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Slowly getting back to “normal”
             - by Terry Roberts and Richard de Candole,  Wardens 
     
Glory to God, whose power working in us...

       lizabeth and the wardens are meeting weekly on Thursdays from 10:00 
to 11:30am as time permits to discuss the work of the church and to pray for 
God’s guidance for St. Mark and the saints that call St. Mark their spiritual 
home.  Please talk to, phone or email any of us if you would like us to discuss 
any subject at these meetings that you believe would benefit the church.

(continued on page 2)
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One of the major subjects that we are discussing centers 
around gradually transitioning from our COVID 
restrictions to our new normal.  As Elizabeth said in her 
Rector’s Report, most restrictions have been lifted by the 
Diocese and the Ministry of Health.   However we need 
to be responsive to the needs of our parish.   This means 
relaxing our restrictions cautiously and safely to protect 
those of us that are frail or immuno-compromised.  

We are still living with COVID and it will be with us 
for some time to come.  We have been successful in 
preventing an outbreak in our congregation, so by that 
measure we have been doing a good job.  

We also need to evaluate if all the ministries we provided 
in the past are needed or wanted in a “post COVID” St. 
Mark.  Some or our ministry leaders have died or moved 
away or are too old to carry on.  These issues are being 
discussed at Parish Council, which will decide what 
ministries should be reintroduced, now or in the future, 
or simply dropped with thanks to those who served the 
congregation well. 

Our service bulletin for May 1 included an 
“announcement” insert which will be a regular addition 
to most of our service bulletins going forward.  In it are 
requests for help to revive some of our ministries that 
are in need of new volunteers or that were dropped or 
placed on the “back burner” during COVID.  

Slowly getting back to “normal” (continued)

Please call or email the following if you can participate in 
these ministries:

Church Grounds
David Hitchcock

250-752-4338 
dave.ursula754@shaw.ca

Men’s Club
Terry Roberts

250-240-4330
t3899@shaw.ca

Coffee/Tea 
Roster
Terry Roberts

250-240-4330
t3899@shaw.ca

Property 
Maintenance
David Kelsey

250-752-8849
davidkelsey@shaw.ca

We are  also looking closely at our snowplowing costs; 
our building cleaning costs; the proposed Verger 
position; and the higher energy costs we experienced last 
winter, with a view to lowering our overall costs to the 
parish in the future.  

God’s blessings be with you and with those whom you 
love in the warmer (hopefully) spring months ahead. 

… can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine.  

FUNNY CHURCH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
The fasting and prayer conference includes meals.

The sermon this morning; “Jesus Walks on the Water.”  The Sermon this evening;  “Searching for Jesus.”

Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the Choir.  They need all the help they can get.

Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new members and 
the deterioration of some old ones.

The ladies of the church have cast off clothing of every kind.  They may be seen in the 
basement on Friday afternoon.

Miss Mason sang “I will not pass this way again”, giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.
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A clever writer once said, every journey begins 
with one step. I wish that I was as clever to begin a 
conversation with such wisdom. The conversation that 
I’d like to begin is one that happens with the people of 
the Anglican Parish of St. Mark – that’s you!

In his letters to the church, the Apostle Paul writes 
about the church being like a body, with every part 
being essential for the well-being and health of the 
body. The eye cannot say to the foot, I have no need 
of you  – every part has its function and every part 
needs the “other”. With this theological background 
in mind, we have begun a series of conversations 
at the church, and we found a “cozy” name for our 
gatherings – a Cottage meeting.

The Cottage meetings are going to continue to 
be scheduled until everyone in the Parish has an 
opportunity to share their ideas and dreams about 
“what God is calling us to do” at St Mark. I believe 
that God calls us - as a body - to work together to 
further the mission and ministry of the church – but 
what does that look like?

Once everyone has had an opportunity to meet at a 
Cottage meeting, the small group of leaders (Cynthia 
P, John Smith, Terry R. and Wendy D) will work to 
sift and collate the ideas and then come back to the 
parishioners and report; “This is what we heard you 
say. Are we correct in our listening?”

Please know that every voice of the church is needed as 
we take our steps forward into a new season of being 
the body of Christ – post CoVid. Let’s go boldly, 
knowing that God is calling us onward to build God’s 
kingdom. 
 

   ELIZABETH’S 

  QUIRKS & QUARKS

at Qualicum Beach 

Memorial Golf Club
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PARISHIONER PROFILE: 

DAVID AND LOUISE
KELSEY
                                                       -  by John Smith
 
    
             s David is from Scarborough, a coastal Yorkshire 
town mainly known for a song about its Fair, while 
Louise is from the posher county of Suffolk, a priest once 
described them as being in a mixed marriage! That said, 
they clearly mix their diverse interests happily.

Actually, David was born in Nairobi while his parents 
were working during the war at a Nigerian hospital run 
by the Church Missionary Society – his father a doctor, 
his mother a nurse. The family returned to England just 
before the war ended. David’s three-year-old memory is 
of being held up at a porthole to see the waves of the Bay 
of Biscay while the crew watched for submarines. From 
Scarborough, the family moved around a bit, and young 
David got to sing in parish church choirs in Southport and 
also Bradford, where there was intense competition with 
the Cathedral choir. (Unfortunately, David’s vocal chords 
were later damaged in a goiter operation, so his singing days 
were over.)

His father moved up the ranks in the National Health 
Service, but a shortage of consultant positions caused 
him to look for alternatives. Winnipeg and New 
Westminster came up as two. “Thank goodness he chose 
New Westminster,” says Dave. So he ended up going to 
High School in New Westminster, and became a bit of 

A

The old rectory that was Louise’s family home.

madcap skier on the North Shore slopes, though he recalls 
that skiing on Hollyburn was miserable because of the icy 
conditions.

Louise was the second of four children. Her father, a 
physicist, was a graduate from King’s College Cambridge 
(he was there with Alan Turing), and for many years an old 
rectory was their family home. As the custom then was, she 
went to a boarding school, Felixstowe College, where the 
gardens went down to the beach, and they went swimming 
in the North Sea (brhh!). She also enjoyed winter skiing 
excursions in Austria.

Louise graduated from Exeter University as an 
occupational therapist, and worked at Severalls Hospital in 
Colchester and at Addenbrookes Hospital in Cambridge. 
She and a couple of friends wanted to go to Canada to seek 
opportunities. Although her friends bowed out, Louise 
flew to Vancouver in November, 1972, and found work at 
Vancouver General Hospital and the Health Centre for 
Children. At first she stayed at the YWCA on Burrard 
Street, but then joined a group that had a place on West 
14th, near the Hospital.

Well, it was skiing that brought them together. Dave had 
taken over the lease of a ski cabin at Whistler with six 
bedrooms and capacity for – what – at least thirty? When 
he posted a notice about it on the Hospital notice board, 
the West 14th crowd saw it, and Louise and Dave met as 
a result. After Dave went off to New Zealand to visit his 
sister, he returned all tanned and with a bleached
mustache. They got married in 1974.

Louise, David and their long-haired dachshund, Ollie.
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The Kelseys started married life in rented accommodation 
in Kitsilano, and then bought a house in Kerrisdale. As 
to church, they went to Christ Church Cathedral at the 
time when Dean Herbert O’Driscoll was there. When 
the children were young (Peter born in 1980, and Angela 
in 1982), the family attended St. Philip’s in Dunbar, and 
participated in Sunday School but over time, same sex
blessings became a hot issue, dividing the Parish, so Dave 
and Louise became parishioners at St. Mary’s Kerrisdale, 
where Louise enjoyed singing in the choir led by Brigid 
Coult.

They thought about living in Victoria, and also investigated 
other places on the Island. Several times they went by 
Qualicum Beach, then decided to have a look. “What the 
heck is this?” said David, as they were taken by its quaint 
charm. So in 1990 they bought the house they now live 
in, and rented it out for years. They added a self-contained 
suite which they used themselves when visiting the Island, 
and for a while had an apartment in Vancouver as well.

Dave had a long career in the paper packaging and 
distribution business, including working as the Purchasing 
Agent for Belkin Packaging and Quebecor Printing. In later 
years, Dave worked at TRIUMF, the subatomic physics 
research laboratory at UBC. He loved skiing, including 
helicopter skiing  – Louise says he was a bit of a daredevil 
on the slopes.

As for Louise, she applied her expertise as an occupational 
therapist to the needs of infants. She took time off 
when her children were young, but then began to work 
part-time at the new Children’s Hospital on Oak Street. 
She established her expertise in neo-natal intensive care, 
specializing in developmental and feeding issues with 
high-risk infants and babies born prematurely, working 
with their parents, and participating in community 
follow-up. She describes her role as “an infant feeding 
consultant and specialist without the title”. After 
leaving the hospital scene, Louise ran a private practice 
for a while, and put in time at the Family Resources 
Association locally, before finally retiring. 

It was in 1990, while still living in Vancouver, that the 
Kelseys first came to St. Mark’s, but their schedule was 
so irregular that each time they came, the greeter would 
say, “Are you new here?” Finally, in 2007, when they 
settled into their Qualicum Beach home, they became 
‘regular parishioners’. They both enjoy the ‘Common 
Praise’ hymn book finally returning to St. Mark’s services, 

following the hymn book battle from the old blue to 
the red and finally to Common Praise reintroduced by 
Elizabeth. And we frequently welcome three-year-old 
grandson Daniel, Angela’s son, at St. Mark’s. Dave and 
Louise have both done their stints on Parish Council, and 
continue to take responsibility for various tasks – counting, 
reading, etc. 

As to travel, Dave and Louise love New Zealand, having 
been there several times for extended visits. They have also 
enjoyed cruises – twice to Tahiti, and trips to the UK, 
Malta, and Palm Desert, to name a few. They are members 
of the Affordable Travel Club, and have hosted visitors 
through the Club.

For recreation, “Dave is happiest when on the water,” says 
Louise. For years they owned a Cabin Cruiser and enjoyed 
investigating Howe Sound and Desolation Sound, as well 
as paddle boarding and kayaking. And, of course, we’ve all 
seen Dave arrive at church in cycling gear – they both bike 
for health and recreation. For more sedentary activities, 
Dave reads about modern history, is a Formula 1 fan (and 
used to own an MG), and loves baroque music, while 
Louise is interested in gardening books (they are members 
of the Qualicum Beach Garden Club) and human interest 
novels (though I also noticed a tome on the shelf –
‘Grey’s Anatomy’ – not the TV show either!) Add wine 
tasting and membership in ONAS – the Oceanside 
Newcomers Alumni Society (perhaps killed by CoVid?), 
and you have a busy team.

We are so fortunate to have this engaging couple decide to 
make Qualicum Beach their home.

Dave is happiest on the water. 
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Terry did it!!

 A journey of faith and research to reconnect 
St. Mark’s church bell.

“At noon, On Sunday June 6th 2021 church bells will 
ring out 215 times across Vancouver Island and the Gulf 
Islands to commemorate the lives of Indigenous children 
found in unmarked graves near an old church-run 
residential school in Kamloops”.  

This was the decree from our Bishop Anna.   Rev. 
Elizabeth gathered up a few of our parishioners to 
carry out this significant task during the height of the 
Pandemic.  It all went so well until a hearty pull by Terry 
Roberts brought our bell ringing to a sudden stop when 
the rope broke in his grasp....  and so the rope saga begins.

In October 2021, at the behest of Parish Council 
the broken bell rope was taken to the marine shop in 
Coombs to analyze whether it could be fixed. Wilfrid 
Worland - a marine rope specialist - did an extensive 
examination of our church rope and informed me that 
there was no way it could be repaired. OK, I thought, 
the Cathedral would for sure assist us.  In spite of email 
exchanges and research between the Cathedral Bell 

Ringer Captain (David Oliver) and the Asset Manager 
(Bob Brandle) in Duncan, the answer was the same...even 
if a rope could be supplied it would be old.  What I did 
discover in speaking with the Cathedral was questions of 
how high the ceiling was etc, and I want to thank Terry 
for assisting with the measurements that we needed.   We 
both spent time gazing at the ceiling and wondering how 
we could access the little trap door.  I called Jake’s Roofers 
and 49th Parallel, both of whom would work with long 
ladders inside the church to the trap door, which cannot be 
accessed from outside. This was just too scary for my mind 
and once again I prayed for guidance.  In the meantime, 
in consultation with Rev. Elizabeth I contacted three 
companies in the United Kingdom and the Sally (the part 
of the rope you pull when ringing the bell) and 60 feet 
of rope was ordered from Mendiropes.  We were allowed 
three colours and in consultation with Elizabeth we chose 
the heraldic colours of: Blue (closeness to the ocean), Gold 
(sun glinting on the water), and White (for the whitecaps).  
Thank you Elizabeth for bravely standing on the pew so we 
could measure once again that 60 feet of rope was enough!  
We now needed to figure out HOW we were getting up to 
the trap door and NOT with ladders!     

PROPERTY: 

FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS      -  by Cynthia Preyser                 

Rope ordered from Mendiropres... and installation began.
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I called Sunbelt Rentals which rents scaffolding.  My 
purpose was to find out WHO used their scaffolds.  
Imagine my delight when the manager Larry Paul said he 
would supply their truck and scaffolding as a donation but 
we would have to pay the two fellows who would do this 
on their own time. Cody stated that he would be pleased 
to do this (at a nominal fee) together with his assistant, 
Richard.  Cody was God’s gift; he had his credentials, was 
covered by WCB etc, and in addition was rope smart, 
as he had been in the marines.  On February 5th Cody 
and Richard came to install the rope and attach it to the 
bell.  We watched the 2 foot wide scaffolding going up 
and sadly Cody, ever aware of safety, stated that he was 
NOT comfortable proceeding through the now accessible 
trap door since the scaffolding was too rickety. He would 
come back again with 5 foot wide scaffolding.  This 
occurred on February 19th, and while he was successful 
in reaching the trap door he discovered that the ladder 
inside the trap door was rotten! No, he would not go in 
and so the scaffolding was once again dismantled!  Later 
that afternoon Cody called and said if I bought some 
lumber he would come back February 21st and build the 

ladder structure necessary to reach the bell.  While 
others were celebrating Family Day, Cody and Richard 
completed the ladder build INSIDE the trap door so 
he could climb his ladder to tie the rope to the bell.  
SUCCESS all around!   He also placed the time capsule 
that Rev. Elizabeth had prepared into the space.  What 
a wonderful sense of accomplishment for all of us.  We 
now had new rope attached but the ugly old pieces that 
were exposed now needed fixing.  This time I called 
on Wilfrid once again (the marine rope man) and he 
gave us the benefit of his time (asking only that we keep 
him in our prayers) and with no charge has made the 
exposed pull ropes good as new!  This church has indeed 
been blessed with the people involved in this great 
undertaking, and the total cost was only $1,053.47!  The 
rope that broke lasted 96 years − the life of our church 
to date.  I pray that the work that had been done will see 
us through the next 100 years!  

In conclusion ... for whom the bell tolls ...  it rings to 
the Glory of God... by the people of St. Mark Qualicum 
Beach.   

Cody and Richard risked life and limb for our Sally. Let the bells ring out!!
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EDUCATION: 

MESSY CORNER

Butterflies are a beautiful sign of 
hope and reminder that Spring 

is upon us. And just as butterflies 
emerge from a chrysalis in which 
they are hidden away, at Easter, 
Jesus emerges from the tomb 

three days after being laid inside 
to rest. They also represent the 

transformation the Christian 
faith can bring through the 

grace of God.

Take a moment to ponder your own 
journey. Have there been

times when you have been 
locked away in a chrysalis and 

emerged transformed? 
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Who is this serious 
young man, who will 

someday meet this saucy 
little lady and make 

her his wife? 

Looking for photos for the next 
few issues of Lamplighter...

If you’d like to submit a photo 
of a younger you, please email 
Barb at bhgs54@gmail.com.  

Answer is on page 16. 

GUESS WHO ’?

The Worship Committee received a good selection of responses to the Music Survey appearing in the Spring 
issue of The Lamplighter. Thank you to everyone who filled out the survey.

As to preference between the organ and the piano, respondents were split 50-50. A majority would like to see 
the current practice continue of alternating week by week between the organ and piano. Several commented that 
we have a lovely organ, so let’s use it! They also noted that some hymns lend themselves more to the piano and 
vice versa. Being able to call on the talents of both an organist and a pianist is a great blessing.

There was strong support for the reintroduction of Praise songs that have seldom been sung since we adopted 
Common Praise as our main resource for Sunday worship. The preference is that they be sung as part of the 
service and not as a separate Prayer and Praise time. The Worship Committee has already started choosing some 
of those songs, particularly for those Sundays when we are accompanied by the piano and guitar. 

A majority of respondents said they are not able to help with re-establishing the choir as they aren’t singers, 
but they would support worship being led by a small group of singers. On Easter Sunday the first step in that 
direction was taken when the singing was led by a quartet.  The ‘favourite hymns’ question received a good 
response, and we now have a long list of hymns parishioners would like to have included in the Sunday service in 
the months ahead.

WORSHIP: 

MUSIC SURVEY RESULTS                      -  by Richard de Candole 

mailto:bhgs54@gmail.com
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MUSIC REVIEW
           -  by Dave Hitchcock

 There is a poignant Ukrainian folk song that is currently taking 
the world by storm, as so many of us join the Ukrainian people 
grieving the havoc that the Russian army is inflicting on their 
nation. It helps them express their sorrow and reaffirm their 
pride in their nation and culture. If you haven’t heard this 
haunting song yet, it can be found at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZztmQsSAqfo 

Every country celebrates its identity by means of its folk music.  
Given that Canadian society is comprised of a huge number 
of widely differing ethnicities each celebrating its own identity 
through its folk music, you might expect that Canada does 
not have a uniquely Canadian folk culture, but you would be 
wrong. The various struggles to survive against the raw elements 

of this northern environment experienced initially by the First 
Nation peoples, and later by immigrants from all over the 
world, has been the catalyst for Canada’s own folk music. From 
the songs of the sea associated with the east and west coasts, 
(not to mention the Great Lakes), to the homesteader songs of 
the prairies, or from the Gaelic traditions of the Maritimes to 
the indigenous peoples’ celebrations of creation, the variety of 
Canada’s folk music is overwhelming, and each song has its own 
history or event to recount.

My own favourite Canadian folk song? Hard to choose, but 
in the end I would have to plump for Nova Scotia’s tragic yet 
evocative “She’s Like the Swallow”.  You can listen to this at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=10C3oohGAWU)

Our prayers are with the people of Ukraine as Russia continues its assault on their beautiful country. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZztmQsSAqfo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=10C3oohGAWU)
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FROM THE 
KITCHEN
Gill Connor has provided 
the perfect recipe for 
summer enjoyment (you 
DO remember summer, 
don’t you?) taken from St. 
Mark’s Saintly Temptations 
cookbook.  Enjoy!

WHITE WINE 
SANGRIA

Ingredients 
750 mL bottle cava (Spanish 
sparkling wine)
1 orange, sliced
1 lemon, sliced
1 lime, sliced
1 cup halved strawberries, diced 
peaches or nectarines (optional)
3 Tbsp. sugar
3 Tbsp brandy

Directions:
Combine fruits and brandy in 
pitcher and toss sugar to coat.  
Let stand at least 5 minutes.  
Pour cold sparkling wine over.  
Stir to combine flavours and 
serve immediately.

Cheers! 

FROM THE 

ARCHIVES 
                                                                   - by John Smith

You may have noticed that, on the south side of the Sanctuary 
in our church, Saint Barnabas appears in one of the stained glass 
windows. One wonders why Saint Barnabas got chosen for this 
honour. Well, The Venerable Alan Naylor, in a 2007 letter to our 
then bishop, The Right Rev. James Cowan, figured that it was 
because St. Mark’s church was officially opened by Bishop Charles 
Schofield on the Feast of Saint Barnabas on June 11, 1926! Now 
there’s a bit of obscure information for you! Have a look at Saint 
Barnabas the next time you have a chance.
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Here’s the latest news from several of our 
parishioners.  We’re always glad to hear from 
you, keeping us connected and closer together.  
Many thanks for your contributions! 

Eileen Harrison moved to Sooke on Saturday March 
26 to be close to her daughter and son-in-law.  Jennifer 
and Terry delivered a prayer shawl to her on the 
previous day.  While she was pretty stressed about her 
move, Eileen was very touched, saying she was going to 
sleep with the shawl surrounded by all our prayers.  
We all wish Eileen a happy and contented life in her 
new home.

AROUND THE PARISH 
                                                                                                                     - by Sue Smith and friends

The church grounds are in need of some tender care after 
a rough winter and spring and we need people who are 
willing to spruce things up. Thank you to Ryan and David 
Kelsey who were seen wee(d)ing*  in the columbarium 
recently. It was suggested that some people might be 
willing to donate an hour of their time weekly (or 
bi-weekly, monthly?) during the growing season. If you can 
do that please sign the roster on the Notice Board in the 
Church Hall or call David whose information is on page 2 
of this newsletter.

*  A typo that appeared in the bulletin on Sunday, May 1st 
had Ryan and David “weeing” in the columbarium. That 
would be very, VERY wrong! Elizabeth gave her sincere 
apologies to both Ryan and David for the error. 

Some of our parishioners may remember Kathryn 
Tulip who joined the parish circa 2008.  She was a 
real searcher and found a spiritual home at St. Mark’s.  
Kathryn was baptized and confirmed by Bishop 
James Cowan, attended every Christian Ed. course/
program St. Mark’s ever ran (in fact she created an 
Advent study one year), and worked hard in outreach 
projects.  In fact, the parish’s meditation garden was 
her idea and she was instrumental in its creation.  She 
completed Education for Ministry and ended up 
at the Sisters of St John the Divine Mother House 
in Toronto, discerning a call to life in the order. 
On November 18, 2021, the Feast of St. Hilda of 
Whitby, Sr. Kathryn made her Final Vows of Poverty, 
Chastity, and Obedience and received her ring from 
Archbishop Linda Nicholls.  The Easter 2022 issue 
of The Eagle (https://ssjd.ca/about-us/newsletter/) 
includes a short report and picture of Sr. Kathryn 
making her final vows to the Archbishop.

https://ssjd.ca/about-us/newsletter/
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AROUND THE PARISH

Joan Paton and her husband Cliff have returned to 
Sherwood Park outside of Edmonton and will be much 
closer to their children and extended family there. The 
big bonus for them was their return to their doctor’s 
practice. They felt they needed a bit more care than 
what they could find in the Oceanside area. 

We certainly appreciated Joan’s gifts in music and other 
volunteer activities while she was with us at St. Mark’s 
and wish her well in her new home.  Church Flowers

Chenda Bishop & Carolyn Gretsinger will be 
moving to Ladysmith at the end of May.  The parish 
presented this busy couple with flowers and gifts after 
the service  on May 1st. Unfortunately, Susan and 
Elizabeth left the flowers on their back steps and the 
neighbourhood deer enjoyed a tasty “tulip salad”.  It’s 
the thought that counts, right? 

We all bid them farewell and God’s continued blessing 
on their ministries, so freely shared with the family at 
St Mark.

Church Flowers: Every Sunday during the year (except 
during Lent), flowers are placed on the altar.   If you 
would like to dedicate flowers for the Sunday services, 
please contact the office for available dates and other 
information.
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AROUND THE PARISH 
                                                                                                                   

Following a long hiatus, and concerns for continued 
safety, the Parish Council would like to slowly 
re-engage our coffee hour tradition. We will be 
offering coffee/tea only (no goodies yet) and ask 
that you get your drink and then be seated around 
the arranged tables with your friends to chat. Terry 
Roberts has agreed to be in charge of the Coffee 
roster schedule which will be on display in the hall 
and on page 2 of this newsletter. If you can host a 
Sunday Coffee Time,  please sign up as you are able. 
Here are some photos from our first coffee hour after 
service on Sunday May 1st. It was so nice to gather as a 
community again. 

Lally Grauer joined in the efforts to bring our attention 
to the need for prayers and action in support of the 
people of the Ukraine by decorating the outdoor sign.

Janet Dol and Barbara Hicks are at it again. They 
will both be appearing in the upcoming Echo Theatre 
production of “Spam and Maple Syrup de Turd”, May 
26th to 29th. Come and have an inappropiate laugh!
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BEST WISHES TO 

KIRSTEN EVENDEN                  

                t the end of May we’ll bid farewell to our Postulant, Kirsten, with 
              our prayers that God will guide her on her journey.  Here is a quick 
look at this engaging woman.

Kirsten, a Ladysmith girl, was in VIU’s first graduating class (2008). Later 
that year, she and her husband moved to Kingston where she attended 
school for a Social Work diploma.  Her journey with the Anglican Church 
began as a teenager, attending Synods and serving as a youth delegate on 
Diocesan Council. She has since served in many capacities - a youth worker, 
Sunday School, music ministry, fundraising, stewardship campaigns and 
Vacation Bible School, as well as Parish Council, including a stint as a 
Warden. After spending some time in Ontario, she and her husband ended 
up back in Nanaimo where she worked as an Employment Counselor.
In 2017, while at St. Philip Cedar, Kirsten began to wonder whether God 
could be calling her to ministry, so she went to a Diocesan discernment 
weekend at Nanaimo’s Bethlehem Centre. She met with Bishop Logan, and, 
after ACPO (the Anglican Committee for Postulants for Ordination) at the 
Sorrento Centre in 2019, she was declared a Postulant of the Diocese, and 
began her seminary training. 

Kirsten enrolled at the Atlantic School of Theology (AST) because of its focus on the importance of ministry placement.   
This usually involved on-campus summer courses as well as distance courses and spending two years in supervised ministry 
in a parish to experience the cycle of a liturgical year within the ministry of a parish. But the advent of COVID meant 
no in-person summer classes.  Kirsten was at St. Peter Quamichan, during ‘Covid-tide’, learning how to reinvent doing 
traditional things, and has spent her last three months with us. “I am so thankful Elizabeth agreed to take me on.”  She 
will be going back to Halifax in June to complete everything for graduation other than a final research-based graduation 
project. “God willing, I will be ordained as a transitional Deacon on September 14 at Christ Church Cathedral, and will 
continue ministry in a yet-to-be-determined location as I complete my graduation project.”

Those of us who have heard Kirsten’s beautiful singing will not be surprised that she has been involved in music since 
childhood, including band and theatre at High School, four summers at the Courtenay Youth Music Centre, and singing 
with Heart of the Island Chorus, a Sweet Adelines  women’s choir, and as part of a Sweet Adelines quartet. “The joy and 
benefits of singing with a group challenged me in more ways than I could imagine, breaking me out of my shell. I had to 
step away when I started seminary and my ministry placement, but I look forward to a time when I can join them again.”

Kirsten says, of her goals and aspirations: “In the simplest of terms, I aspire to make the grace, compassion and love of an 
invisible God visible wherever I am. I feel drawn to translate the tradition I fell in love with, the rhythms and patterns of 
our worship that speak to my spirit, into something adaptable and approachable to new generations.” 

And when time allows, Kirsten hopes to create space for the other things she enjoys in life - singing, photography, hiking 
and writing poetry. 

We have been blessed to have Kirsten with us, and wish her Godspeed in the adventure of life.

A
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Parish Office (Pam): 250-752-5414 • admin@stmarkqualicum.ca
OFFICE HOURS: 9am - 3pm Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday

Rector (Elizabeth): 250-240-2418 • enorthcott@bc.anglican.ca

Rector’s Warden (Chenda): 250-947-9788 • wardens@stmarkqualicum.ca

People’s Warden (Terry): 250-240-4330 • wardens@stmarkqualicum.ca

FaceBook: www.facebook.com/stmarkqb  •  Website: stmarkqualicum.ca

138 Hoylake Rd W.
Qualicum Beach, BC  
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Yvonne PooleYvonne Poole

We give thanks for the We give thanks for the 
life of Yvonne Poole life of Yvonne Poole 
who died peacefully who died peacefully 
on March 9, 2022 in on March 9, 2022 in 
her 101st year.  She is her 101st year.  She is 
remembered with love remembered with love 
by her three daughters, by her three daughters, 
six grandchildren, two six grandchildren, two 
great-grandchildren great-grandchildren 
and extended family.  Yvonne was a resident of and extended family.  Yvonne was a resident of 
Qualicum Beach for 52 years and had a passion for Qualicum Beach for 52 years and had a passion for 
life, including travelling, arts and crafts, reading, life, including travelling, arts and crafts, reading, 
gardening and volunteering.  St. Mark’s was her gardening and volunteering.  St. Mark’s was her 
spiritual home for many years. spiritual home for many years. 
          
May she rest in Peace and rise in Glory.May she rest in Peace and rise in Glory.

ANSWER TO GUESS WHO from page 8:  Ryan and Ann Geboers

There will be no 
Mindful Vespers 
in the month of 
May. We look 
forward to the 
June service. 

Jenny Vincent, organist, will be playing selections 
set to a theme, while reflections will be read by the 
Venerable Elizabeth Northcott and others. 

Mindful Vespers is open to all who are seeking a 
quiet moment for thought, prayer and music. We hope 
you come and ‘sit for a spell’ and let the music and 
words wash over you and bring you comfort.

Sunday, June 26th, 2022 - 7pm
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