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We welcome all and especially newcomers and visitors, whoever you are and wherever you find yourself 
on the journey of faith. Whenever you see this sign, + before a word or text, you are invited to make the 
sign of the cross.

GATHERING THE COMMUNITY

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
The celebrant welcomes the gathering informally. Participants are invited to take part in various roles in 
the worship.

THE GREETING
The celebrant makes the Territorial Acknowledgement.

Celebrant  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
All   And also with you.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant Risen Christ,
	 	 faithful	shepherd	of	the	flock:
  teach us to hear your voice
  and to follow your command,
	 	 so	that	all	your	people	may	be	gathered	into	one	flock,
  to the glory of God, the Shepherd of Israel.  
    Common Worship: Additional Collects (2004) alt.
All  Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Celebrant  Let us prepare ourselves for the Word of God
  as it comes to us in the reading of Holy Scriptures.
All   Our hearts and minds are open.

FIRST READING
Reader  A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ACTS

36	Now	in	Joppa	there	was	a	disciple	whose	name	was	Tabitha,	which	in	Greek	is	Dorcas.	She	was	
devoted	to	good	works	and	acts	of	charity.	37At that time she became ill and died. When they 
had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who 
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heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, ‘Please come to us without 
delay.’ 39So	Peter	got	up	and	went	with	them;	and	when	he	arrived,	they	took	him	to	the	room	
upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that 
Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40Peter	put	all	of	them	outside,	and	then	he	knelt	
down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, ‘Tabitha, get up.’ Then she opened her eyes, 
and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and 
widows, he showed her to be alive. 42This	became	known	throughout	Joppa,	and	many	believed	in	
the Lord. 43Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.  

ACTS 9:36-43
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
All  Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING
Reader  A READING FROM THE REVELATION TO JOHN

9	After	this	I	looked,	and	there	was	a	great	multitude	that	no	one	could	count,	from	every	nation,	
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed 
in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying,

‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!’

11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, 
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, 12singing,

‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and	thanksgiving	and	honour

and power and might
be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’

13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, and where have 
they come from?’ 14I	said	to	him,	‘Sir,	you	are	the	one	that	knows.’	Then	he	said	to	me,	‘These	are	
they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb.

15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his 
temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.

16	They	will	hunger	no	more,	and	thirst	no	more;	the	sun	will	not	strike	them,		nor	any	scorching	
heat; 17 for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to 
springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’ REVELATION 7:9-17
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Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
All  Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
Reader  THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO JOHN
All  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ
22 At	that	time	the	festival	of	the	Dedication	took	place	in	Jerusalem.	It	was	winter,	23and Jesus 
was	walking	in	the	temple,	in	the	portico	of	Solomon.	24So the Jews gathered around him and 
said	to	him,	‘How	long	will	you	keep	us	in	suspense?	If	you	are	the	Messiah,	tell	us	plainly.’	25Jesus 
answered,	‘I	have	told	you,	and	you	do	not	believe.	The	works	that	I	do	in	my	Father’s	name	testify	
to me; 26but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27My sheep hear my 
voice.	I	know	them,	and	they	follow	me.	28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No 
one will snatch them out of my hand. 29What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and 
no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30The Father and I are one.’  JOHN 10:22-30

Reader   The Gospel of Christ.
All   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

SERMON                                                                                       

AFFIRMING OUR FAITH
Celebrant  Let us declare our faith in God.
All   We believe in God the Father,
  from whom every family
  in heaven and on earth is named.

  We believe in God the Son,
  who lives in our hearts through faith,
	 	 and	fills	us	with	his	love.
  We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
  who strengthens us
  with power from on high.

  We believe in one God;
  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
At this time, we have a structure around which we will gather our prayers – there will be space to make 
your own requests or thanksgivings

Leader  Our Lord is a God of tenderness and compassion, slow to anger and rich
	 	 in	mercy,	generous	and	forgiving	to	all	who	cry	for	grace.	With	confidence
  let us turn to God in prayer.

   Gracious God, we pray for people throughout the world who are
	 	 suffering	from	drought	or	flood,	famine	or	poverty,	violence	or	war.
  

  Silence is kept

  Let us pray to the Lord,
All   Lord have mercy.

Leader   We pray for the church throughout the world, that we may be effective
  agents of social transformation and messengers of hope.

  Silence is kept

  Let us pray to the Lord,
All   Lord have mercy.

Leader   We pray for Canada, that its wealth and power may be a force for
  justice and peace throughout the world.

  Silence is kept

  Let us pray to the Lord,
All   Lord have mercy.

Leader  	We	pray	for	our	community,	especially	those	who	find	neither	hope	nor
  purpose in life, the ill, and those in any need or trouble.

  Silence is kept

  Let us pray to the Lord,
All   Lord have mercy.
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Leader   We pray for ourselves, that we may have the grace to rejoice with those
  who rejoice, weep with those who weep, and always to be slow to anger
	 	 and	quick	to	forgive.

  Silence is kept

  Let us pray to the Lord,
All   Lord have mercy. 

Leader   We pray for those who have died, that their souls may rest in your loving
  embrace.

  Silence is kept

  Let us pray to the Lord,
All   Lord have mercy.

Leader   Lord	God,	in	your	presence	none	of	us	can	boast,	and	all	must	ask	for
  mercy. Grant us the grace to see what needs to be done and the wisdom
  and resources to do it, through Christ our Lord.
All   Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Celebrant  Let us confess our sins
	 	 and	our	failure	to	make	God’s	will	our	priority

We keep a moment of quiet for reflection.

Celebrant  Most merciful God,
All   we confess that we have sinned against you
  in thought, word, and deed,
  by what we have done,
  and by what we have left undone.
  We have not loved you with our whole heart;
  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
  have mercy on us and forgive us,
  that we may delight in your will,
  and walk in your ways,
  to the glory of your name.  Amen.
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Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy upon you,
  +pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
	 	 confirm	and	strengthen	you	in	all	goodness,
	 	 and	keep	you	in	eternal	life;
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All   Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant  The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples
  and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
  Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.  Alleluia.       John 20.19, 20 

  The peace of Christ be always with you.
All   And also with you.

Celebrant  Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

The Celebrant will informally give directions. After exchanging the peace, please be seated.

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

The table is prepared.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Celebrant  Let us pray

The community prays in silence.

Celebrant  God of loving care,
  you spread before us the table of life,
	 	 and	give	us	the	cup	of	salvation	to	drink.
  Keep us always in the fold of your Son Jesus Christ,
  our Saviour and our shepherd.
All   Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
All  And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
All  We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant	 Let	us	give	thanks	to	the	Lord	our	God.	
All  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant  Holy God, Lover of creation,
	 	 we	give	you	thanks	and	praise
  for in the ocean of your steadfast love you bear us
  and place the song of your Spirit in our hearts.
	 	 When	we	turn	from	your	love	and	defile	the	earth,
  you do not abandon us.

	 	 Your	Spirit	speaks	through	N and N
  through prophets, sages, and saints in every age,
  to confront our sin
  and reveal the vision of your new creation.
  Joining in the song of the universe
  we proclaim your glory singing:

SANCTUS (sung)

  Holy, holy, holy, Lord,
  God of power and might,
  heaven and earth are full of your glory.
  Hosanna in the highest.
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
  Hosanna in the highest.
  Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant  Gracious God,
  in the fullness of time you sent Jesus the Christ
  to share our fragile humanity.
  Through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection
	 	 you	open	the	path	from	brokenness	to	health,
  from fear to trust, from pride and conceit
  to reverence for you.
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  Rejected by a world
  that could not bear the Gospel of life,
	 	 Jesus	knew	death	was	near.
  His head anointed for burial
	 	 by	an	unknown	woman,
  Jesus gathered together those who loved him.
	 	 He	took	bread,	gave	thanks	to	you,	broke	it
  and gave it to his friends,
	 	 saying,	“Take	and	eat:
  this is my body which is given for you.
  Do this for the remembrance of me.”

	 	 After	supper,	Jesus	took	the	cup	of	wine,
	 	 gave	you	thanks,
	 	 and	said	“Drink	this	all	of	you,
  this is my blood of the new covenant
  which is shed for you and for many.
	 	 Whenever	you	drink	it,
  do this for the remembrance of me.”

  And now we gather at this table
  in response to his commandment,
  to share the bread and cup of Christ’s undying love,
  and to proclaim our faith.
All   Christ has died.
  Christ has risen.
  Christ will come again.

Celebrant  Breathe your Holy Spirit,
  the wisdom of the universe,
  upon these gifts that we bring to you:
  this bread, this cup,
  ourselves, our souls and bodies,
  that we may be signs of your love for all the world
  and ministers of your transforming purpose.

  Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ,
  in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
  all glory is yours, Creator of all,
  and we bless your holy name for ever.
All   Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (said)

Celebrant  Now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us,
  and each in the language in which you pray, we are bold to say,
All   Our Father in heaven,
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,
  your will be done
  on earth as in heaven.
  Give us today our daily bread.
  Forgive us our sins
  as we forgive those who sin against us.
  Save us from the time of trial,
  and deliver us from evil.
  For the kingdom, the power,
  and the glory are yours,
  now and forever.  Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.

Celebrant  Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ,
	 	 crucified	and	risen;
All   make yourself known in the breaking of bread.

THE INVITATION
Celebrant  This is the table, not of the righteous,
  but of the poor in spirit.
  It is made ready for those who love God
  and who want to love God more.

  So come, you who have much faith and you who have little,
  You who have been here often
  and you who have not been for a long time or ever before,
  You who have tried to follow and all of us who have failed.
  Come, not because the Church invites you;
	 	 It	is	Christ	who	invites	you	to	be	known	and	fed	here.

  The gifts of God for the people of God.
All   Thanks be to God.
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THE COMMUNION
Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread (and wine which is optional 
and provided in a common cup) or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing. 

THE CONCLUDING RITE

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Celebrant  Let us pray.

The community prays in silence.

Celebrant  God of steadfast love,
All   watch over the Church redeemed by the blood of your Son.
  May we who share in these holy mysteries
  come safely to your eternal kingdom,
	 	 where	there	is	one	flock	and	one	shepherd.
  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord.  
  Amen.

Celebrant  Glory to God,
All   whose power, working in us,
	 	 can	do	infinitely	more	than	we	can	ask	or	imagine.
  Glory to God from generation to generation,
  in the Church and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
  Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE BLESSING
Celebrant  May you be a new creation, Christ for those to whom Christ shall send   
  you and the blessing of God our Creator, Redeemer and Giver of life be   
  with you always.
All   Amen.

THE DISMISSAL
Celebrant  He is not here. He is risen.
  Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia,  Alleluia.
All   Thanks be to God. Alleluia,  Alleluia.
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