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Worship and Work AS One: Reflection for Easter 2—24 April 2022 
Acts 4:32-35 and John 20:19-31 
Rev. Dr. Barbara Fullerton, East Plains United Church, Burlington 

Our gospel reading today is in John 20: 19-20, 24-31  
 Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 

house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the religious leaders, Jesus 

came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20After he said this, he 

showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw [him]. 

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to 

them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 

the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’  

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be 

with you.’ 27Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 

your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ 28Thomas answered him, ‘My 

Lord and my God!’ 29Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’  

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 

this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 

Anointed One of God, … and that through believing you may have new life in his name.         

 

For the Word of God in scripture, 

For the Word of God among us, 

For the Word of God within us, 

ALL:  Thanks be to God 
 

In our scripture readings this morning, a common thread is the power of shared 
experience, shared faith, shared sightings of Jesus, shared property, shared spiritual 
support. In a culture where we talk a lot about self-sufficiency and making sure we look 
out for ourselves, this viewpoint is countercultural.  

Today’s society focuses on self-made people, the “I will believe it and act on it when I 
see it for myself” kind of people, like Thomas. Today, Thomas might live in the U.S 
state of Missouri, The Show Me State, where some of my cousins live.  

That used to be the slogan on their license plates. The phrase is now used to describe 
the character of Missourians … unwilling to believe without adequate evidence.i They 
also are very much believers that everyone should be self-reliant and take care of 
themselves and their own. 
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That is NOT the Kin-dom of God kind of society the disciples tried to build after Easter, 
where the community that followed Jesus “were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 
common… and there was not a needy person among them.” 

During this pandemic, some of us have heard multiple stories of how people in our 
community have rallied others for mutual encouragement and support, and then been 
renewed when others have offered them the same. That might be when someone 
offers a word of encouragement on the phone or in an email. Or a stranger pays it 
forward in a Tim Horton’s drive-through pick-up line. Or when a treasured friend 
participates in a funeral on Zoom from halfway across the country simply to say, “I am 
here to be with you because I care.” For me, it was early in the pandemic when friends 
delivered groceries and then again, when I was quarantined. 

God’s light and love is sometimes shown to us through those around us, so that the 
shadows and difficulties lose their power. Thomas just wasn’t “there” yet when he met 
with his friends who HAD had a resurrection experience of Jesus. And he felt left out 
and alienated, because he hadn’t been there with them. 

But after Jesus appears to him, too, Thomas is convinced and eager to proclaim Jesus 
God’s son. He is the disciple who took the gospel furthest to the East, becoming a 
missionary to India. There are a number of wonderful stories about Thomas and even 
a Gospel of Thomas, which did not make it into the New Testament. 

But it is not just Thomas who was having a hard time in this story. In John 20:19, we 
are told: “When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear…” It was Easter day and 
they were scared. 

This is one of our default responses to trauma and to perceived impossibilities. We 
'hunker down' behind locked doors, afraid of more hurt from that which has assaulted 
us. Fear paralyses us. We see this in climate change deniers. We hear it in Bible 
Studies and Prayer Groups where pious proclamations are made that God will rescue 
us from this trouble or that. God becomes an intervening magic, because our trauma is 
too hard to even process, let alone to integrate it into the reality of ongoing life. Let 
alone for us to become part of the solution. 

The disciples are locked away in fear…  How often do we in the church get "locked in" 
to our traditions and routines out of fear—fear of “other,” of change, of doubt, of debt. 
Fear of getting involved. Fear of setting boundaries. Fear of COVID. (You fill in the 
blank: ______. Fear of what?) Easter invites us to connect with one another in spite of, 
or perhaps especially because of, our fears. We are invited into true community where 
all are loved, all are valued, all are welcome, and all will work together AS one. 

The disciples had experienced that kind of community with Jesus, but now they were 
afraid. Jesus was dead and his body gone. There were strange stories circulating, 
especially from Mary, that she had seen Jesus and he talked to her. How could that 
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be? It was impossible. Wasn't it? I think it is fair to understand the reaction of the 
disciples. Losing your leader would cause anyone to be fearful. 

What about us? Are we still fearful 2000 years later?ii Definitely a rhetorical question. 

The tendency in the church is to retire behind closed doors to practice our faith. It's a 
North American heresy, not at all in keeping with the Jewish faith of Jesus, in which 
faith and politics could not be separated. And it’s not in keeping with a Canadian value 
system evolved from the social gospel, with a public social safety net to care for the 
marginalized. 

EPUC has been in its location in Aldershot for many years and witnessed to the power 
and presence of God. Have we stuck ourselves behind closed doors? Well, the 
building was closed for two years, due to Covid. But we did not cut ourselves off from 
our mission focus. Our active Wider Work team continued to address many justice 
issues, doing education with the congregation and inviting action. Rev. Harold 
continued to lead a Climate Justice discussion about four times a year, usually a book 
study, which Josephine has hosted on Zoom during the pandemic. Meanwhile, many of 
you have been involved in caring for each other in a number of ways. We have not 
been locked behind closed doors.   

In the final part of our Gospel reading this morning, the gospel writer John sends the 
church a strong and clear message. The final words of his Gospel are that it was 
written “so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Anointed One of God, … 
and that through believing you may have life in his name.”iii  

He does not say, so you may have eternal life, but so you may have life—life here and 
now, life in the Kin-dom of God that Jesus preached. 

We often occupy ourselves in worship with our private and individual spiritual 
dilemmas, as if worship is merely personal renewal for us. Out there we are occupied 
with the political, economic and civic realities that relate to most of our waking hours.  

Do the two speak to each other? Does our private, cloistered Jesus have something 
relevant to say to the world out there? Can the Good News of Jesus' resurrection and 
promise of new life be joyfully proclaimed and enthusiastically connected in worship 
with the politics of our real world?        
         

Yes, absolutely! The faith of Jesus—what he believed and taught about living in the 
Kin-dom of God—said yes, absolutely. And the mode of his death—execution on a 
cross—says yes, absolutely. The cross matters, and the way it mattered was more 
political than it was spiritual. Jesus’ message against the religious establishment of his 
time was a political message and it got him nailed to a cross. So we make those 
connections, too. 
        

Thomas, like Jesus, was an incredible risk taker. He has been maligned through the 
centuries by being called “The Doubter.” But he was willing to follow Jesus down 
whatever road he led Thomas and the rest of the followers, even to death. 
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Apparently, he didn't feel the need to stay in the locked and shuttered room with those 
who reeked of fears. He was not there, locked up with the others, when Jesus first 
appeared to them on Easter evening. 
 

He also was willing to admit that he needed something more tangible than just stories 
about "something that happened." Thomas was willing to speak up and say he did not 
understand what it was that Jesus was talking about, and asked him to explain it in 
simpler terms. And when convinced, he took the risk to proclaim aloud what others 
may have been feeling about Jesus: “My Lord and my God!”  

And in his life, from then on, worship and work were one. His faith guided all he did as 
he set out to share the good news Jesus had opened up for him and the other 
disciples, about God’s dream for what the world could be like when our worship and 
work are integrated. 

As we finish, allow me a play on those words. Not only can our worship and work be 
one, integrated as it were, but we are called to Worship together and Work together AS 
one: one community of faith. We worship collectively AND we carry out God’s mission 
collaboratively. We worship and work AS one, one Body, Christ’s Body in the world. 

So often, what gets a church into trouble is when individuals do things unilaterally, 
rather than in concert with others. EPUC is no exception to that. In fact, the conflicts I 
have witnessed during this transitional ministry have happened because of individuals 
acting unilaterally. If this church is going to thrive as a vital ministry into the future, that 
is one of the things that must change.  

What we learn through the Annual Congregational Meeting is that who we are is who 
we are together. As the meeting unfolds, notice how that identity of who we are as 
a community of faith rests solidly in how we worship and work AS one! May it be 
so! 
 

i http://www.statesymbolsusa.org/Missouri/NicknameMissouri.html  
ii There have been times in my life when I have been a bit cautious about my own involvement in justice 

issues. Statements on mining justice issues can make one a lawsuit target of mining companies. The 

United Church briefs advocates at a national level about what can and cannot be safely said, so I was very 

circumspect in how I stated things that were “alleged” to be true, after representing the UCCan in 

Tanzania in 2011 as the only Canadian in an ecumenical group that visited several mining sites there and 

consulted with people who lived with the repercussions.  
 

When I was an anti-apartheid activist in the 1980s, after Father Michael Lapsley’s hands were blown off by 

a letter bomb, I got a post office box in a neighbouring town to receive all communication about my 

southern Africa advocacy work, because I did not want something similar to happen to one of my children 

because their mother was being stalked at every speaking engagement across the U.S. Midwest by 

someone from the South African consulate in Chicago. True story!  

 
iii Stan Duncan, in post to PRCL on 11 April 2015. There is some historic confusion on whether it says, “so 

you may come to believe” or whether it says “so you may continue to believe.” It comes down to a 

difference of one letter which may have been omitted in a copying error in the original Greek. 

 

                                           

http://www.statesymbolsusa.org/Missouri/NicknameMissouri.html
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The significance of this is that one reading says the gospel was written so that you will change and 

become a believer that Jesus was about God’s mission. In that case it is meant as an evangelical (good 

news) statement. The other interpretation says it was written so that you (who are already believers) will 

continue to believe, in which case it is meant as a support or strengthening statement. One wants you to 

become a believer, a spiritual statement, the other wants you to put that belief into practice, which carries 

political implications, such as our advocacy for Climate Justice and a Guaranteed Livable Income. 

Translators are not settled on this, and the difference is significant. 


