
Holy Spirit & wisdom: Isaiah 11:2, John 14:26, 2 Corinthians 2:10-16
"Knowledge": Gnosis - head knowledge, facts. Epignosis - heart knowledge, experience 

John 3:19-21
Resurrection & hope: 1 Corinthians 15:14

The church: seeing something differently than what everyone else is seeing,
The church: acting differently than everyone else is acting
The church: made full & complete in Christ, extending his presence worldwide 

Sermon Notes, May 8, 2022 
Text: Ephesians 1:15-23

Introduction
Have you ever been searching for something you’d misplaced and you’ve searched high
and low, lifted every couch cushion, searched every pocket, gone through every drawer…
only to have someone with a fresh set of eyes come in and find it right off the bat?
Sometimes it takes is a fresh set of eyes or a fresh perspective to see clearly what has been
right in front of you the whole time. Are we seeing what God sees?

While Paul kicks off his letter with enthusiasm and passion, gushing about God's goodness
and grace, as we saw last week, he now turns his attention to the recipients of that gift,
faithful followers of Jesus:

Notice Paul isn't praying for God to give them something they don't have or more of
something they lack, he prays that they would have fresh eyes and a new perspective to
see what they already have and what is already true of them.

1) Spiritual Wisdom & Insight - "so that you might grow in the knowledge of God." 

“A wise man had said that your Christian life is like a three-legged stool. The legs are
doctrine, experience and practice, which is obedience; and you, will not stay upright unless
all three are there. In recent years many Christians have not kept these three together.” 
JI Packer

2) Hearts Flooded with Light - "so you can understand the confident hope he has given" 

"Hope isn't based on our circumstances changing, conditions improving, life's storms
stopping - Christian hope is rooted in a historical event that has already happened."

3) God's Power for Us
"Everything, everywhere under the authority of Christ: JESUS OVER EVERYTHING"

 

MADE NEW: "I See It Now...." - Week 2 - Pastor Jeremy Bates

MADE NEW
E P H E S I A N S  A  S T U D Y  I N



Life Group Discussion
Warm-Up: 
"How have you seen God at work in your life, or in the lives of people around you recently?" 
 
Study & Discussion:

1) What resonated with you from the sermon? What challenged or surprised you? What
questions do you have? 

Read Ephesians 1:15-23

2) Paul opens Ephesians gushing about the greatness of God's grace, and then turns to
address the recipients, "faithful followers" who have become part of the churches he planted
10 years ago. He shows the heart of a spiritual father - praising & praying. Who has been
like a spiritual father/mother figure in your life, praying for & discipling you? Do you have
someone you are pouring into in this way? 

What is the Holy Spirit's role in helping us grow in the knowledge of God?
Read Isaiah 11:2, John 14:26, 2 Corinthians 2:10-16

3) JI Packer, in his book "Knowing God" makes an assertion in the quote on the flipside of
this page about "many Christians" not keeping to the 3 legs of the stool he describes. Do
you agree or disagree, and what ought we do to ensure a solid foundation for our faith? 
 

4) What does it mean that the resurrection of Jesus is the basis for all Christian hope? How
does this apply pracically to our everyday lives when hope wants to deflate? 

Paul’s prayer isn’t that believers would be seeing “virtual” reality, but that we would be
seeing ‘SPIRITUAL” reality, that we would see ourselves, our circumstances and the people
around us the way God sees:

Prayer: 
As a group, pray through Paul's prayer in Ephesians 1:17,18,19, asking God for the
same things for each other that Paul asked for his friends. Remember to remind each
other that Paul wasn't praying for God to give them something they didn't have or
more of something they lacked, he prayed that they would have fresh eyes and a new
perspective to see what they already have and what is already true of them. 


