
First United Church 
 

Sunday, May 8, 2022  10:30 a.m. 
Christian Family Sunday 

 
Purpose:  Building Relationships, 
Living God’s Transforming Love. 

 
Gathering 

 
Prelude:     Dana Yuan and Daphne Lin  (piano/violin) 
Prelude:     Handbell Choir, Simple Gifts                     Douglas E Wagner 
 
Welcome, Acknowledgement of Territory, Announcements, and Lighting of the 
Candle     

 

• Introit  There is Room For All,        MV 62 
  (Processing of the Light and Word, lighting of the Christ Candle.) 

 

• Call to Worship   
 

Siblings and cousins, 
Grandparents and greats— 
Aunts, uncles, and more— 
Family in God’s love. 
By adoption, by choice, 
By birth, or just because,-- 
Family in God’s love. 
People well known, 
People never met, 
People near, people far— 
Family in God’s love! 
Come as you are. 
Come as you will be. 
Come and worship, 
All you, who are… 
Family in God’s love! 
 

•  Opening Hymn              Let us Build a House       MV 1 
 

• Opening Prayer (Unison with Congregation) 
 
On Christian Family Sunday, we think of mothers, thankful for those mothers who 
have loved and cared for us, grieving for mothers unable to love and care. 



 We think of fathers who were caring and kind, always there, and others 
who are unknown, far away or unable to love. 
 We think of those in our lives of all genders and all generations, 
biologically connected, adopted or befriended, in all the various relationships that 
make up our family. 
 We rejoice in the love we share with those to whom we are close and count 
ourselves blessed. 
 Today, on Christian Family Sunday, we think of the new commandment 
given to us by Jesus that we are to love one another as he has loved us. 
 We ask for your help in meeting the challenge of loving those in our family 
with whom we have differences and difficulties, those we have caused suffering 
or wronged, or those from whom we are estranged for reasons we may not even 
understand. 
 We confess the parts we may bear in these broken relationships and pray 
that your love will fill our hearts to overflowing, showing us what healing means 
in these relationships, as we continue to love others as you have loved us. This 
we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
(Fern Gibbard) 
 

• Hymn           Lord, Have Mercy         Kyrie Eleison     VU 946 
 
Scripture Reading 1:  Matthew 19:13 – 15   (NRSV)       Reader:  Jane Heuchert 
 
Then little children were being brought to him in order that he might lay his hands on 
them and pray. The disciples spoke sternly to those who brought them; 14 but Jesus 
said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these 
that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” 15 And he laid his hands on them and went on his 
way. 
 
 Herein is wisdom. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Children/Youth Choir:    Let the Little Children Come                        F. Hernandez 
         Here is the Church                                      K. Pryor & D. Nolan 
 
Scripture Reading 2:  Romans 12:9-18 (NRSV)      Reader:Muriel Omand-Naylor 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in 
spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not 



repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is 
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.  

 Herein is wisdom. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

• Hymn        For the Beauty of the Earth (with Handbell Choir)  VU 226, Tune: DIX 
 
VIDEO VIGNETTE: Loving your Family 
 
Gallery Choir: Psalm 23 The Shepherd’s Psalm                 Mary MacDonald 
 
Poem: The Poem I Would Have Writ,  Parker J. Palmer   
 
Reader: Laurel Willingham-McLain   

 
Handbell choir:  Amazing Grace                      Arr. R. Kauffmann 
 
Offering and Dedication of Gifts 
Invitation to the Offering 
God has blessed our lives with relationships—joy inspiring and challenging. 
In response to God’s blessings in our lives, we are now invited to share our offerings. 
Prayer after the Offering 
Creator God, you have blessed our lives with relationships that both inspire and 
challenge.  
We offer these gifts so that we might continue to build relationships  
with one another and with your whole creation.  
Bless these gifts that they may bring wholeness and life abundance to all your people.  
We pray. Amen. 
 
Call to Prayer:  Lord, Listen to your Children Praying   VU 400 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
(Lee) Our faith blesses us with stories of others who have sought to live in life-giving 
relationships. As we remember these siblings in faith, remind us of your guidance and 
presence with us. Let us pray— 
 
READER 1 (Nora) God of Moses, Aaron, and Miriam; God of Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus; God of siblings who cared for one another, offered support and challenge, 
celebrated together, worked together, argued together, and grieved together. We are 
thankful for their witness. As they have done may we also seek to live in life-giving 
relationships with those we would name as siblings. 
 



READER 2 (Leah) God of Eli, Hannah, and Samuel, cross-generational colleagues, 
mentors, and trusted leaders in faith, remind us of the opportunities we have to nurture 
and care, mentor and discern with one another in this faith community. May we 
embrace the trust that is offered and shared with respect, care, and humility. 
 
CONGREGATION:   God of Ruth and Naomi, who embraced each other despite 
differences of race and cultural traditions and chose to be family for one another. 
For all who choose to be family, may your love and hope be sustained day by 
day. 
 
READER 1 (Nora) God of Simon and Andrew and James and John, who left the familiar 
to build new community with Jesus and his followers. Though faithful, they had 
moments of doubt, of fear, of denial. In our moments of doubt, fear, and denial, may we 
remember to trust and to take one step at a time. 
 
READER 2 (Leah) God of Hagar, Abraham, and Ishmael; God of Sarah, Abraham, and 
Isaac; God of the complicated, and the jealous, and the broken, remind us that this too 
is real and that you walk with us through these troubling times. 
 
CONGREGATION:  God of Mary and John, called to relationships that stretch 
beyond blood, to care for one another. You invite us too to reach out in welcome, 
support, and care for one another. 
God of the past, God of the present, God of tomorrow, help us to live in 
relationships that seek justice, love kindness, and ground ourselves in your love 
for us. 
 
LEADER (Lee) And we continue in prayer together, sharing in a paraphrase of the 
prayer Jesus taught the disciples …. 
 
Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be. 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
 



For your reign in the glory of the power that is love,  
Now and forever, Amen. 
 

• Closing Hymn      I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry    VU 644 
 
Commissioning and Benediction       
In baptism you name us your beloved children, kin to one another. 
As we go from this place, 
May we know your love that found expression in the most vulnerable of human form: 
guide us, sustain us, and empower us to love. Amen. 
 

• Response      Amen, Amen, Hallelujah, Amen    VU 974 
 

                       (The Light of Christ goes before us into the World) 
 
Postlude: Handbell Choir - A Festive Intrada                        Cynthia Dobrinski 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


