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June/July Tower Deadline:
Friday, May 27

Please e-mail all requested article copy and 
pictures to communications@epworth.com. 

May 2022
2-3    ANNOUNCEMENTS
 +   Baptisms in April
 +   2022 Confirmands/Newest Members
 +   Pictures from April
 +   Church Office
 +   Thanks!
 +   Sympathies

4    GROW
 +   Digital Connections Card
 +   Adult Singles
 +   Saturday Worship
 +   Student Loans
 +   Mother's Day Photos
 +   Youth/Graduation Sunday
 +   Book Signing
 +   Friends in Faith: Bunco/Book Club

5 KIDS, YOUTH & FAMILIES
 +   Kids in May
 +   Touch-a-Truck
 +   Bible Camp
 +   Children's Musical
 +   SWAT Mission Week

6-7 CARE & SERVE
 +   Healing & Wholeness
 +   Priscilla Circle
 +   Spring Cleaning Drive
 +   Red Cross Blood Drive
 +   Stephen Ministry
 +   Feed Your Neighbor
 +   Bazaar Vendor Applications
 +   Hawkins Volunteer Celebration
 +   Spring Cleanup
 +   First Impressions Team
 +   Furniture Ministry

In Person & 
Livestream Worship

SUNDAY:
• 8:30am Classic w/ Weekly Holy Communion: Includes 

Holy Communion served every week.  
• 9:45am Classic: Steeped in the warm-hearted  

Methodist tradition featuring choral and organ music. 
• 11:00am Modern: Fast-paced, featuring our praise 

band.

WEBSITE & FACEBOOK:
Watch our worship online at epworth.com/live or on our 
Facebook page at facebook.com/epworthtoledo:
• Sunday at 8:30am: LIVE! 
• Sunday at 9:45am: Rebroadcast of 8:30 worship service
• Sunday at 11:00am: LIVE! 

TELEVISION BROADCASTS:
• Sunday at 8:30pm - WLMB - Televised broadcast of last 

week’s worship. [Cable channel 40, Local channel 6]

Archived Sermons
All of our previous sermons are available at 
any time and on the go!
• Podcasts: We can be found on Apple, Spotify, and 

Google. Visit epworth.com/podcast for links.
• Website: Access any of our previously streamed  

sermons 24/7 at epworth.com/sermons.

BAPTISMS IN APRIL

Caraline LindhorstCharlotte Lindhorst Louise Foxhuber 

WELCOME OUR 2022 CONFIRMANDS!

Louis Abernathy, Logan Edwards, Eden Foster, 
Alexander Hall, Ellie Herald, Scarlet Holton, 

Oliver Lazenby, Adia Lehto, Matthew Mullins, 
Elaina Roesti, and Griffin Wilson

NEWEST MEMBERS

Louise Foxhuber Amy Jindra
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

•	 THE MCCONNELL FAMILY on the passing 
of David McConnell.

•	 THE SAMPSON FAMILY on the passing of 
Earldine Sampson. 

•	 THE CAMPBELL FAMILY on the passing of 
Rev. George Campbell. 

•	 THE FIGLEY FAMILY on the passing of 
Richard Figley.

Hello Epworth family and friends,

Thanks very much to all who supported, participated, and attended our Holy Week and Easter Worship experiences.  It was a 
truly unique and exciting time for everyone. Enjoy these photos as we remember this time with thankfulness! See you soon at 
our upcoming outreach events this month including Mother’s Day, Touch-A-Truck, and the Bible Camp Preview Party.

Dr. Stephen Lowell Swisher  |  Senior Pastor

Sympathies .............. recent deaths
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CHURCH OFFICE 
Please keep in mind, the church office will be closed on 
Monday, May 30 in observance of Memorial Day.

THANKS!
Lin and I would like to express our immense gratitude to 
our Epworth family for the care, prayers, and good cheer 
that many of you bestowed on us throughout Lin's recent 
hip surgery and recovery.  The many meals, gifts, cards, 
visits, and phone calls were the perfect antidote to get us 
through this challenging time. You're the best and thanks 
again!
Sincerely,
Lin and Don Bingham
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & GROW

BUNCO
We meet at 6:30pm on Wednesday, May 11, at Karen 
Wyckoff’s 1959 Pinedale Dr., Toledo. Bring friends, no 
Bunco experience necessary! Bring an appetizer, side dish, 
or dessert to share. RSVP to Karen at kardav4@aol.com.

BOOK CLUB
If you are interested in joining us for Friends in Faith Book 
Club, here is the next opportunity. We meet at June Galvin’s 
house, 3641 Christie Blvd., Toledo at 7pm unless otherwise 
noted. Dessert and interesting conversation is served up! 
Join us on May 24 as we discuss "A Slow Fire Burning" by 
Paula Hawkins. A note from our Book Club host: Fully vac-
cinated or those who have recovered from COVID welcome. 
Masks always welcome. Please no unvaccinated other than 
those recovered from COVID.

YOUTH & GRADUATION SUNDAY
On Sunday, May 15 we will be celebrating Youth Sunday. 
Our students will lead all three of our worship services and 
we list all 2022 graduates in the bulletin. Join us in support 
of our young people!

DIGITAL CONNECTIONS CARD
Every week, we will print a QR code in the Weekly Remind-
ers. When you scan the QR code on your smartphone, you 
will automatically be taken to our digital Connections Card. 
Keep in mind, we will still have the printed versions each 
Sunday as well. If you so choose, we invite you to digitally 
fill out the Connections Card each week; you can do this 
from home as well and choose the "online" option. If you are 
worshiping with us in person, we kindly ask that you choose 
one connections card option, not both. 

HOW TO USE A QR CODE:
• Open the Camera app and/or QR Code reader on your 

phone
• Hold your device over a QR Code so that it’s clearly 

visible within your smartphone’s screen
Two things can happen when you correctly hold your smart-
phone over a QR Code:
• The phone automatically scans the code -OR-
• You have to press a button/link to scan the code
Presto! Your smartphone reads the code and navigates to 
the digital connections card. It may take a few seconds. 

MOTHER'S DAY, FREE PHOTOS
Plan now to join us and enjoy FREE Mother’s Day photos on 
Sunday, May 8 in between ALL worship services. 
Enjoy special music and a Mother's Day themed sermon. 
Then join your family for a special picture in a beautiful 
photo spot. Plus, every woman will receive a souvenir flow-
er that day. 

SALLEE BURNS BOOK SIGNING
Epworth member Sallee Burns is a first-time author, who 
will be having a book signing here at Epworth on May 22 
in the lobby after each worship service. You can purchase 
her book, When the Time Comes, I’ll Know, on Amazon and 
bring it with you on the 22nd for her to sign. It is already a 
best-seller on Amazon and is available in hardcover, paper-
back, and ebook. Sallee was inspired to write the book to 
help prevent anyone from having to go through the situation 
her family endured. Her story is a non-fiction novel about a 
nine-year long journey (starting in 1986 and concluding in 
1995) taken by her family seeking justice for her great-un-
cle. 

He lived in Shamokin, PA and was a multi-millionaire. 
Unfortunately, he encountered a highly manipulative 
woman possessed by greed and became her target. She took 
advantage of him, hid him from his family, and isolated him 
from his friends. Undeterred, his family did not give up on 
him. Because of the length of the story, it has been divided 
into two books. Book two, The Trail of Greed Leads to Black 
Letter Law, will be released in May.

APPLY FOR A STUDENT LOAN! 
Each year, Epworth offers loans to students in any post-high 
school program. After the application is received and an 
interview and review by the committee is complete, loans 
are approved up to $1,000 per year and sent to the school in 
the student’s name. Students may receive up to $4,000 total 
during their schooling. Payments do not begin until seven 
months after graduation. If payments are made on time, 
there is no interest charged. To pick up an appication, please 
visit the church office. Applications are due by July 1.

SATURDAY WORSHIP
We are thrilled to announce that our Saturday worship 
will commence June 4! We know life can get busy especial-
ly over the summer months with outdoor activities, kids 
camps, vacations, family in town, etc. So, in an effort to fulfill 
our promise to you, "Help for Today, Hope for Tomorrow, 
and a Place to call Home," we want to ensure you have 
an opportunity that fits your schedule to come home to 
Epworth. Be sure to check out this condensed, 30-minute 
worship service, it might be just what you or your family 
have been looking for!

Single, divorced, and widowed adults in the community are 
welcome. Join us on Monday, May 2 at 5pm at Barry Bagel's 
(W. Sylvania Ave and Holland-Sylvania Rd.) for a sandwich 
then go over to Handel's for your favorite ice cream. RSVP to 
Nancy at hauer.nancy@yahoo.com or call 419-885-4595.

[adult  Singles ]
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KIDS & YOUTH
WHAT KIDS ARE EXPLORING IN MAY

Preschool & Toddler | Sunday 
AM services
This month, we continue to 
meet during all Sunday morning 
worship services. Epworth’s 
preschool and toddler kids will 
explore the Biblical truth: God 
Made Everything! This hands-

on, action-packed large group/small group time will help 
your early childhood children explore the idea that we can 
look high and low, near and far, and everything we see was 
created by God. During their Bible story time, they will work 
on memorizing this Bible Memory Verse: “God saw every-
thing he had made. And it was very good.” (Genesis 1:31, NIV)  

If you are unable to join us in person, we will post the First 
Look Early Childhood Worship on the children's facebook 
page, facebook.com/Epworthkids  and digital devotional 
materials at epworth.com/kidsathome. 

It is our prayer that by the end of this month, your little 
ones will begin to know and understand that not only did 
God create EVERYTHING around them, He also created each 
of them!  

Elementary | 9:45am 
This month we will finish up our 
exploration on what the Bible has 
to say about the life app Hope—
Believing that something good 
can come out of something bad. 
During their large group worship 

and small group discussion time the kids will focus on this 
month’s memory verse: “In this world you will have trouble. 
But be encouraged! I have won the battle over the world.” (John 
16:33b, NIrV)

Epworth’s elementary kids continue to meet at 9:45 in the chil-
dren’s wing. If you are unable to join us in person, our Epworth 
Kids Elementary Worship is also live streamed at 10am on 
the children's facebook page, facebook.com/Epworthkids and 
digital devotional materials at epworth.com/kidsathome. 

Our prayer is that this month, your children will learn that be-
lieving in the Resurrected Lord, and having a relationship with 
him, means that even though we can’t always see the bigger 
picture, Christians are people of HOPE. With that hope, we can 
believe that something good can come out of something bad.

CHILDREN'S MUSICAL
Epworth Children’s Choir presents "Once Upon a Parable" 
on Wednesday, May 18 at 6pm in the church lobby and Chil-
dren’s Chapel. We’ll start the evening with a meal prepared 
by Chef Les in the lobby at 6pm and then move into the 
Children’s Chapel for the musical. Featuring Jesus, played by 
different actors in each parable, the musical includes: the 
wise man, the foolish man, the good Samaritan, the mus-
tard seed, the parable of the vineyard, and the prodigal son, 
which is the centerpiece of the musical. This event is free, 
but please call the office at 419-531-4236 or email 
hannah@epworth.com to let us know you are attending by 
May 16 (so we know how much food to prepare).

TOUCH-A-TRUCK!
On May 14 from 10am-2pm, 
our parking lot will be filled 
with vehicles of all shapes 
and sizes from 10am-2pm 
(sensory friendly times from 11-11:30am and 12:30-1pm)! 
Kids of all ages can climb aboard, honk horns, and pretend 
to drive anything that rolls. Enjoy free snacks, a raffle, and 
TONS of family fun. Hot dog and hamburger lunches will 
be available to purchase. The two lucky Grand Prize raffle 
winners will receive a 12V riding/remote control power 
wheels vehicle.  Bring your family, friends, and neighbors to 
this FREE community event! Have questions or want to help 
out? Email Adam at adam.schoesler77@gmail.com.

BIBLE CAMP 2022
Join us as we go off-road 
for a Monumental adven-
ture through the colorful 
canyons and sunbaked 
trails of the southwest. 
This year Bible Camp will 
take place in-person June 

13-17 from 9am-12pm. By exploring God’s awesomeness 
at Epworth's Bible Camp, kids form a rock-solid faith for 
the road ahead. Bible Camp at Epworth is FREE and open 
to potty-trained 4 year olds (as of 6.1) through children 
who have completed 5th grade. Register your child today at 
epworth.com/biblecamp. It takes the whole church to pull 
off an impactful in-person Bible Camp. Head to 
epworth.com/biblecamp today and sign-up to volunteer as 
a leader or crew leader! 

S.W.A.T. MISSION WEEK 
This summer the Epworth SWAT youth will be headed to Memphis, TN for mission week! Mission Week will be from 
July 16-22. If you would like to go, please contact Chris at chris@epworth.com as soon as possible. The cost of the 

trip will be $250, but if you need a scholarship, there are plenty available. We look forward to serving this 
community with the youth of our church. 

http://facebook.com/Epworthkids
http://epworth.com/kidsathome
http://facebook.com/Epworthkids
http://epworth.com/kidsathome
http://epworth.com/biblecamp
http://epworth.com/biblecamp
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CARE & SERVE
HEALING AND WHOLENESS 

The monthly service is based on 
the ACTS of prayer. We offer this 
service to reconnect with God, 
give people a chance to open their 
hearts to God, and lay their trials 
at God's altar. The service includes 

Scripture, hymns, prayers, sharing of joys and concerns, and 
anointing with hands-on prayer (if desired). Join us on May 
9 at 7pm as we acknowledge God's presence in our lives and 
open our hearts to the source of our strength, faith, hope, 
and love.

STEPHEN MINISTRY
We humans experience 

times of loneliness, 
sadness, hurt, anger, 

disappointment, grief, and 
abandonment. That is part 
of being human. Another 

part of being human is needing help from each 
other. God never intended us to be completely 

self-sufficient. Part of God’s plan is for each of us 
to turn to others for help when we need it.

So when you or a friend are experiencing 
difficult times, don’t struggle alone. Our 

Stephen Ministers will walk with you, listen to 
you, encourage you, pray with you, and 

provide confidential one-to-one care to help you 
through tough times. Stephen Ministers can bring 

the love of Jesus back into your life. 

To learn more about Stephen Ministry for you or 
someone you know contact us at 
stephenministry@epworth.com.

PRISCILLA CIRCLE 
The members of Priscilla Circle will be in the lobby before 
and after all services on Sunday, May 15 to share our com-
munity service projects. We are asking for your help in sew-
ing reusable tote bags to be distributed to local food banks. 
We have kits available to be taken home and sewn, com-
plete with instructions and fabric. We also have yarn and a 
simple pattern for knitting hats for the children of Hawkins 
Elementary school. We just completed making over 60 tote 
bags for the Bibles for Africa project. 

We are always welcoming new members to Priscilla Circle. 
We meet the second Thursday of each month at 9:30am in 
room 206. Please stop by to say hello and learn more about 
our circle.

SPRING CLEANING DRIVE 
FOR LEADING FAMILIES HOME 
Leading Families Home doesn't just help families find a 
new home. The support continues with case management, 
education, and employment services as we follow families 
for several years. Part of that support is supplying fami-
lies with the tools and resources they need to thrive. This 
Spring Cleaning Drive will help us to encourage participants 
to clean their new homes and encourage self-respect and 
cleanliness. 

How can you help? We've created an Amazon wish list with 
basic household items like brooms, cleaning sprays, and 
bleach. Throughout the month of May, Epworth will be col-
lecting items for the Leading Families Home Spring Clean-
ing Drive. Use the QR Code below 
and your Amazon order is shipped 
directly to their offices, or you can 
pick up cleaning items and drop off 
at Epworth labeled Leading Families 
Home (LFH). Monetary contribu-
tions to Epworth with LFH in the 
memo line are welcome. Contact 
Jennie@epworth.com if you have 
questions.

RED CROSS BLOOD 
DRIVE
Calling all blood donors, please 
join us for a mid-week blood drive 
at Epworth! Wednesday, June 1 
from 12pm – 5pm, Epworth is 
sponsoring a blood drive in the 
gym. Come join the community 
of giving and help our neighbors 
who need blood products. Help those in need, from cancer 
patients to those undergoing surgery, by donating blood 
with us. Each donation can help up to 3 lives!

We are offering several ways for you to sign up:
• Visit redcrossblood.org and type "Epworth UMC" in the 

search field
• Click on this link
• Contact Gordy Krueger for assistance:

• call or text 419-279-2583
• email gordy59@hotmail.com

http://redcrossblood.org
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=EPWORTHUMC
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SERVE
FEED YOUR NEIGHBOR
Feed Your Neighbor has not been able to get any meat from 
the food bank so they really need canned tuna, salmon, 
or meat of any kind. Also, canned mixed vegetables, kid-
ney beans, chick peas, and canned spaghetti (especially 
with meat)! In addition they need: soda crackers, hygiene 
products, toothpaste, shampoo, and deodorant. Epworth, 
thank you for your continued generous support of Feed 
Your Neighbor. Any questions please contact Carol Bardi at 
cpb5538@gmail.com.

FURNITURE 
MINISTRY

STATISTICS    APRIL
Families:   14
Adults:  20
Children:   24
Furniture:   168

2022
35
42
47

372

BLESSINGS ITEMS 
MOST NEEDED:
twin sheets and 
twin comforters

HAWKINS VOLUNTEER CELEBRATION
The Epworth-Hawkins 

Partnership will celebrate 
the work of its volunteers at 
a Volunteer Recognition on 
May 20 from 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m. at the Toledo Botanical 
Garden Conference Center. 

A highlight of the event will be a presentation by 
Hawkins students on a class STEMM project. The 

students will then join volunteers for brunch.  

During the 2021-22 school year, our volunteers 
have engaged in a wide range of activities: one-

on-one tutoring in reading and math, assisting in 
the school library, distributing Reader Bags to 1st 

and 2nd grade students, meeting with 3rd and 4th 
grade Book Clubs, assisting with Garden Club activ-
ities, helping out at the Grace Church School Supply 
Pantry, delivering monthly treats to Hawkins staff, 
sending cards and “caring notes,” and many other 

forms of behind the scenes assistance. As the school 
year draws to a close, we thank our volunteers for 
their service to the Hawkins community and look 

forward to another busy year in 2022-23. 

SPRING CLEANUP
Join us on Saturday, May 7 from 9am-12 noon 

for our annual spring cleanup, participants of all 
ages are welcome! Bring gloves to wear along 
with a leaf or garden rake. We will be cleaning 

out the garden beds and applying mulch around 
the church campus. If you have any questions, 

please email Dave at dbr65@bex.net.
CALLING ALL VENDORS!
The annual Arts & Crafts Bazaar 
is Saturday, November 5. Vendor 
applications are being accepted for 
the Bazaar through June 15. Appli-
cations are available by clicking here, 
or online at Epworth.com/bazaar. 
Questions can be directed to Karenlfraker@gmail.com. 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS TEAM
Join the First Impressions Team and help Epworth welcome 
our guests to our church home. If you are outgoing and 
enjoy interacting with others, please consider helping us 
ensure all people, especially our visitors, are given a warm 
welcome to Epworth. The First Impressions Team invites 
you to share your gift of hospitality by volunteering to staff 
the Kiosk or by being a greeter. You can sign up today at 
epworth.com/firstimpressionsteam. If you have questions 
about:
• First Impressions Team, contact Ronnie at  

gorsuch2@bex.net
• Kiosk scheduling, contact Shelly at  

ssavory19@gmail.com
• Greeting scheduling, contact Gordy at  

gordmc59@hotmail.com

Hebrews 13:2 Do not forget to show hospitality to strang-
ers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to 
angels without knowing it. Thank you for serving in this 
important ministry!

https://www.epworth.com/df_media/W1siZiIsIjIwMjIvMDQvMjkvMDcvMTgvNDAvYjliMDdkYTgtNTNkZC00NWFjLWFiNzYtMzhjNzZlZTc3YWE5L1ZlbmRvciBhcHBsaWNhdGlvbiAyMDIyLnBkZiJdXQ/Vendor%20application%202022.pdf?sha=e67ea031acf46622
https://www.epworth.com/events/arts-and-crafts-bazaar/2022-11-05
http://epworth.com/firstimpressionsteam
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4855 W. Central Avenue
Toledo, Ohio  43615-2337

GRADUATION & 
YOUTH SUNDAY

MAY 15  |  8:30, 9:45 & 11AM

youth lead all worship services
& we recognize 2022 graduates


