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Good Morning … 

I am with the Affirm Team. Let us read together the vision for becoming Affirming at our church. 

As a community of faith on a path to becoming an Affirming Ministry, we seek to better understand 
and celebrate the diversity of God‘s creation. We are living into celebrating the richness of our 
community when we have diversity in age, ability, gender identity, racial/cultural backgrounds, 
economics, class, sexual orientation, and family configurations. We seek to create a brave space with 
an open invitation to bring every aspect of your whole self into your participation within the East 
Plains United Church faith community. 

 

Some of you, I know, feel that you have been hearing too much about Affirm and LGBTQIA+2S, and that is 
understandable. In your bulletins today is a blank page with the header “THOUGHTS, QUESTIONS, and 
IDEAS”. I encourage you to write on it. No names necessary, just your thoughts … place it on the offering 
plate as you leave, this Sunday or next. 

 

But keep in mind that in many countries, queer folk have great and justifiable fears of being discovered for 
who they are. It can lead to job loss, jail time and even execution in some places. Suicide rates are higher 
due to their isolation. We should all be grateful that Canada is a sanctuary. But in the USA, for instance 
Florida which recently passed a house bill dubbed “Don’t Say Gay” that mandates school personal teaching 
Kindergarten through Grade 3 must not talk about sexual orientation or gender identity. Some said this 
legislation was hateful and vindictive… A threat to the wellbeing of trans-sexual students. However, Disney 
president Kery Burke – and let’s not forget Disney is one of Florida’s biggest employers – has denounced 
this law. In an act of social justice and maybe shrewd marketing, she announced that soon 50% of Disney 
characters would identify as LGBTQ or as a racial minority – WOW! This will be interesting to see. 

 

Today I want to acquaint you with a story I heard on CBC’s Ideas in the Afternoon radio program that 
moved me to tears. 

 

I ask YOU to consider for a moment how it might feel to change your whole body to a different sex through 
chemistry and surgery – a process that can take about 2 years. Just think how terrifying to make such 
changes to your body! And yet some feel this need, a great need to do this change. Some other people 
might say that “You should just stay the way God made you!”… But if you were born with a condition, from 
cosmetic to life threating – like crooked teeth, bad eyesight or deafness, hare lip and cleft pallet, congenital 
hip displacement, heart defect, or spina-bifida – this list could be very long! But there would be no social 
stigma to correcting the faults nature gave us. But for transgender people their need is so strong they 
overcome the physical difficulties and the social stigma to make themselves how they know they should 
be. 



 

The bible readings today point to the quality WISDOM in Proverbs … and LOVE in the John reading of the 
Last Supper. Pamela Post displays these qualities. She is a journalist in Vancouver for the CBC. She has 
Indigenous heritage on her father’s side. 28 years ago she gave birth to her only child, a girl named Holly. 
This child was endowed with the gift of a clear, beautiful singing voice. With professional training she 
became a classical opera singer at the Vancouver Academy of Music. She has a clear beautiful soprano 
voice that gave me chills when I heard the recording of her singing “Part of your World” from the Disney 
movie the Little Mermaid. However, while singing the lead opera roll of Minette – a cat transformed into a 
coquettish woman – she was left with a vocal injury that put her music studies on hold. Shortly after, her 
mother Pamela said that “my daughter came out as a transgender male and chose the name ASHER, which 
very aptly means blessing.” 

 

Asher was 25 years old at the time. Can you imagine being the parent of this only child and hearing this 
wish to change gender? I think it would be stunningly difficult to accept this daughter wanting to become a 
man. I can image asking “are you sure you want to do this, hun? are you sure it’s right for you? Have you 
thought it through?” … Pamela Post threw herself into learning all about transgender… I think this is true 
wisdom. I quote the mother Pam as saying “A key lesson, one of so many for me, over the past two years, 
is that everyone’s gender journey is unique and can not be lumped into the same Trans or Two-Spirit box.” 
Asher told his mother there was value in sharing their story from a Mother-Son perspective since they both 
knew of families being broken over trans people coming out. A very wise and loving thing to do as a gift to 
the community, to share their story. 

 

So, for a couple of years Asher and his mom Pamela documented his transition to male with various audio-
taped reportings and conversations. These developed into a documentary on IDEAS radio called Passaggio. 
Passaggio is a musical term meaning a change from one octave to another, which is apt because Asher had 
to give up his gifted soprano voice a high price to pay for this necessary journey. Like Ariel from the Little 
Mermaid movie, who gave up her voice magically to transition from the sea to the land, from fin to legs of 
a human.  

 

Asher had to go through a second puberty. It hit hard, he was hungry, he had acne, he was too hot, his 
boyfriend lovingly joked that his newly hairy legs were his “woollen socks”. He had a growing worry as he 
observed his voice changing and cracking. But the first time someone called him “sir” – an Uber driver 
picking him up – he was so happy. To quote his mother Pamela, “Asher bravely placed the beautiful 
instrument of his singing voice on the altar of truth – ready to sacrifice it, for being who he really was: a 
young man.” I think Pamela was very wise and loving to say this about her child’s transition. With awe and 
gratefulness she saw her son’s remarkable journey of transformation and that he had found his maturity as 
a young man with empathy and wit. But during this time of surgical and chemical changes, 2 people that 
were close to Asher passed away. One was a cousin close to his own age, the other a very good friend that 
shared his musical talents. Garret and Asher had a love of Christmas and every year they created their own 
album of Christmas music called “Elves and Eggnog”. Before he died just last May, Garret asked Asher to 
make another album on his own for Christmas. Despite struggling with grief, surgical pain, and also his own 
doubts about his capability, Asher was eventually able to create the album as a tribute to his beloved 
friend Garret.  

 



But while some were lost to him, he gained strength from an Indigenous relative on Pamela’s side. Saylesh 
Wesley is a Sto:lo and Ts’msyen weaver, scholar, and storyteller, as well as a transgender woman. She 
wrote the book Twin-Spirited Woman about her own painful life experiences, her family, as well as the 
transphobia and racism she had experienced in the 1970s. Saylesh sees her difficult transition period 
through a spiritual lens and she told Asher “To be transgender you have to be magnificently powerful.” To 
survive as a transgender person is difficult, but to flourish and live a full like is magnificent. Asher was lucky 
to have such wisdom from his indigenous relative. 

 

Pamela described Asher as a kid as a “stylish, fashion-loving child” who coveted the wedding dress that 
Pamela’s mother had made for her wedding. An embossed ivory brocade which Asher hoped to wear one 
day. He still plans to wear it on his own wedding day, someday, but altered to be a waistcoat or suit. 

 

Pamela tells us that her son is working at a tech job in Vancouver, taking voice lessons to care for his new 
tenor sound. He has performed at an international masterclass for trans singers and will be joining a choir. 
And he was able to produce the Christmas tribute to his friend Garret, singing with his lovely new tenor 
voice a rendition of “God rest ye merry gentlemen, let nothing you dismay”.  

 

We are blessed by Pamela and Asher’s wisdom and love to help others learn from their experiences. Thank 
you for your patience today. Please feel free to join an Affirm meeting. We’d really like to see you! If you 
want more information and to hear the radio podcast please visit the CBC website at: Passaggio: A story of 
transition, identity and love | CBC Radio 

 

 

Thank you! 


