
Matthew 6:5—15 (ESV) 
 
5 “And when you pray, you must not be like the  
hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, that they may 
be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have  
received their reward. 6 But when you pray, go into 
your room and shut the door and pray to your Father 
who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret 
will reward you. 
 
7 “And when you pray, do not heap up empty 
phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they 
will be heard for their many words. 8 Do not be like 
them, for your Father knows what you need before 
you ask him. 9 Pray then like this: 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
10 Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us this day our daily bread, 
12 and forgive us our debts, 
    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
 
14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you, 15 but if you do 
not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses. 
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INTRODUCTION:   
 
 
 

 

 

 

1. What is Jesus teaching us about prayer when he tells us to pray to God as  
      “our Father”? 

      Answer: God invites His children to come directly to Him, relating to Him as a loving Father. 
 
 
 “For Jesus, God is not simply like a Father, behind who stands a more awesome God.  God is Father.” 

—Dale Bruner 

 

 

 “Use of this intimate term for God was virtually unparalleled in first-century Judaism.”  —Craig Blomberg 

 

 



 “To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.” 

 John 1:12 

 

 

 

 “The remedy for a bad father is not the . . . removal of any father figure at all; it is the gift of a finally good Father.  

 The Lord’s prayer gives that gift.”   —Dale Bruner 

 

 

 

 “New Testament believers deal with God as their Father. Father is the name by which they call him. . . .  

 Christians are his children, his own sons and daughters, and his heirs. And the stress of the New Testament is 

 not on the difficulty and danger of drawing near to the holy God, but on the boldness and confidence with 

 which  believers may approach him. . . . To those who are Christ’s, the holy God is a loving Father; they belong to 

 his family; they may approach him without fear and always be sure of his fatherly concern and care. This is the 

 heart of the New Testament message.”   —J. I. Packer 

 

 

 

 

2. What is Jesus teaching us about prayer when he tells us to pray to God as our Father  
      “in heaven”? 
 

 Answer: “In heaven” teaches us to approach our Father with reverence and awe. 

 

 

 

 “This form of expression reminds us . . . that he holds the whole universe in his grasp, and rules it by his  

 power . . . that he is of infinite majesty, incomprehensible essence, boundless power, and eternal duration.” 

 —John Calvin 

 

 

 

 “The design of the universe . . . is very magnificent and shouldn’t be taken for granted. In fact, I believe that is 

 why Einstein had so little use for organized religion, although he strikes me as a basically religious man. He 

 must have looked at what the preachers said about God and felt that they were blaspheming. He had seen 

 much more majesty than they had ever imagined, and they were just not talking about the real thing. My guess 

 is that he simply felt that religions he’d run across did not have the proper respect . . . for the author of the  

 universe.”   —Charles Misner 

 

 

 


