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AWE AND WONDER* 

“We are called to be the church.” 

This statement from A New Creed of The United Church of Canada is daring. It is challenging. 
And like the other affirmations it accompanies about living in God’s world and believing and 
trusting in God, it packs with it some important questions that we as a community of faith are 
going to be wrestling with over the coming weeks. 

Who is “we”? 

What does it mean to be “called”? 

What kind of church are we called to become? 

When communities like ours try to flesh out who they are called to be, they can be guided by 
the subsequent lines of A New Creed, lines that speak to things like celebrating God’s presence, 
living with respect in creation, loving and serving others, and proclaiming Jesus. But more often 
than not, people are drawn to emulate an example, to model themselves on the concrete 
experiences of others. So we might ask: 

 Are we called to be the church as we were 60 years ago, the church we remember from 
our youth? 

 Are we called to be the big-budget church we see across town, or on TV, or the Internet, 
with their mega programs and staff teams and professional branding? 

 Are we called to be the church that does everything, that meets the needs and responds 
to the aspirations of every person who comes through our door, or are we called to be 
the church that does a few select things really well? 

In looking for examples to follow, there is no shortage of communities of faith that get it right, 
and an equal number of stories of churches that get it wrong, and the vast majority of examples 
are some messy and confusing combination of the two. That’s why many, when looking for a 



church community to emulate and learn from, go back to the Early Church as described to us in 
the Book of Acts. 

We might be drawn to the Early Church because of its proximity to the life and times of Jesus; 
some of the Early Church figures actually walked with Jesus and learned from his teaching and 
example. 

We might be drawn to the Early Church because of its situation as a pre-Christendom example 
of following Jesus; it comes from a time before church and empire became co-mingled and 
better reflects our reality in a post-Christendom world. 

We might be drawn to the Early Church because it was a smaller and easier movement to wrap 
our heads around. It was before things like denominations and traditions made the church 
branch out into a complex and dysfunctional family tree. 

Or we might be drawn to the Early Church simply because of the compelling picture it paints for 
us of what it means to be followers of Jesus. The second chapter of Acts gives us the most 
concise picture of what that Early Church was like. [This was one of our scripture readings on 24 
April, in case it sounds familiar!] It tells us that: 

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 
apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell 
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by 
day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate 
their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the 
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number…. (Acts 2:43‒47) 

What a compelling picture of what it means to be the church! It is this depiction of the Early 
Church, and a few of the stories that surround it, that will guide us over the coming weeks, as 
we explore what it means to be Called to Be the Church. 

For many of us, the stories of the Early Church are compelling because they take us back to a 
time when the church was young. When trying to reconnect with our values and ideals, it is 
common to recall significant moments from our youth—those first experiences of having your 
gifts recognized by others, or articulating a passion for a particular line of work, or falling in love, 
or recognizing a problem in the world that we wanted to commit our life toward solving. 
Sometimes as we age and accrue experiences in this less than ideal world, we lose track of the 
idealism of our youth, becoming cynical about the world and our place and possibilities within it. 

For some, the stories and examples of the Early Church are best envisioned as the experiences 
of a young church, a church that was still idealistic and visionary and believed amazing things 
were possible for those who live in God’s world. 

If you take the time to listen to the young people in our community, or if you just think back to 
your own experience of being young, you’ll likely recognize or remember that being young does 



not mean life is simple or easy. The challenges may look different from age to age, but the 
experience of being young has always been challenging. The same can be said of when the 
church was young, too. The Book of Acts is full of friction and messiness and challenges. 

But a common characteristic of the young is their propensity for Awe and Wonder. Just think of 
a newborn opening their eyes for the first time, trying to make sense of shapes and colours. 
Imagine a toddler tasting foods for the first time and responding to what they like and don’t 
like. Picture a child exploring the world around them—wondering at grasshoppers, crawfish, 
and spider webs—or a young student riding a bus to school for the first time. Even the big kids 
who arrive at a university for orientation week can’t help but exhibit the qualities of awe and 
wonder as they take in new experiences and surroundings. 

This is where our depiction of the Early Church begins. “Awe came upon everyone, because 
many wonders and signs were being done” (Acts 2:43). The foundation of a life of faith, and the 
core of any community of faith, is the Awe and Wonder we exhibit when we take time to notice 
the things God is doing around us. 

There is a lot to take in. From the big, loud, and miraculous, as witnessed by Saul and the 
community at Damascus, when a life is changed in a moment and an enemy becomes a friend, 
to the small, quiet, and seemingly ordinary, as when a little mustard seed grows and becomes a 
home for others. God is providing signs and wonders all around us every day, if only we take 
the time to notice. 

We as the church are called to be a noticing people. Noticing requires slowing down and 
rejecting the breakneck pace of society. It means seeing with new eyes and considering the 
perspectives of others, including the Divine. It means putting ourselves in situations that are 
new and uncomfortable, that are risky and full of potential—[just as we have done at EPUC in 
renovating nearly a third of our building for a state-of-the-art Child Care Centre]. Noticing the 
big and small movements of God means seeing with the heart and imagination and faith, just as 
much as with the eyes and other senses. 

A common description of worship is that worship is anything we do in response to the things 
God has already done. Worship, therefore, begins with noticing, observing, and taking in the 
things God is doing in the world. 

As we begin [our stewardship] exploration of what it means to be “Called to Be the Church,” 
may we begin by noticing the works of [God] around us. May our noticing draw forth from us 
Awe and Wonder. And may our Awe and Wonder take us back to a place where we believed 
anything was possible for those who live in God’s world. For it is this kind of hopeful 
imagination [that will empower us] to be the church God calls us to be [as we move forward 
from this transition period]. 

Amen. 

 


