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The Word Became Flesh: An unimaginable life (John 21)

MESSAGE ABSTRACT:
This week we examine the final chapter of the Gospel of John. It’s here where we learn what
happened on the third occasion that Jesus visited His disciples.

The first two were behind locked doors–but on this occasion–the disciples leave their
confinement to return to work–fishing. And it’s here where Jesus reminds them, in a most
unusual way, that they are not meant to live ordinary lives.

Peter and his fishing partners, James and John, along with Thomas and Nathanel, set out for a
night of fishing. It was a return to the way things were, because they knew not what else to do.
They didn’t know what to expect next.

But that night, they came home empty handed. That is, until they met Jesus. Reminiscent of
their early encounters with Him, Jesus suggests that they let down their nets, only to find them
overflowing with 153 very large fish.

But this time Peter’s reaction was not like it was before. The first time this happened Peter
begged Jesus to depart him for he was a sinful man. But this time, Peter ran (or rather swam) to
Jesus, jumping out of the boat the moment he learned the man on the beach was his Lord.

Peter gained more than a good breakfast. He gained restoration for the denials he uttered that
fateful night of Jesus’ arrest. Jesus’ questions, repeated for each denial, “do you love me” was
not for Jesus, but for Peter. Peter needed to see that he did love Jesus, and more importantly,
that Jesus loved him, not holding his sin against him. Jesus loved him enough to entrust His
most prized treasure to Peter: His sheep and lambs.

The weight of that discovery awaits us all. When we truly know God loves us, we too, like Peter
can live an unimaginable life.

https://youtu.be/zRHtHE8n4eY


QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

1. In what way did God speak to you in the message this past Sunday?

2. What dreams did you have as a child or young adult? Has your life gone as you
imagined it would?

3. How did you deal with any seasons of unrest or times of waiting, when you weren’t
certain what direction to take? How did you feel during that time? How did that resolve?

4. Have you had times where you’ve disappointed someone you really loved? When you
broke a promise you were certain you’d keep? What effect did that have on how you
loved them going forward?

5. How does knowing God is able to surprise you with more than you could ask or imagine,
shape your view of your future?


