
                       The Parish of St. Laurence        
        

             EASTER IV 
                 May 8, 2022 at 10:30 am 

 



Gathering of the Community 
All are warmly welcomed to our worship. 

We ask visitors to introduce themselves and to join us  
for social hour after the service. 

“Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so 
we also should walk in newness of life.” 

     Romans 6:4

Call to Worship 
Presider  O God, Giver of Life, Bearer of Pain, Maker of Love,  
All  You accept in us what we find difficult to acknowledge;  
 You hold in your memory what we have tried to forget;  
 You show us the glory we dream of and imagine.  

Presider  Reconcile us to all we have rejected in ourselves,  
 that we may live lives of resurrection, wholeness and hope.  
All  Through Jesus Christ, our healer and our friend. 

Amen.  

Gathering Hymn  - Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth  
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           Contributors: Jean Wiebe Janzen (1991)Tune: Music Copyright (c) 1994 The       
      PilgrimPressText: Words Copyright (c) 1991 Jean Wiebe JanzenReprinted under  
           OneLicense A-710159      

        Presider     The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
    and the love of God, 
    and the community of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
     All   And also with you. 

     Presider   Almighty God, 
     All   to you all hearts are open,  
  all desires known,  
  and from you no secrets are hidden. 
  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
  by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
  that we may perfectly love you, 
  and worthily magnify your holy name;  
  through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

     Presider Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
     All   The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia!  

     Presider  Then let us sing and celebrate the resurrection of all   
 Creation.  
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Glory to God 
Refrain (All); Verses (Choir) 2  

Contributors: Jason Liles Tune: © 2014, Music for the Soul Text: © 2010, ICEL Reprinted under   
   OneLicense A-710159. 
  

Collect of the Day 
Presider   Life abundant, 
 God of grace, 
 you call us by name 
 to live without fear:  
 in peace may we resist 
 all who kill and despoil your people, 
 the their hearts might be turned 
 to the only source of life; 
 through Jesus Christ, the gateway.  Amen. 

At this time, children & youth are invited join the teachers             
for Sunday School. They are also welcome to remain with their  

families in the sanctuary if that is their choice.  

Proclamation of the Word 
First Reading - Acts 9: 36-43 
36Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha,   
which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and   
acts of charity. 37At that time she became ill and died. When   
they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38Since   
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 Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was  
 there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to  
 us without delay.” 39So Peter got up and went with them; and  
 when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the  
 widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and   
 other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them.  
 40Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and   
 prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.”   
 Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41He  
 gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints  
 and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42This became known  
 throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43Meanwhile 
 he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a   
 tanner.  

Reader      Here what the spirit is saying. 
 All      Thanks be to God. 

 Psalm 23  -  The Lord’s My Shepherd 

 Verse 1: 
 The Lord's my Shepherd I'll not want  
 He makes me lie in pastures green  
 He leads me by the still still waters  
 His goodness restores my soul.  
  
 Refrain  
 And I will trust in You alone  
 And I will trust in You alone  
 For Your endless mercy follows me  
 our goodness will lead me home.  
  
 Verse 2: 
 He guides my ways in righteousness  
 And He anoints my head with oil  
 And my cup it overflows with joy  
 I feast on His pure delights. Refrain  
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Verse 3:  
And though I walk the darkest path  
I will not fear the evil one  
For You are with me  
And Your rod and staff 
Are the comfort I need to know. Refrain 
Words and Music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend © 1996, Thankyou Music (Getty Music Hymns and 
Songs) Reprinted under CCLI Copyright License 11472891 Size B; Streaming License 20705252 

Second Reading - Revelation 7:9-17 
9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with 
palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!” 11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the 
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before 
the throne and worshiped God, 12singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory 
and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to 
our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed 
in white, and where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you 
are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who 
have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15For this reason they are 
before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his 
temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike 
them, nor any scorching heat; 17for the Lamb at the center of the 
throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the 
water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

Reader       Here what the spirit is saying. 
All       Thanks be to God. 
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     Gospel Acclamation 
      Cantor; then Refrain (All)   

                       Contributors: Jason Liles Tune: © 2014, Music for the Soul Text: © 2010, ICEL Reprinted  
    under OneLicense A-710159 

           Reader     May God be with you. 
           All           And also with you. 

          Reader    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according  
     to John. 

          All     Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

         Gospel – John 10:22-30 
 22At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in   
 Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the   
 temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered   
 around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in   
 suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus   
 answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works  
 that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26but you do not  
 believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27My sheep  
 hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them  
 eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch   
 them out of my hand. 29What my Father has given me is   
 greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the   
 Father’s hand. 30The Father and I are one.”  

            Reader       The Gospel of Christ. 
            All             Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Homily The Reverend Eric Mason 
          

Prayers of the People 

The Rites of Initiation into Christ 

           Hymn  -  As I Went Down to the River to Pray 
Refrain 
As I went down to the river to pray, 
studying about that good old way 
and who shall wear the starry crown— 
Good Lord, show me the way! 

1. O sisters, let’s go down. 
  Let’s go down, come on down. 
  O brothers, let’s go down,  
  down to the river to pray. Refrain 

2. O Camilo, let’s go down. 
  Let’s go down, come on down. 
 O Dada, let’s go down,  
 down to the river to pray.  Refrain 

3. O Jallal let’s go down. 
 Let’s go down, come on down. 
 O Sophie, let’s go down,  
 down to the river to pray.  Refrain  
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Candidates   Camilo Ramirez, Dada Zakaria, Jallal Zakaria,  
        Sophie McRobbie, 

  Parents         Nicole Fabbi, Daniel Ramirez, Flora Zakaria,  
        Jill McRobbie 

    Sponsors      Neil Fabbi, Paige Crawley  



 4.  O sisters, let’s go down. 
  Let’s go down, come on down. 
 O brothers, let’s go down,  
 down to the river to pray.  Refrain 

   The baptismal party comes forward 

Presider   The candidates for Baptism will now be presented. 

Parents and Sponsors 
 We present Camilo Ramirez, to receive the    

Sacrament of Baptism.   

The Presider asks the parents and sponsors the following questions  

Presider Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you   
present is nurtured in the faith and life of the Christian   
community? 

Answer I will, with God’s help. 

Presider Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to          
grow into the full stature of Christ? 

Answer I will, with God's help. 

Older Candidates and Sponsors 

Sponsor I present Dada Zakaria and Jallal Zakaris. 
  I present Sophie McRobbie. 

The celebrant asks each candidate when presented. 
  
     Do you desire to be baptized? 
Candidate   I do.   
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Presider Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual focus   
that defy the goodness of God?    

Answer I renounce them.  

Presider Do you renounce the powers of this world which   
corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? 

Answer I renounce them. 

Presider Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from   
the love of God? 

Answer I renounce them. 

Presider Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your   
Saviour? 

Answer I do. 

Presider Do you put your trust in God’s grace and love? 
Answer I do. 
   
Presider Do you promise to follow in the way of Jesus?   
Answer I do.   

 The Presider addresses the congregation saying 

      Will you who witness these vows do all in your 
      power to support Camilo, Dada, Jallal and Sophia in their  
      lives in Christ? 
Answer    We will. 
  
Prayers for the Candidate 
Leader    Let us now pray for those who are to     
    receive the sacrament of new birth. 
   
Leader    Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
All    Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Leader    Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
All    Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader    Fill them with your holy and life-giving spirit. 
All    Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader    Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.
All    Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader    Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
All    Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader    Bring them to the fullness of your peace and joy. 
All    Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader    Grant, O Lord, 
    that all who are baptized 
    into the death of Jesus Christ your Son 
    may live in the power of his resurrection 
    and look for him to come again in glory; 
    who lives and reigns now and for ever.  Amen.

Thanksgiving and Blessing of the Water 

Presider blesses the water  

Presider    The Lord be with you. 
All      And also with you. 

Presider    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All      It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Presider   We thank you, God, for the gift of water and the source 
     of all life. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning 
     of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of 
     slavery in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your son 
     Jesus was baptized and was named the Messiah, the one to 
     lead us, through his life and death and resurrection, into a 
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     new life and whole life with you. To this day and moment 
     water remains a sacred and precious gift through which 
     all life can be blessed and renewed. And we thank you, 
     God, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with 
     Christ in his death and by it we share in Christ’s 
     resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 
     Therefore in joyful obedience to your son, Jesus, we bring 
     into his company those who come in hope and faith, 
     baptizing them in your name. Now bless this water, we 
     pray, by the power of your love and Holy Spirit, that those 
     who are here washed and born again will continue forever 
     in the risen life of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Baptismal Covenant 
Presider I ask you to join with these children of God as they commit 

themselves to Christ, renewing your own  baptismal 
promises and covenant. Do you believe in God? 

All      We believe in God, the creator of heaven and earth.   
 God is the maker and sustainer of all life, of sun and  

moon, of water and earth, of male and female. 

Presider Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
All We believe in God beside us, 
 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 
 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 
 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died 

forsaken. 
 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 
 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 
 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere    

present. And his Kingdom will one day be known.  
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      Presider Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
      All  We believe in God within us, 
  The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 
  Life-Giving breath of the Church, 
  She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 
  Source of resurrection and of life everlasting 

     Presider     Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 
prayers?

     All       I will, with God’s help. 

     Presider Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you 
fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

     All I will, with God’s help. 
 
     Presider Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 

News of God in Christ? 
     All I will, with God’s help. 

     Presider Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 
your neighbour as yourself? 

     All I will, with God’s help. 

     Presider Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, 
and respect the dignity of every human being? 

     All I will, with God’s help. 

     Presider  Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God's   
  creation, and respect, sustain and renew the life of the  
  Earth?  
     All   I will, with God’s help.   
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The Baptism and Anointing 

The Presider baptizes the candidate saying, as water is poured 

I baptize you in the Name of The Father,  
  and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

The Presider then takes fragrant oil, and, marking the candidates 
foreheads with the sign of the cross, says  

You are sealed by the Holy Spirit in baptism and  
  marked as Christ’s own forever. Amen.  

Following the baptism  

Presider Let us pray. Faithful God,  
  we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit  
  you have bestowed on these children the love of your  
  forgiveness, and have raised them to the new life of   
  grace. Sustain them O Lord, in your Holy Spirit.   
  Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the   
  courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to 
  love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your   
  works.  Amen.  

Then the Presider says  

Let us welcome the newly baptized! 

Deacon presents a candle  

Deacon Receive the Light of Christ. You have passed from   
  darkness into light. Let us welcome the newly   
  baptized!  
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Thunderous applause of welcome



         All          We receive you into God’s family. Confess the   
  faith with us, proclaim the hope of  resurrection,   
  and share with us in our ministry in the world.  
         

       Sharing of the Peace

         Offertory - Mothers of Faith 6



Prayer over the Gifts 

Presider   God our strength and our salvation 
All   Receive our gifts, our lives and the offering of   

our joy.  Awake our souls and inspire us with         
your life.  Lead us on the path of wisdom and    
compassion. Amen.  

Celebration of our Sacred Meal 

Presider We praise you and we bless you,  
 holy and gracious God, source of life abundant.  
 From before time you made ready the creation.  
 Your Spirit moved over the deep  
 and brought all things into being:  
 sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters;  
 and every living thing.  
 You made us in your image, male and female,  
 and taught us to walk in your ways. 
 But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away.  
 And yet, as a mother cares for her children,  
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 you would not forget us.  
 Time and again you called us  
 to live in the fullness of your love.  
 And so this day we join with Saints and Angels  
 in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity:  
  

               Holy, Holy, Holy  7 

-17-



Presider Glory and honour and praise to you, holy and living God. 
 To deliver us from the power of sin and death  
 and to reveal the riches of your grace,  
 you looked with favour upon Mary, your willing    

servant, that she might conceive and bear a son,  
 Jesus, the holy child of God.  
 Living among us, Jesus loved us.  
 He broke bread with outcasts and sinners,  
 healed the sick and proclaimed good news to the poor.  
 He yearned to draw all the world to himself  
 yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love.  
 Then, the time came for him to complete upon the   

cross he sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.  
  
 On the night before he died for us,  
 Jesus was at table with his friends.  
 He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it,  
 and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take, eat, this is my body, given for you.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.  
 and gave it to them, saying: 

 Take, drink; this cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 given for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation,  
 and remembering Christ, crucified and risen,  
 who was and is and is to come,  
 we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, 
 and ourselves, a living sacrifice.  
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 Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts 
 that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.  
 Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth  
 and make us your new creation,  
 the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. 
 In the fullness of time bring us,  
 with all your saints from every tribe and language  
 and people and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.  
 All this we ask through Jesus Christ. 
 By him and with him and in him, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honour and glory is yours, 
 Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 
  

             Lord's Prayer 
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 Contributors: Ricky Manalo Music: Mass of Spirit and Grace, Published by OCP.                        Reprinted under OneLicense A-710159 

  
The Presider breaks the Bread and a period of silence is   kept. The 
silence is broken with these words.  

Presider    Lord, we died with you on the cross. 
All Now we are raised to new life. 

Presider    We were buried in your tomb. 
All            Now we share in your resurrection. 

Presider    Live in us, that we may live in you. 

Presider The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
All Thanks be to God. 

Communion 
Please know that at St. Laurence you are invited to the table. This sacrament 
is God’s gift to all people. Please tell your server if you prefer a gluten free 

wafer. If you do not wish to partake at all, you may come forward and 
receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms across your chest. 

Prayers for Healing — If you have special concerns and would like to pray 
with the Pastoral Care members during communion, please join them in the 

area to the right of the font. 
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           Communion Hymns  -  Jesus Calls Us Here to Meet Him   
  1. Jesus calls us here to meet him 
  as through word and song and prayer,  
  we affirm God’s promised presence  
  where his people live and care. 
  Praise the God who keeps his promise,  
  praise the Son who calls us friends,  
  praise the Spirit who, among us, 
  to our hopes and fears attends. 
  
  2. Jesus calls us to confess him  
  Word of life and Lord of all,  
  sharer of our flesh and frailness,  
  saving all who fail or fall. 
  Tell his holy, human story; 
  tell his tales that all may hear;  
  tell the world that Christ in glory  
  came to earth to meet us here. 

              3. Jesus calls us to each other, 
  though we may have wandered far:  
  creed and color, class and gender,  
  neither limit nor debar. 
  Join the hand of friend and stranger,  
  join the hands of age and youth,  
  join the faithful and the doubter 
  in their common search for truth. 
  
  4. Jesus calls us to his table 
  rooted firm in time and space, 
  where the Church in earth and heaven  
  finds a common meeting place. 
  Share the bread and wine, his body;  
  share the love of which we sing; 
  share the feast for saints and sinners  
  hosted by our Lord and King. -21-



I Have Called You by Your Name   
          1.    I have called you by your name, you are mine; 

 I have gifted you and ask you now to shine. 
 I will not abandon you;  
 all my promises are true. 
 You are gifted, called, and chosen; you are mine. 

           2.   I will help you learn my name as you go; 
      read it written in my people, help them grow. 
      Pour the water in my name,  
      speak the word your soul can claim, 
      offer Jesus' body given long ago. 

           3.  I know you will need my touch as you go; 
      feel it pulsing in creation's ebb and flow. 
      Like the woman reaching out, 
     choosing faith in spite of doubt, 
     hold the hem of Jesus' robe, then let it go. 

          4.  I have given you a name, it is mine; 
               I have given you my Spirit as a sign. 
               With my wonder in your soul, 
               make my wounded children whole; 
               go and tell my precious people they are mine. 

We Will Take What You Offer 
 We will take what you offer. 
 we will live by your word. 
 We will love one another 
 and be fed by you, Lord. 
 We will take what you offer. 
 We will live by your word. 
 We will love one another 
 and be fed by you, Lord. 
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       Prayers after Communion 
        Presider  Glory to God, 
        All  whose power, working in us, 
  can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 
  Glory to God from generation to generation, 
  in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
  for ever and ever. Amen.  

      Announcements 

      The Blessing of Easter 
       Presider May God who has redeemed us and made us sons and   

 daughters through the resurrection of Jesus, bestow on  
 you the deep riches of God's blessing.  

       All  Amen.  

       Presider  May God, who through the water of baptism has raised       
 us from loss into newness of life, make you holy and  
 sacred and united to Christ for ever.  

      All  Amen.  

      Presider  May God who has brought us out of bondage into true      
 and everlasting freedom, bring you to deeper into life.   

      All  Amen.   

      Presider  And now may the blessing of the God of Abraham and  
 Sarah; and of Jesus born of our sister Mary; and of the   
 Holy Spirit who broods over Creation like a Mother  
 over her children; be upon us and remain with us    
 always.  

      All        Amen.  
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Recessional Hymn - You Have Called Us     
Refrain 
You have called us by our name. We belong to you.  
You have called us by our name and we are yours. 

1. You have chosen us to be members of your family. 
In your love you have created us to live in unity. Refrain  

2. You will lead us to your light, walk before us through the night. 
You will guide us on our journey. You will keep our vision bright. 
Refrain  

3. You will hold us when we fall, give new strength to hear your call.  
You will never be beyond us, for your love is all in all. Refrain  

4. You will nourish, you will lead, giving ev’ry gift we need, or your 
reign will be established from the smallest of all seeds. Refrain  

5. Through our sharing here today may our faith and life convey  
Christ our light and Christ our vision, Christ our purpose, Christ our 
way. Refrain  
   Contributors: Bernadette Farrell  © 1995, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP. Reprinted under   
       OneLicense A-710159. 
  
  
  
Deacon Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   
  Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power  
 of the Spirit!  
All Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

        The flowers at the altar are given to the Glory of God 
          and in loving memory of Sid Rowles, a wonderful father and       

grandfather by Mary Rowles and family. 
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             THE FIRST READING    ACTS 9:36-43
               We are witnessing the return of countless ministries of healing in 

today's church life. The ancient rite of the laying on of hands with 
prayer is being widely practised again. We are seeing the spreading 
of pastoral care teams, many eager to take training to carry out their 
new found commitments. This development is all the more 
remarkable because it is happening at a time when the church is 
desperately struggling to remain relevant and creative in a vastly 
changing society. It would appear that even while the institutions of 
religion are undergoing threat and turmoil, certain gifts of the Spirit 
are being given again more richly than they have been experienced 
in times when church structures seemed strong and confidant. 
"Peter showed her to be alive". There is something about this simple 
statement that  made me thoughtful. What level of new life do we 
need to show within and beyond the Christian community these 
days? Where are lives being changed? Where are healings of many 
kinds - relational, congregational, personal. The sad reality is that 
much of the work of the Holy Spirit remains hidden and unrealized 
because of the unwillingness of many of us to witness, even among 
our friends, to what christian faith means to us  and to the grace we 
have received from it. 

THE PSALM  23
The Lord is my shepherd." In our Lord's world, shepherding was 
very low on the occupational scale. Shepherds did a lonely and even 
dangerous job that needed to be done, but very often one paid a 
price for taking it on as a job. Shepherds were generally regarded as 
misfits, loners, on the edge of society, usually mistrusted and even - 
because of their toughness - feared. Once again, as he has 
associated himself with tax gatherers, prostitutes and Samaritans, 
Jesus identifies with shepherds, thus elevating their role by adding 
to it the qualities of caring and responsibility. 

It is easy to forget that this Psalm is one of the world's great literary 
works. Every line speaks to a deep human need. The Lord…makes 
me lie down…leads me…revives my soul…guides me…comforts 
me. Every line reassures the mind and soothes the spirit. At the end 
there is even a gesture of welcome and hospitality. "You spread (me) 
a table... you anoint my head with oil..my cup runneth over”

In other words the traveller has come home. How beautiful that 
thought is - to come home! It is beautiful and healing and 
empowering on so many levels. 
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THE SECOND READING     REVELATION 7:9-17
John was writing his Revelation near the end of the first century. Many  
christians had already had to pay a high price for their faith. Persecution was 
widespread. Many who read this passage in John's book would either 
themselves have suffered or would have friends and family who had. 

It is easy to forget that always, somewhere in the world, there is great 
suffering, and that in the face of that suffering, somewhere the love of Christ 
is being shown. This week as I watched people helping the hundreds of 
women and children out of the three month long darkness and terror of the 
steel factory in Mariupal in Ukraine; guiding the elderly - many half blinded 
by being unaccustomed to light for so long - taking a baby from an 
exhausted mother, offering food and drink, doing all of this while themselves 
risking their own lives from constant unpredictable shelling from Russian
guns. As I watched I realized I was seeing a level of human concern, self 
sacrifice and love that was nothing short of Christ like. 

How salutary it can be to recall this Biblical text while watching such a 
scene. "They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more, for the Lamb - 
our Lord Jesus Christ - will be their shepherd and he will guide them. And 
God shall wipe away every tear from their eyes."  We are seeing Our Lord as 
Shepherd; our Lord as Guide; our Lord as Comforter. All being shown to us 
in real time before our own eyes in our own suffering war-torn world!

THE HOLY GOSPEL    JOHN 10: 22-30
In 1993 Paula and I were in Jerusalem from January to early April. One bitter 
morning we were standing where the Temple had once stood long ago. You 
could see where the Portico of Solomon had once been. We listened as 
someone read this passage for us. As the reading went on we could clearly 
understand why Jesus sought refuge in the small sheltered area that gave at 
least some protection  from the bitter cold. Probably the reason John 
recalled the moment years later as he wrote his book was that he never 
forgot how frozen they had all felt !

We need to remember that this same morning was tense and 
stressful for Jesus. Questions being hurled and demanding answers. 
“Who are you anyway? What authority have you to speak like this?  
Why should we listen to you?”. Even the short sharp reply we hear 
from Jesus indicates the tension and even fear that he was under. It 
probably frustrated and annoyed those listening. " I have told you” 
Jesus says "and you do not believe”. 
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He then adds something very important for us. Jesus implies 
that it is not so much his words as his actions that matter. “The 
works that I do in my Father's name testify to me”. What is 
important about this is that the same applies to all of us. Who 
we are shows far more in our actions than in our words. Jesus 
then adds something more. He says “You do not believe 
because you do not belong to my sheep. Jesus seems to be 
saying that our ability to hear him and believe in Him grows 
out of a relationship with him, and the relationship with him 
grows out of our commitment to follow him.  

 Herbert O’Driscoll 
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Voice


	 My sheep hear my voice. 
           	 I know them, and they follow me. 
                           	 	 —John 10.7


Sitting by the pond

it sounds like I don’t hear anything but birds and breeze.

And the little brook. Like kids whispering.

The water flows into the pond,

and on into the sea.

What I hear flows through me,

water in the pond, flowing through my blood,

I hear it inside me.

It knows me.

I hear the ocean answering.

I know this little stream, the word of God, like blood.

I hear it within. I follow it,

as water rippling through rocks,

as love rivering through the world,

following the voice of the earth,

not an effort but a flowing.

This flow from cloud to spring to river to sea to cloud again

is eternal,

the right path on which the shepherd leads me.

This is the still water

that is also the spring of living water gushing up to eternal life.

In stillness I hear it gushing,

And I follow the voice of the flowing

and enter into the deep water.

And it bears me into the ocean of grace.

I hear birds, and the mouth of the breeze.


	 	 	 	 	 	 Steve Garnaas-Holmes
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