
Missions Update - May 2022 – from Roseann Stahl 
 
 
Praise! Emily Weinberg has collected all the support she needs for her mission trip to Cambodia.  
Any additional funds above her need will be given to her teammates who may be struggling to 
meet the support they need.  Please continue to pray for Emily.  Also, for those participating in 
taking a day of prayer for Emily when she is away, cards are due back to Kim next Sunday. 
 
 
Pregnancy Care Center of NY 
 
The PCC has had a new director this year – Arlene Rutuelo. Pastor and I met with her earlier this 
year and were encourage by her vision and transparent leadership style. 
 
On Thursday, April 30th, the PCC hosted their annual fundraising banquet. 307 people attended 
in person and 800 watched on the live stream representing 18 supporting churches.  There were 
12 people from Bethel there that night. 
 
A goal was set very high, and they hoped to raise $120,000.  In the past, they usually raise around 
$50K and after $20k of expenses, can put $30k in the bank.  Expenses for the banquet are still 
around $20 and as of Monday, the PCC has collected over $80k and donations are still coming in. 
 
We need to continue in prayer, that we can wisely use the funds to expand the team and outreach 
efforts to meet those in need of services where they live and where they are in their journey. 
 
We also need to be in prayer for the Supreme Court Justices and their upcoming Roe vs. Wade 
ruling. We need to pray for churches and care centers here in New York. New York supports 
abortion up to 24 weeks and even beyond if the mother’s life or health is at risk.  “At risk health” 
isn’t really defined and can be left up to interpretation.  We will also see some “Christian” 
denominations rallying in support of abortion alongside many other religions.  For example, many 
Jewish leaders say the Talmud allows for abortion.  They say we misinterpret scriptures such as 
Psalm 139. They believe the fetus is just water for the first 40 days and doesn’t have a soul until 
then. They also say the fetus is not human until the head comes out during labor. We need to 
pray that the masses will not be led astray when they misinterpret the scriptures to support their 
side such as Ex 21:22-23 which they say proves a fetus is property and not human 
(myjewishearning.com). 
 
The PCC will hopefully be a resource more people with doubts will search out.  There are still 
many ways you can continue to help as they expand their outreach and programs into the 
community. 
 
There will be another volunteer training in October.  Even if you aren’t sure you want to volunteer 
time at the PCC, the information presented by Dr. Joyceann Fileccia is valuable and you never know 
when you might need it. 
 
Lastly, in the lobby you will find empty baby bottles. We have been asked to fill these baby bottles 
with our loose change, dollars and maybe even a check between Mother’s Day and Father’s Day 
as a way to support and celebrate those who come to center to choose life for their children. 



 
Samaritan’s Purse & Operation Christmas Child 
 
Last weekend I attended the Connect Conference.  This is the annual conference for all trained 
Operation Christmas Child volunteers.  It is a celebration of what has been accomplished and an 
encouragement for what is to come.  Through live streaming and zoom calls we hear from many 
leaders from headquarters, regional and international offices, and other volunteers. 
 
Franklin Graham wants to encourage us to remind people that Samaritan’s Purse is not a 
humanitarian organization.  It upsets him when he hears Samaritan’s Purse described this way.  
Samaritan’s Purse is an evangelical organization.  Everything Samaritan’s Purse does is to bring 
the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ to lost.  Samaritan’s Purse reaches out to suffering and the poor, 
but while caring for their physical needs, spiritual needs are of the utmost priority. 
 
In the Ukraine there are approximately 3300 churches that partner with Operation Christmas 
Child.  1200 of these churches have received over $6 million in funding and supplies. 660,000 
shoeboxes were sent and over 400,000 have been distributed so far.  Samaritan’s Purse besides 
its hospitals, have set up a major feeding operation for displaced Ukrainians in Moldovia, 
Romania, Slovakia, and Poland.  And giving the Gospel is a priority to all serving in these areas. 
 
In 2021, we built, collected, and sent to 129 countries: 
• 465 shoeboxes at our Packing Party and an additional 58 from the congregation 
• 4588 shoeboxes on Staten Island 
• 270,000 Build-a-Box Online were packed in Charlotte Processing center in 10 days 
• 371,000 in the Northeast, 9.1 million in the United States & 10.5 million globally 
 
For 2022, our goals are: 
• 500 for our Packing Party and 65 from the Congregation 
• 4817 for Staten Island 
• 400,001 for the Northeast, 9.55 million for the US & 11 million globally 
 
Since 1993 we have built, collected, and sent 198 million shoeboxes and this year we are looking 
to celebrate the 200 millionth shoebox.  This is very exciting and important because this 
translates in millions of children, their families, their communities accepting Jesus Christ as their 
Lord and Savior.  The statistic used to be 10% of children (1 in 10 shoeboxes) would accept Jesus.  
Today almost 24% of children are coming to Jesus. Everyday approximate 25k children hear and 
6.4k accept. 
 
Prayer requests: 
 
1. Samaritan’s Purse has been asked to expand their hospital services to focus on burn victicms. 
 
2. The cost of transportation and paper are projected to double this year because of supply 

chain issues. We had to deal with transportation issues last year, but God provided trailers 
for every collection center as need in a timely manner.  Paper is needed for everything from 
promotional materials to the shoeboxes to the cartons.  SP doesn’t want to double the cost 
of shipping. They are trusting God that it won’t increase that much but will increase the cost 
by $1 to $10 a box.   



 
This means for Bethel to be able to pack 500 shoeboxes this year, we will need $5000 for 
shipping.  Last year God provided in some unexpected ways for us to cover all 465 boxes we 
sent. Please pray that God will provide again for us this year and we will be able to raise the 
money we need to cover all the boxes we send. 

 
3. The Processing Centers will need more official volunteers to be Team Coaches to run the 

centers this year to stay on budget.  Volunteers are being asked to volunteer for a full week 
between collection week and Christmas.  I would love to be able to serve but many factors 
will need to be considered. My top concern is if there is a job I can do with my back and leg 
issues. 
 

4. The Staten Island OCC Team has lost two very important volunteers. Laura Bossert moved to 
NJ and Bethany Lutheran is looking for someone to coordinate their Drop-off location.   
Sabrina Valentine stepped down from being the Staten Island area coordinator. With Sabrina 
stepping down, it is my responsibility to plan a Project Leader workshop for  September 10th 
for participating Staten Island churches.  Please pray that I will be given help from the 
Northeast Regional Office and for inspiration on what to do this year’s kick-off.  

 
 
Portuguese Bible Institute – Gary & Terri Camlin 
 
The PBI has found a new general director.  Moises is 33 years old and an alumnus of the school. 
Please pray for Gary as he transitions responsibilities to Moises. 
 
Please continue to pray for Terri.  It has been one year since her colon cancer surgery.  She is in 
the process of another round of follow-up tests and exams.  During one of these follow-ups, the 
doctor found some additional polyps that have been biopsied and sent out for analysis.  They are 
still waiting on the results. 
 
 
Mike and Caryn DiGena in Lyon, France 
 
The annual team retreat will be held the end of this month.  They ask prayers for encouragement 
and inspiration as they consider their long-term vision especially as momentum is picking-up after 
two years of covid. 
 
 


