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WEFC - Sermon Study Guide – May 8, 2022 

Matthew 20:20-28         The Aspirations Of A Godly Mother          

1. Consider the mothers mentioned in the Bible. e.g: Jochabed, Gomer, Hannah, Mary, Ruth, Jezebel, 

Esther, Herodias, Elizabeth, and Sarah, Lot’s wife, Potiphar’s wife, etc… 

     a. Which ones are positive role models?  Why? 

     b. Which ones are negative role models?  Why? 

     c. Which biblical mother would you associate with your mother?  Why? 

     d. If you are a mother, which biblical mother is your mentor or hero?  Why? 

2.  Read Matthew 20:20-28. 

A Mother’s Request 
20 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of 

him.  NOTE: It is believed that the mother mentioned here is named Salome (Mt. 27:55,56; Mk 15:40). 
21 “What is it you want?” he asked. 

She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in 

your kingdom.” 
22 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am going to 

drink?” 

“We can,” they answered. 
23 Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to 

grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.” 
24 When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. 25 Jesus called them 

together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials 

exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you 

must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28 just as the Son of 

Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 

3. Mother’s Day has been practiced in North America for more than 100 years. Some people eagerly 

anticipate the day as a day of joyous celebration. Other people dread the day because, to them, it’s a 

day filled with emotional pain and heartache.   

 What are your sentiments with regard to Mother’s Day?  Why? 

4. Sermon Outline 

 Characteristics of Godly Mothers Who Have Aspirations For Their Children 

1. Mothers Bring Their Children To Jesus (v.20) 

 “Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons.” 

 Bringing children to Jesus is a beautiful expression of a mother’s love, and concern for their 

spiritual well-being.  

     a.  When you were a child, what kinds of places did your mother take you? 

     b.  What role did your mother have in your spiritual education and development? 

     c.  Where did your mother take you to nurture your spiritual well-being? 

     d.  You’ll noticed that Salome didn’t drop off or send her two sons to Jesus. She brought them. 

- How do you think children who have been “dropped off” at church respond to the Gospel 

when they get older?  

QUOTE:  “Don’t drop your kids off at church, bring them home to it.” Travis Agnew 
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2.  Mother’s Pray For Their Children (v. 20, 21) 

 “Then Salome came to Jesus with her sons and kneeling down, asked a favor of him.”   

 Kneeling before Jesus is a posture that is commonly associated with prayer.  

     a. Do/Did you have a mother who prays/prayed for you?  

     b. Do you pray for your children?  How would you describe your prayers?   

     c. What does a kneeling mother’s physical posture say about her prayer? 

     d. In what kinds of situations do godly mothers pray? 

     e. Salome’s children, James and John, were nicknamed “the sons of thunder” (Mark 3:17).  Their 

character is illustrated by their desire to call fire down from heaven to destroy a village (Luke 9:51-55).   

What kinds of prayers do mothers of strong-willed children pray?    

3.  Mothers Want God’s Best For Their Children (v. 21-23) 

Consider Salome’s ‘prayer’ and Jesus’ response.   

Salome said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at 

your left in your kingdom” (v.21).   

     a. What does Salome’s prayer reveal about her aspirations for her boys? 

     b. What aspirations did your mother have for you?  

     c. What aspirations do you have for your children?  

Jesus said, “You don’t know what you are asking…to sit at my right or left is not for me to 

grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.”   

     d. Why did Jesus consider Salome’s request to be inappropriate?  

     e. Were your mother’s aspirations for you appropriate? 

     f. Would Jesus consider your aspirations for your children to be appropriate? 

     g. What is Jesus’ criteria for greatness? (v.25-28) 

     h. What would Jesus consider to be an appropriate prayer for a mother to pray for her children? 

4.  Mothers Serve Their Children (v. 25-28) 

     a. In what way has your mother served you? 

     b. I what way has Jesus served you? 

     c. In what way do you serve your children? 

     d. Consider Mark 16:1. What’s your impression of Salome? 

 

Conclude in Prayer 

     a. Thank God for your mother. Mention some of her positive characteristics.  

     b. Pray for mothers. 

     c.  Consider the following quotes. 
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 Quotes To Consider 

• “Any mother could perform the jobs of several air-traffic controllers with ease.” —Lisa Alther 

• “A mother is a person who, seeing there are only four pieces of pie for five people, promptly 

announces she never did care for pie.” —Tenneva Jordan 

• “An ounce of mother is worth a ton of priest.” —Spanish Proverb 

• “A mom forgives us all our faults, not to mention one or two we don’t even have.” —Robert 

Brault 

• “In the end, mothers are always right. No one else tells the truth.” —Randy Susan Meyers 

• “God could not be everywhere, and therefore he made mothers.” —Rudyard Kipling 

• “We have a secret in our culture, and it’s not that birth is painful. It’s that women are 

strong.” —Laura Stavoe Harm 

• “It’s not easy being a mother. If it were, fathers would do it.” —The Golden Girls 

• “When your mother asks, ‘Do you want a piece of advice?’ it’s a mere formality. It doesn’t 

matter if you answer yes or no. You’re going to get it anyway.” —Erma Bombeck 

• “The phrase ’working mother’ is redundant.” —Jane Sellman 

• “I want my children to have all the things I couldn’t afford. Then, I want to move in with 

them.” —Phyllis Diller 

• “Any mother could do the jobs of several air traffic controllers with ease” —Lisa Alther 

• “If evolution really works, how come mothers have only two hands?” —Milton Berle 

• “There is only one pretty child in the world, and every mother has it.” —Chinese Proverb 

• “Mom, I love you, even though I’ll never accept your friend request.” —Unknown 

 


