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-The inspiration of the new heaven and the new earth- 

Date:  May 15, 2022 (Easter 5) 
1.  Texts:  Acts 11:1-18; Ps. 148; Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35. 

2.  Subject:  discipleship. 

3.  Topic:  disciples and Church as the always becoming transformation. 

4.  Aim:  inspire. 

5.  Proposition:  “The new heaven and the new earth were and are and are coming into being.” 

 

THE NEW HEAVEN, THE NEW EARTH 

 

 The Revelation of St. John the Divine is a book of promises.  It promises 

great and terrible things at the end of time.  It promises existence-transforming 

experiences for God’s faithful people.  The Revelation is a book of promises. 

 

 That makes the Revelation a visionary book, a book intended by John and 

God to inspire, to awaken God’s people to new possibilities of existence.  Those 

people who can genuinely listen to God’s voice come up against both God’s 

words of censure and judgement and God’s words of blessing and comfort.  

God’s words are a two-edged sword, and he inspires with all of them.  The 

Revelation is a visionary book, an inspirational book. 

 

 John passionately ached to experience the fulfillment of God’s promises. 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven 

and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no 

more…  And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I 

am making all things new.”1   

But the promises of God deal with time in a very different way. 

 

 At the beginning of the Revelation, the prophet describes the Lord God as 

he “who is and who was and who is to come…”2 God has always been, even 

before the beginning of time.  God is eternally present to each of us in every 

moment throughout time.  God will be even after the end of time.  He is the 

Almighty, who was and is and is to come.   

 

 God’s promises are as he is:  they were made and fulfilled in the past, and 

are being fulfilled in each generation in the present and will be fulfilled at the end 

 
1 Revelation 21:1, 5a.   
2 Revelation 1:8. 
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of time when all things come to be in their fullness.  His promises were and are 

and will be fulfilled across time.   

 

 The death and resurrection of Jesus opened up heaven to all those who 

believe in the Christ.  This created a new heaven:  God’s promise fulfilled. 

 

 The death and resurrection of Jesus made resurrection possible for all who 

choose to believe.  This created a new earth:  God’s promise fulfilled.   

 

 The new creation is being renewed and made anew in each generation, in 

each person:  God’s promises being fulfilled in the here and now. 

 

 The new creation of heaven and earth will be made complete at the end of 

time:  God’s promises will be fulfilled.   

 

 God is the past, the present and the future.  His promises reach across time.  

They were fulfilled once for all in Jesus.  They are being fulfilled in each 

generation of believer.  They will be fulfilled for all of creation at the end of time.  

This is the reality and truth of God.  This is the reality and truth of his promises 

of both judgment and blessing.   

 

 Sisters and brothers, now is the time that we give ourselves over to the God 

of promises, to be carried up into the fulfilling of those promises.  We allow God 

to invade us, to carry us up into his past, present and future.  We choose to be the 

channels through which he fulfills his promises which he has carried forward 

from the past that we might be a part of his future.  We become his new heaven 

on this new earth. 

 

 But you must choose to live in God’s past, present and future.  He will not 

force you to be the fulfillment of his promises.  We are free to either plunge 

ourselves into his promises or to divorce ourselves from his presence.  We choose 

if we will be a part of his new creation or if we will live under the threat of God’s 

judgement.   
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 I choose to believe that everyone listening to this sermon has already made 

the choice to reside in the resurrection of Christ and in the promises of God.  All 

the evidence points to this reality. 

 

 But, just as a married couple renews their wedding vows, so the followers 

of Jesus must renew their commitment to him.  This reading from the Revelation 

presents us with the opportunity to recommit ourselves to our saving relationship 

with God through Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit.   

Come, Holy Spirit, come.  Renew in us your gracious presence.  

Draw each of us into a dearer and truer love of God as he made 

himself known to us in Christ.  Fill us to overflowing with the 

certain knowledge of our salvation.  Use us, we pray, to fulfill 

our Father’s promises in our time and space.  AMEN.   

 

 Then, we must seek out the opportunities to be the fulfillment of God’s 

promises and vision.  Where there is injustice and oppression, we must work for 

freedom and peace.  When others suffer, we must bring the balm of compassion 

and practical aid.  Remember, 

Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we 

saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 

something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger 

and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when 

was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And 

the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 

one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.”3  

We fulfill God’s promises when we become his new kingdom on this earth.  We 

fulfill God’s vision for this creation when we allow him to use us to make all 

things new.   

 

 In such ways we prepare this earth for the completion of all things at the 

end of time.  We are setting the stage for the culmination of God’s plans and the 

final expression of Jesus’ resurrection.  We choose to share in the salvation of 

others and in the fulfillment of God’s promises for them, even for those at the end 

of time.   

 
3 Matthew 25:37-40. 
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 Now you can see—the promises and vision of God himself.  Such is the 

glory and power and grace to which he has called each of us.  Here is the reality 

for which Christ died and to which we each have been called: 

‘See, the home of God is among mortals. 

He will dwell with them; 

they will be his peoples, 

and God himself will be with them; 

he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first things have passed away.’4 

 

 Today is one day when we can make these promises our promises.  Today 

we can make God’s vision our vision.  Please, please be overwhelmed by the 

honour God is doing you, to make you a part of his past, his present and his future 

all at once. 

 

 AMEN. 

 
4 Revelation 21:3-4.   


