
Notes on Rev. Nancy’s Reflection … Brenda Wallace 
“Take the Next step. We make the road by walking. Amen” 

“Take the Next step. We make the road by walking. Amen,” were the concluding words of Rev. 
Nancy’s reflection on Sunday morning. In this very special service, the first of St. David’s 
partnership with Northminster, Rev. Nancy wove together two familiar stories from the New 
Testament that took place after Jesus’ resurrection. She equated our journey on “the Way” with 
that of Jesus’ disciples following that very first Easter. From Acts, we hear about Saul’s  
conversion as he set out to persecute the followers of Jesus.


Saul’s Conversion: Acts 9:1-20 

9 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s 
disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in 
Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or 
women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on 
his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground 
and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”


5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.


“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the 
city, and you will be told what you must do.”


and from John we hear about… 


Jesus and the Miraculous Catch of Fish in John 21: 1-19 

21 Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee.[a] It 
happened this way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus[b]), Nathanael from 
Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3 “I’m 
going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they 
went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.


4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it 
was Jesus.


5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”


“No,” they answered.


6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When 
they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.




******************


The disciples were the earliest Christians and the stories written above were written by 
Christians. One of the stories is set on a chaotic highway with a fervent Jew seeking to 
persecute Jesus’ followers. Meeting Jesus on the road to Damascus is a calling and 
we have come to understand it as God’s pull on our lives. 


Rev. Nancy discussed the power of “The Way” of faithful communities, then and now,  
known by their works. Early disciples left the safety of their homes to go into the world 
and share their story of Jesus. It was not about doctrine or knowledge or truth but 
about living the ‘way’ that made all the difference. As she moved us from the highway 
story to the beach story of John where Jesus appears to the very unsuccessful 
fishermen and back, she challenged us to use our imaginations to hear and see the 
stories as they would have been seen so long ago. 


Peter does as Jesus suggests and failure turns into amazing success — from scarcity 
to abundance (like water into wine or two loaves and fishes to feed thousands). Peter 
had denied Jesus three times during the time of Jesus’ arrest and three times, in this 
story, Peter is asked, “Do you love me?” Love takes on many meanings: courage, risk, 
loyalty. Rev. Nancy concludes that “Love is the Way.”


We, like Peter and Paul, are called to follow Jesus during our time of COVID, climate 
change, conflict and wars. She teased that we have been called to enter into 
partnership and brought a chuckle when she mentioned that the pull of the Holy Spirit 
bringing us together this morning might find someone else sitting in our familiar pew!! 
We are casting our nets to the other side of the boat, trying a different way. She 
reminded us of our creed  — that we are not alone. God is with us.


The blinded Saul was taken to the house of Judas where he would stay for three days, 
without sight. Others took part in this story and heard the voice of God in the calling of 
Saul who becomes Paul and the first ardent spreader and writer of the story of Jesus. 
And… at the beach, when he asks Peter the question, he is really asking, “What do you 
stake your life on, Peter?” His command to Peter is to “feed my sheep.” Take care of 
each other. Follow me!


When we wonder where we are going, when we doubt, Paul’s story and the story on 
the beach come to us — we need to hear the familiar assurance. We experience the 
resurrection beyond the empty tomb. Jesus, on the beach, sharing breakfast with his 
followers, is a story we need to hear. Resurrection is abundance when it comes to God. 
Despair becomes hope, abandonment becomes restoration of relationships. A promise 
to us. 


We long for a return to ‘normal’ yet realize the paralysis of fear because of the 
unknowing that accompanies it. Our ‘nets’ may be empty but Jesus offers us a 



different way — a renewed call. As modern day disciples of the “Way,” we too have to 
make choices. Rev. Nancy asked us to consider how that makes us feel — does the 
calling feel like a shared breakfast on the beach or a blinding life-changing moment like 
Paul’s. “Can we ever go back?” She reminded us that the disciples had to change as 
might we and she asked us, “What new understandings, risks, new experiences are 
involved in our calling to live our lives differently?”


Concluding, she said that in our partnership we will share meals, maybe campfires, as 
we hear each other’s voices. “We will recognize a common yearning to be part of 
something bigger. There is abundance in resurrection… take the next step. We make 
the road by walking. Amen.”



