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Restored to Life  
John 21: 1-19 
I greet you with grace and mercy and peace from God our Father, and with the restorative love of 
our loving Lord Jesus.  Amen.

I’m sorry I am not with you today, but as you might be aware from the Sunday Extra or as perhaps 
you have heard, as my wife Sue is preparing for an operation, with the encouragement and support 
of our leaders, we’re just laying a little low at the moment to be as careful as we can in the lead-up 
to that op.  I do want to say a huge word of thanks to Pastor Phil, to Sue, and to other people on 
staff and volunteers who are doing so much in filling in the gaps that I leave — so please thank 
them too, won’t you. 

You know, in a time like this as a loved one comes to an operation or a time of difficulty in life, we 
sometimes tend to think a little more deeply about things in life.  I had a reminder of a 
conversation that I had in Holy Week — one of God’s surprising Easter conversations, I think — 
with my hairdresser of all people.  We were talking about what Easter is about — she comes 
recently from a country which is made up of a largely Muslim population — and she made an 
observation that Christian faith makes people good.  We talked a little bit about that, and it was 
one of those things that we pondered: does Christian faith make us good?  What do you think?  As 
we talked about that, we wondered do we need this restorative love of Jesus every day in our 
lives?  What do you think?  

A couple of questions, maybe, to help you think that through.  

• Have there ever been times in your life where you’ve failed someone, where you’ve let them 
down; where you’ve betrayed them to the point where — and maybe it’s someone whom you 
love dearly — to the point where their heart’s been hurt, where their hearts have almost 
broken? 

• Have there been times in your life where you’ve been hurt in such a way, where your heart has 
ached and almost broken because someone that you loved has hurt you so much.  

I know I have been in both of those situations.  

• Have there been times in God’s church where I, we, you have hurt others to the point where 
God’s heart has hurt so much? 

Well, God knows the answer to that question, too, and I reckon that, in our heart of hearts, if we’re 
honest, we know the answer to that, too. 

God’s restoration, then, even to “good people” like us, is a gift that’s needed every day; and that’s 
the story that we come to today in John’s gospel.  In fact, it’s the story that brings us to the end, 
the climax of John’s gospel in many ways.  And it’s important therefore that John tells this story, it 
seems, and it’s important for us to hear it; and it’s important for God that this is the story that 
brings the culmination of the gospel.  

It’s interesting, actually, because as you come to the end of the previous chapter in John’s gospel, it 
sounds like this could be the final part of the story.  It finishes like this in chapter 20:
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Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

Now, that could be a good place to finish, we might think, from a story-telling point of view.  But 
there is one more story to tell — this story of restoration.  And it is, if you will, like the bookend 
to the beginning of John’s gospel — the gospel that 
starts with some of those words that you might see 
when you look past the altar to the reredos behind 
the altar from John chapter 1:

The Word became flesh [it says], and made his 
dwelling amongst us.

That’s how to gospel of John begins — the story of 
God among us!  And here, the bookend to that story 
that God needs us, wants us, has for us to hear is a 
story of restoration.  So let’s listen in… but before we do that, let’s pray.  

Lord Jesus, send your Holy Spirit to open our hearts and our minds, and our lives, to your 
restorative presence for us.  Pour out for us your gifts, and help us to receive them — 
your gifts of life and love for us and for the world to take.  Lord Jesus, we pray in your 
name.  Amen.

God’s heart hurts because of human sin.  How do I 
know that/  Why do I say that?  Well, I think Jesus 
shows us that.  He shows us that in the scriptures.  
There’s a story in John’s gospel as Jesus comes to 
someone that he loves who lies dead in the tomb — 
Lazarus.  In that story in John 11, we hear that Jesus is 
deeply moved, Jesus is deeply troubled in heart.  And 
Jesus wept.  The pain and the hurt of sin is felt by God.  

And Jesus restores.  We know that the heart of God 
hurts in 

Jesus’ words as he comes to Jerusalem: “Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, whom I yearn to gather in love, just like a 
mother hen gathers her chicks in her protective care.”  
God’s heart hurts because of human sin and rejection.  
And he sees in sinful humanity, in you and me and in all 
the accounts in the scriptures, that people are like 
sheep without a shepherd.  And he comes in 
compassion to restore.  

Today in our readings indeed, we meet two people in 
need of restoration, and who are restored.  One is Saul, who persecuted Christians; and the other, 
whom we’re going to dwell with in the Word for a little bit today, is Peter — Peter who declared 
his love for Jesus, who confessed his faith; and yet, who denied him in the early morning.  Jesus 
comes to Peter, and comes to such as him in us today as well.  

But before we join Peter at the early morning fire in John 21, let me take you back to a fire that we 
hear of in Holy Week, on Maundy Thursday perhaps.  And Luke tells the story this way:

Then they seized Jesus and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house.  But 
Peter was following at a distance.  When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the 
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courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them.  Then a servant-girl, seeing him in 
the firelight, stared at him and said, “This man also was with him.”  But he denied it, saying, 
“Woman, I do not know him.”  A little later someone else, on seeing him, said, “You also 
are one of them.”  But Peter said, “Man, I am not!”  Then about an hour later still another 
kept insisting, “Surely this man also was with him; for he is a Galilean.”  But Peter said, “Man, 
I do not know what you are talking about!”  At that moment, while he was still speaking, 
the cock crowed.  The Lord turned and looked at Peter.  Then Peter remembered the 
word of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the cock crows today, you will deny me 
three times.”  And he went out and wept bitterly.

The utter pain and hurt of denying and abandoning 
one whom we love.  Peter had made that famous 
confession, “You are the Christ”, and he made that 
strong declaration, “Even if all of these others fall away, 
I will never leave you!” — and yet he does.

And I reckon, hand on heart, that we know too the 
experience and the pain of Peter in our lives, in various 
ways too.  The ways that we’ve abandoned Jesus, and 
perhaps been abandoned by others.  The ways that 
we’ve hurt Jesus by hurting others, and perhaps been 
hurt in those spaces ourselves.  Hand on heart, we know the situation of the Maundy Thursday fire 
as we sit with Peter, don’t we?  

But our Lord doesn’t leave us there.  You know, we 
start our Easter Day at St Paul’s with the kindling of a 
fire, and thanks to Roger and Emily for doing that so 
marvellously for us — the fire of resurrection, the fire 
of restoration.  And here we are met in the early 
morning by another fire of such restoration today as 
we join Peter and Jesus.  Jesus comes to feed, and to 
restore.  He first of all asks Peter a question:  “Do you 
love me?”  And it’s also a question for us; and I think 
it’s a legitimate question from our Lord for people 

who have betrayed him.  Peter is asked the question, “Do you love me more than these?”  And it’s a 
question of comparison that Jesus asks — is he asking Peter “Do you love me more than these 
other disciples love me?” Or “Do you love me more than going out and fishing, as has been your 
calling?”  But his second and third questions are pretty direct, aren’t they?  “Peter, do you love me?  
Do you really love me?”  And Peter says, “Lord, you know everything.  You know that I love you.”  
Can you relate to Peter in his response?  Perhaps we know the feelings of Peter.  He’s betrayed 
Jesus in the very hour when he swore he never would.  He’s seen him suffer and die.  And now his 
very love and his devotion is questioned by God, by Jesus:  “Do you love me?”  

“Yes Lord, you know I love you,” we cry out with Peter 
in the morning around that fire. 

And Jesus restores.  “Feed my sheep.”  Take my love, 
take my forgiving, restorative new life into the world.  
For it is for you.  Take my restorative love to the 
relationships you have with the people who love you; 
to people perhaps who don’t love you, who would even 
harm you.  I know you by name.  I love you dearly — 
never will I leave you, never will I forsake you.  Follow 
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me.

Peter restored; restored to life to speak words that will restore others to life.  Peter restored; 
restored to follow Jesus, even to the hard places that he may lead him in witness.  Restored to live 
forever — Peter and you and me — restored to life; restored to love; restored to live in God’s 
mission call.  That’s us — you and I restored so that our words can be moved from words that 
would perhaps otherwise take advantage, or hurt, or deceive, or seek power over others; words 
which now in the love of Christ in our hearts, words which build up, words which are of grace; 
words which include, and conclude, and are liberally sprinkled with the gospel, with the good news 
of Jesus who is there in the morning and the evening and the darkest of nights, to bring life to 
people.  

God in Jesus restoring to hope.  And as Sue prepares for an operation, I’m just so thankful for the 
love and the reality of God’s life for her and for us.  

In Revelation 5, we hear today of the whole company of heaven praising God.  And I’m reminded of 
Jesus’ words which say that there is joy in heaven this day in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents — over, indeed, you and me who are restored: restored for life to 
take life into the world.  You see, the Word became flesh, and makes his dwelling amongst us, and in 
us, and through us.  

Can you hear the call for you and me and for us today?  “Love my sheep, for I love you.  Feed my 
lambs.  Feed my sheep.  Follow me,” Jesus says.  Amen.

And God’s peace guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus to life now and everlasting.

Amen.

Video of the service including the above address: https://youtu.be/r4VZ18M4LdQ             
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