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  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control. Against such things 

there is no law.        

       Galatians 5:22-23 (NIV) 
 

  Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and 

love—and the greatest of these is love.     

                    1 Corinthians 13:13 (NLT) 

 

How to Develop Love 
 

1. Fight the culture of animosity  
 

  Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or 

boastful or proud or rude. It does not demand its 

own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record 

of being wronged. It does not rejoice about 

injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 

Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always 

hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.    

                   1 Corinthians 13:4-8 

(NLT) 
 

  You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your 

neighbor’ and hate your enemy. But I say, love your 

enemies! Pray for those who persecute you!      

               Matthew 

5:43-44 (NLT) 
 

  ‘Teacher, which is the most important commandment 

in the law of Moses?’ Jesus replied, ‘You must love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, all your 

soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and 

greatest commandment. A second is equally important: 

‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  The entire law 

and all the demands of the prophets are based on 

these two commandments.’         

             Matthew 

22:36-40 (NLT) 

 
 

 

 

2. Build a reputation for love in action 
 

  If I could speak all the languages of earth and of 

angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be a 

noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  1 Corinthians 

13:1-3 (NLT) 
 

  So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love 

each other. Just as I have loved you, you should 

love each other. Your love for one another will 

prove to the world that you are my disciples.               

           John 13:34-35 (NLT) 
 

  Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, 

for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is a child 

of God and knows God. But anyone who does not love 

does not know God, for God is love.                                        

1 John 4:7-8 (NLT) 

 

 

3. Expand your sphere of influence 
 

  You are the salt of the earth. But what good is 

salt if it has lost its flavor? Can you make it 

salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled 

underfoot as worthless. You are the light of the 

world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be 

hidden.               Matthew 

5:13-14 (NLT) 
 

  Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be 

humble, thinking of others as better than 

yourselves. Don’t look out only for your own 

interests, but take an interest in others, too.  You 

must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 

                            

Philippians 2:3-5 (NLT) 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Welcome challenge in your life and to your 
opinions 

 



  When I was a child, I spoke and thought and 

reasoned as a child. But when I grew up, I put away 

childish things.  Now we see things imperfectly, 

like puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then we 

will see everything with perfect clarity. All that I 

know now is partial and incomplete.              1 

Corinthians 13:11-12 (NLT) 

 

 

 

 
  



FIVE PROBING QUESTIONS: 

To be honestly answered by your spouse, kids, co-

workers and friends  

 

1. Am I harsh? 
Love is patient, kind 

 

2. Do I have to win? 
Love does not envy, does not boast, is not proud, 

doesn’t always think it is right 

 

3. Am I self-centered? 
Love is not rude or self-seeking 

 

4. Do I have a short fuse? 
Love is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 

wrongs 

 

5. Am I cynical? 
Love does not delight in evil, it rejoices in truth, 

protects, trusts, hopes and perseveres 
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