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GATHERING MUSIC     “Prelude and Fugue in F Major, BWV 556”         J. S. Bach 
 
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE       “A Joyous Song of Praise”             Samuel Wesley  

 
(We Stand) 

 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
By our baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ, God raises us up to new life. Let us 
confess to God our sins and all that waits for resurrection in our lives. 
Amen. 
 
God of grace and glory,  
You have brought us through the night of sin into the light of Jesus’ resurrection. Yet our 
lives are still shadowed by sin. Make us alive in Christ, O God. Make us new as you make 
all things new. Rescue us from evil and the gloom of sin, renew us in grace, and restore 
us to living in your holiness, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
Rejoice with all creation around God’s throne! The light of the risen Christ puts to flight all evil 
deeds, washes away sin, restores innocence to the fallen, casts out hate, brings peace, and 
humbles earthly pride. God is merciful and gracious, granting forgiveness through Jesus Christ 
to all who confess their sin. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the  name of the  
Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!  
 

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and 
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side. 
 

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex. 
 

Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side. 
 

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by 
the stairwell. 
 

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Men’s  
Sunday school classroom.  Any usher will be glad to direct you. 
 

Sunday school classes are provided for 18 month olds through adults. 
 

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex. Ushers are also  
available to assist you. 
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GATHERING HYMN            “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”            ELW 631 
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GREETING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you always. 
And also with you.  
 
KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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THE SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

(We Sit) 
 

FIRST READING           Acts 11:1-18 
 
1
Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also  

accepted the word of God. 
2
So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers  

criticized him, 
3
saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 

4
Then Peter 

began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 
5
“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a 

trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being 
lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. 

6
As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed 

animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 
7
I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, 

Peter; kill and eat.’ 
8
But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever 

entered my mouth.’ 
9
But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made 

clean, you must not call profane.’ 
10

This happened three times; then everything was pulled up 
again to heaven. 

11
At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the 

house where we were. 
12

The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction  
between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s 
house. 

13
He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to  

Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 
14

he will give you a message by which you and 
your entire household will be saved.’ 

15
And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them 

just as it had upon us at the beginning. 
16

And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had 
said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 

17
If then God gave 

them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I 
could hinder God?” 

18
When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, 

“Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALMODY               Psalm 148 

 
1
Hallelujah! Praise the Lord| from the heavens; 

 praise God | in the heights. 
2
Praise the Lord, | all you angels; 

 sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven. 
3
Praise the Lord, | sun and moon; 

 sing praise, all you | shining stars. 
4
Praise the Lord, heav- | en of heavens, 

 and you waters a- | bove the heavens. 
5
Let them praise the name | of the Lord, 

 who commanded, and they | were created, 
6
who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever, 

 giving them a law that shall not | pass away. R 
7Praise the Lord| from the earth, 
 you sea monsters | and all deeps; 
8
fire and hail, | snow and fog, 

 tempestuous wind, do- | ing God’s will; 
9
mountains | and all hills, 

 fruit trees | and all cedars; 
10

wild beasts | and all cattle, 
 creeping things and | flying birds; 
11

sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples, 
 princes and all rulers | of the world; 
12

young | men and maidens, 
 old and | young together. R 
13

Let them praise the name | of the Lord, 
 whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven. 
14

The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all | faithful servants, 
 the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. | Hallelujah! R 
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SECOND READING               Revelation 21:1-6 
 
1
I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 

and the sea was no more. 
2
And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
3
And I heard a loud voice from 

the throne saying,  
 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them; 
 

4
he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away.” 
  

5
And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he 

said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 
6
Then he said to me, “It is done! I am 

the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift 
from the spring of the water of life.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
(We Stand) 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL        John 13:31-35 
 
The holy gospel according to St. John, the 13th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 
been glorified in him. 

32
If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and 

will glorify him at once. 
33

Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; 
and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you 
a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love 
one another. 

35
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one  

another.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

(We Sit) 
 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON          Pastor Jason 
 
 
SERMON           Pastor Jason 
 
 

(We Stand) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY        "Great God, Your Love Has Called Us”           ELW 358 
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THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the  
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and  
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

(We Sit) 
 

OFFERING 
At this time in the service we pause to reflect on all the gifts that God has given us.  God calls us to be  
generous stewards of those gifts for the sake of our ministry near and far.  You can support our ministry by 
putting your offering in the offering plate, mailing your offering to the church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or 
through the Givelify app.  If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please contact our Parish 
Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562. 

 
Anthem              “Love’s Redeeming Work Is Done”            Robert J. Powell 

 
Love’s redeeming work is done; Fought the fight, the battle won: 

 
Vain the stone, the watch, the seal!  Christ has burst the gates of hell!   

Lives again our glorious King; Where, O death, is now thy sting?   
Dying once, He all doth save; Where thy victory, O grave?   
Death in vain forbids Him rise; Christ has opened Paradise. 

 
Love’s redeeming work is done; Fought the fight, the battle won.   

 
Soar we now where Christ has led, Following our exalted Head;  

Thee we greet triumphant now; Hail, the Resurrection Thou!   
Made like Him, like Him we rise;  Ours the cross, the grave, the skies.   

Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n!  Praise to Thee by both be giv’n.   
 

Love’s redeeming work is done; Fought the fight, the battle won! 
 

(We Stand) 
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OFFERTORY                  ELW 184 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
THE PREFACE 
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THE SANCTUS 

 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

(We Sit) 
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THE AGNUS DEI 

 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

C hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning 
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to  

remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable 
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each 
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

 
The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.   

The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack. 
 
Communion Hymn   “What Wondrous Love Is This”            LBW 385 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
May God, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, who has brought us from death to life, fill 
you with great joy and bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG       “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen”            ELW 377 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace to share the good news that Christ is Risen! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  

 
POSTLUDE            “God of Our Father”        George W. Warren  
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God and in memory of our loving parents by 
Don and Renate Chappell. 
 
 
 
 
SERVING TODAY: 
Ushers: (8:30) Eric Wessinger, Ivan Black, Pat Bowen, Bill Carroll, Aaron Rawl, Vernon Hester, 
  Deon Fink, Blaine Richardson, and Chad Geary; 
 (11:00) Randy Huber, Alon Cox, James Renwick, Roy Welch, Brian Paeth, Ray Smith, 
  and Doug Harper  
Readers: (8:30) Karen Thouvenot; (11:00) Sylvia Howell 
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Marty Nantz; (11:00) Ed Smith 
Order of St. Stephen’s:  (8:30)  [A] Connor Geary [C] Katie Dawkins; 
   (11:00)  [A] Sam Taylor [C] Sophie Taylor 
 
 
 
 
The Church Staff                       Crisis Care Line: 808-6471              Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Jason T. Antley   Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life 
Mrs. Denise Ellis, Music Director   Mrs. Juyeon Kim, Organist 
Mrs. Kimberly Peterson, Preschool Director Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 

The Rev. Dr. Dennis Bolton, Pastor for Welcome and Visitation 
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 

 
 
 

 
Sunday School Information: 

 
         Locations for Children’s Classes Locations for Adult Classes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

Nursery – Room #105   Saints & Sinners with Pastor Jason 
     Room #207 (Old Agape Classroom) 

2, 3, 4 year olds & 5K – Room #103    

1st & 2nd Grade – Room # 202   Agape Adult Class 
     Men’s Classroom (Downstairs) 

3
rd

, 4
th

, and 5
th

 Grade – Room #216    

6
th

, 7
th

, and 8
th

 Grade – Room #212    Young Adult Class 
     Chapel (Upstairs New Building) 

9
th

 – 12
th

 Grade – Room #217     


