a new song! 
 Daughter and son, 
 loud praying elders 
 sing to our God a new song!  R 

 
Opening Prayer: Great is your faithfulness, O God.   Rev. Harry Disher 
All: We praise you and thank you for your steadfast love, your abiding presence, and the 
blessing of your transforming power in all the ages and stages of life.  You are with us and active 
in times of new beginnings and times of parting.  You gift us with the ability to hold precious 
memories in our hearts and minds, and the imprint of your Spirit’s work among us always 
remains.  We can count on you to continue to multiply our joys, challenge us to enter into new 
learnings and fresh ways of living out our lives of faith, motivate us to work for peace and justice, 
and to build relationships as we seek to live out your transforming love.  So, with grateful hearts, 
we honour you in worship this day.  Amen.       
 
Introduction to Children's Story       
 
Children's Time In My Heart, A Book of Feelings by Jo Wink 
 
Children's Hymn Make a Joyful Noise  VU 820 

 
 Refrain  Make a joyful noise all the earth! 
   Worship your God with gladness. 
   Make a joyful noise all the earth. 
   Come to this place with a song! 
 
1 Know that your God has made you. 
 Know it's to God we belong. 
 And come to this place with joyfulness and praise. 
 Worship your God with a song!  R 
 
2 Enter these gates, thanks giving. 
 Enter these courts with praise. 
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 Sing thanks to your God and bless the holy Name. 
 Worship your God with a song!  R 
 
3 Ages through endless ages, 
 seasons of endless years, 
 the love of our Maker ever shall endure. 
 Worship your God with a song!  R 

 
 

WE ARE INSPIRED BY SCRIPTURE, SERMON, AND SONG 
 
Scripture:  John 13:33-35 

 
Dear church family,  

I won’t be with you much longer. 
You’ll look for me, but what I said to those in charge,  
I say to you: where I am going, you cannot come.  

 
I give you a new commandment: 

Love one another. 
And you’re to love one another he way I have loved you.  
This is how all will know that you’re my disciples: 
that you truly love one another.” 

 
Sermon To Know Christ and Make Christ Known 
 
Sermon Hymn  Blest Be the Tie that Binds  VU 602 
 

1 Blest be the tie that binds 
 our hearts in Christian love; 
 the unity of heart and mind 
 is like to that above. 
 
2 Before our Maker's throne 
 we pour our ardent prayers; 
 our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 
 our comforts and our cares. 
 
3 We share each other's woes, 
 each other's burdens bear; 
 and often for each other flows 
 the sympathizing tear. 
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4 This glorious hope revives 
 our courage on the way; 
 that we shall live in perfect love 
 in God's eternal day. 

  
 

WE GIVE FROM WHAT WE HAVE RECEIVED 
 
Call for the Offering and Dedication    Rev. Harry Disher 
 
Prayer of Dedication: God of Easter hope, Easter joy, and resurrection possibilities, 
All: receive our gifts of treasure, time, and talent in response to your multiple gifts to us. 
In heart, mind, and spirit let us continue to offer our selves, our lives of faith, our ventures  
in discipleship as people dedicated to the ministry and mission into which you continue to call  
and invite us.  May all people and all creation come to know and experience the pull of your 
grace, the freedom your mercy affords, and the abiding strength of being upheld in your love. 
Amen. 
      
Music Ministry  Lead Me, Guide Me                   Doris Akers, arr. J. Carter 
                                      Gallery Choir  
 
Prayers of the People      Rev. Harry Disher   
       
    

WE GO BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING 
 
Sending Hymn  God be with You Till We Meet Again (VU 422) 
 

1 God be with you till we meet again; 
 loving counsels guide, uphold you, 
 with a shepherd's care enfold you; 
 God be with you till we meet again. 
  Till we meet, till we meet, 
  till we meet at Jesus' feet; 
  till we meet, till we meet, 
  God be with you till we meet again. 
 
2 God be with you till we meet again; 
 unseen wings protecting hide you, 
 daily manna still provide you; 
 God be with you till we meet again.  R 
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3 God be with you till we meet again; 
 when life's perils thick confound you, 
 put unfailing arms around you; 
 God be with you till we meet again.  R 
  
4 God be with you till we meet again; 
 keep love's banner floating o'er you, 
 smite death's threatening wave before you; 
 God be with you till we meet again. R 
  

Blessing and Commission 
Life is short,  
and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts  
of those who make the journey with us. 
 
So . . . be swift to love and make haste to be kind. 
 
And the blessing of God,  
who made us, who loves us, 
and who travels with us be with you  
now and forever. Amen.         
  
RESPONSE (VU, p. 884)  You Shall Go Out with Joy   
 You shall go out with joy  
  and be led forth with peace; 
 the mountains and the hills 
  will break forth before you; 
 there'll be shouts of joy, 
  and all the trees of the field 
 will clap, will clap their hands! 
 
 And all the trees of the field will clap their hands,  
  (clap, clap) 
 the trees of the field will clap their hands, 
  (clap, clap) 
 the trees of the field will clap their hands 
  (clap, clap) 
 while you go out with joy.   
             

Postlude In dir ist Freude (In Thee is Gladness)         J. S. Bach 
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_________________ 
Credits 
Land Acknowledgement:  Adapted from McMaster University's acknowledgement 
Children's Story: In My Heart, A Book of Feelings by Jo Wink found at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xIfLgHBwYx4 
Scripture:  Priests for Equality. The Inclusive Bible Sheed & Ward. 
 
Participating in Today's Worship 
Presiding and Preaching: The Rev. Rose Ann Vita, Minister of Worship and Pastoral Care 
Prayers: The Rev. Harry Disher, Intentional Interim Minister 
Music: Kathleen King Martin, Director of Music Ministries; Gallery Choir 
AV Team: Harold Arnett, Greg Case, Matthew Savage 
 
 


