
 

When life feels bleak, what is God doing?          Pastor Tom  
~ Ezekiel 1:1-3           April 24, 2022 
 
 
 Sometimes, life can seem a little bleak or blah – like this past Tuesday.  How many of you were 

excited to see the snow coming down on Tuesday morning?  Farmers probably appreciated the moisture.  

But for those looking for spring it was a little bleak. It’s only one month into Spring.  We didn’t have just a 

little snow.  It snowed all day and through the evening.   Wednesday morning looked like a winter 

wonderland – except it was April 19.   For those of us looking forward to spring and the new life it brings, 

Tuesday and Wednesday were kind of blah.   

 The blahs are a feeling of physical uneasiness, general discomfort or mild depression.  We can 

feel like this when we’ve had time off and have to go back to work or school.    Or sometimes life can 

even look more than a blah but bleak – dreary, depressing, disheartening and harsh.  We can feel like 

this through a time of illness or medical treatment.  We may have experienced the blahs because of 

Covid and isolation.   Or we can struggle with them when there’s something hard in our live or a situation 

that doesn’t look like it will go away any time soon.    

 When life feels blah or bleak, what is God doing?  Where is the abundant life that Jesus promised 

us?  Why don’t we feel lifted up and filled with the Spirit?  Where is the joy of the Lord?  What is God 

doing when life feels blah or bleak?   

This question may have crossed the mind of someone we will spend a lot of time with over the next 

months.  His name is Ezekiel and he is one of the prophets we find in the Old Testament portion of our 

Bible.  He lived during at a difficult time in his nation’s history.  He survived a siege of the ancient city of 

Jerusalem.  It eventually fell to the Babylonians.  They forcibly removed thousands of citizen to Babylon 

including Ezekiel.  He was a war refugee like those we see on TV who are fleeing the war in Ukraine.   

Now he lived with other exiles in and around the capital of the empire – Babylon itself.  Life was pretty 

bleak for him and his people.  He may have wondered what God was up to.  But as we enter into this 

study, we are going to discover that God was at His work even though Ezekiel did not at first see it.   I 



 

pray that as we begin his story today, if you feel a little blah or a lot of bleakness, you will be encouraged 

by the reality that God is still at work.    

Today we start a new series of messages on the Old Testament prophetic book of Ezekiel.    In all 

my years of reading the Bible, Ezekiel has gained quite the reputation in my mind.  I would call it the 

weirdest book with the strangest prophet in the Bible.  We will meet someone who does bizarre stuff.  We 

will also glimpse some visions God gave him that are both thrilling yet frustrating to interpret.  We will see 

God give Ezekiel a very difficult ministry assigment.  Yet God empowered Him to carry it out.  Ezekiel’s 

words continue to have relevance for our lives today if we give them some time.  I pray that God will use 

His Word in this ancient prophecy to comfort and reassure you of His sovereignty and control over all 

things despite chaos that we see around us.    

Today, we’re just trying to get the lay of the land.   We will just dip our toes into this book so we can 

dive in more fully next week.   To help us do that, I have included a drawing produced by the Bible Project 

about the book of Ezekiel.  It gives us a visual picture of what the book is about and where it is going.  

We are going to watch a video where you will see this poster drawn and explained.   Then we will look at 

just the first 3 verses of the book to answer the question “When life feels bleak or blah, what is God 

doing?”  

(Play Bible Project Video)   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-CIPu1nko8 

Now I know that is a lot to digest in 7 minutes.  But it gives you a sense of the book is about and it’s 

storyline.     So now we’re going to start our journey through.  It starts in the top right corner of the diagram.  

We are going to read 2 Kings 24:8-17 and then read the first three verses of Ezekiel.  (Page 294).     

 
2 Kings 24:8-17  (ESV)   

8 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he reigned three months in 
Jerusalem. His mother's name was Nehushta the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem. 9 And he did 
what was evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father had done. 

10 At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up to Jerusalem, and the 
city was besieged. 11 And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to the city while his servants 
were besieging it, 12 and Jehoiachin the king of Judah gave himself up to the king of Babylon, 



 

himself and his mother and his servants and his officials and his palace officials. The king of 
Babylon took him prisoner in the eighth year of his reign 13 and carried off all the treasures of the 
house of the LORD and the treasures of the king's house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold 
in the temple of the LORD, which Solomon king of Israel had made, as the LORD had foretold. 14 He 
carried away all Jerusalem and all the officials and all the mighty men of valor, 10,000 
captives, and all the craftsmen and the smiths. None remained, except the poorest people of the 
land. 15 And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon. The king's mother, the king's wives, his 
officials, and the chief men of the land he took into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon. 16 And 
the king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon all the men of valor, 7,000, and the craftsmen and 
the metal workers, 1,000, all of them strong and fit for war. 17 And the king of Babylon made 
Mattaniah, Jehoiachin's uncle, king in his place, and changed his name to Zedekiah. 

 

 This describes an event that occurred around 598 BC.  The Babylonians lay siege to Jerusalem, 

the capital city of the Israelites.  It contained the glorious temple built by Solomon. The Babylonian’s 

capture the city.  The image we get is the city surrendered more than it held out.  In fact, the king, 

Jehoichin, gives himself up to the Babylonians.  Notice the Babylonians do not destroy the temple or the 

city or the walls. That is still coming in 586 BC when the city rebels again.   

 But here the city surrenders and the Babylonians loot the temple and the king’s treasure house.  

They also take thousands of the leading citizens to Babylon.  They did this to make these work for the 

betterment of the empire.  It would also lessen the likelihood of future rebellion if so citizens were gone.  

Ezekiel was among these deportees.  So he is forcibly removed to Babylon along with the king, his family 

and entourage.  This is a time of national humiliation, defeat and shame.  Now, Ezekiel lives in a foreign 

land among other exiles.  Maybe he wonders how God could have allowed all this to happen to him.  Now 

let’s look at the first three verses of Ezekiel.  (Page 588).   

Ezekiel 1 (ESV)  

1 In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of the month, as I was among the exiles 
by the Chebar canal, the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God. 2 On the fifth day of the 
month (it was the fifth year of the exile of King Jehoiachin), 3 the word of the LORD came to 
Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the Chebar canal, and the hand 
of the LORD was upon him there. 

This short introduction gives us key reference points for the whole book.  Verse 1 is told from Ezekiel’s 

perspective.  He says, “I was among the exiles.”  Then he tells us when this happens.  – In the thirtieth 

year, in the fourth month on the fifth day.  But the thirtieth year of what?  I think the strongest argument 

is that this is the thirtieth year of Ezekiel’s life.  He is now 30 years old.  Notice on the drawing, if you look 



 

to the left side of the title Ezekiel, you will see him see him sitting down with a little birthday cake beside 

him. That symbolizes his thirtieth year.  Now this is significant because it seems that 30 was the age 

when a priest could begin their ministry.  In Numbers 4:30, the Israelites would commission priests 

between the ages of 30-50.   

In verse 3, we find out that Ezekiel was in fact a priest.  So think about his own life for a moment.  He 

trained to be a priest.  He used to live in Jerusalem.  So he probably dreamed of serving as a priest in 

the temple.  Yet he gets forcibly removed.  Now he’s not by the temple but by the Chebar canal.  This 

was irrigation canal from the Tigris and Euphrates river system.  It was outside of the main city of Babylon 

likely in a region designated for the Jewish exiles.   

Yet the verse ends with this dramatic intervention from God.  “The heavens were opened and I saw 

visions of God.”  Though Ezekiel was not in Jerusalem and not at the temple, God still had priestly work 

for him to do.  We will see several of these visions from God throughout the book.   

But then we come verses 2 and 3.  The perspective changes from Ezekiel’s personal account to a 

narrator.  So an editor to the Ezekiel collection came along and added these verses to bring further clarity.  

Notice they give us the name Ezekiel.  He doesn’t name himself in verse 1.  But the writer of verses 2 

and 3 does name him as Ezekiel, the priest the son of Buzi.  This author adds another critical time 

reference.   

In verse 2 he writes, “On the fifth day of the month (it was the fifth year of the exile of King Jehoiachin).  

Notice, that’s the same king that we read about in 2 Kings 24.   Did anyone notice how old he was? how 

long of a reign this guy had?  He was 18.  He reigned a measly 3 months.  The author of Second Kings 

tells us that he did evil in the eyes of the Lord.  Then he gave himself up.  So he was no hero.  He was 

no military conqueror.  He didn’t lead the nation back to the Lord.  There was nothing significant about 

his reign or about him.  Yet here in Ezekiel, the author writes about the fifth year of the exile of King 

Jehoiachin as if his reign was really important.  So why reference such an insignificant king?   

Well, though his reign was unimpressive, his lineage was not.  In fact, he descended from King David.  

In the 2 Kings 24 passage we’re told that the king of Babylon removed the king from David’s line and 



 

replaced him with his uncle who was not from David’s line.  So this is a doubly devastating reality for 

Israelites.  First, they have lost their capital city and their king was taken into captivity.  But second, the 

last king from the line of David has been removed.  What is God doing?  Didn’t God promise David that 

someone from his lineage would rule over the Israelites forever.   What is happening God?  Notice as 

well that this is the fifth year of the exile.   That means Ezekiel has already existed in this bleak and 

desolate situation for 5 years.  He has little to no hope of serving in the temple.  The last king from the 

line of David has been removed from the throne.  The temple has been looted and their nation humbled.  

What is God doing?   

Yet in verse 3, we see hope.  “The word of the Lord came to Ezekiel. . .  The hand of the Lord was 

upon him there.”  God visited his prophet in exile.  God has a message for his people even while they 

lived in bleak circumstances.  When life looks blah or bleak, God is still at His work.  We need to 

remind one another of this when we go through such times.  God has not forgotten about us. God is not 

on vacation.  God is not too busy with other problems to remember us.  God has not encountered some 

obstacle that has derailed His plans.  God is still at His good work for the world and for our lives.  

John 5:17 is a verse that speaks to god’s continuing work.  The religious leaders criticize Jesus for 

doing good work on the Sabbath.  Jesus responds by saying, “My Father is always at his work to this 

very day, and I too am working.”  So the Father does His good work even on the Sabbath.  God continues 

His good work even when life seems bleak.   

Since we live in a society where we expect instantaneous answers to any question or concern, we 

expect God to do his work the same way.   When life seems bleak we want to ask the internet what God 

is up to.  We expect God to explain Himself every day.  And if He doesn’t we complain that God is not 

doing anything.  Yes, it can be frustrating when we don’t see progress or things don’t change at the speed 

we want or our prayers still remain unanswered.   

Yet God often has work to do in us before He does the work we want Him to do.  Think about the 

Joseph account in Genesis 37-50.  God would use Joseph to save his family from starvation by bringing 

them down to Egypt.  In fact, God gave Joseph some dreams that foreshadowed this when he was 17.  



 

But he was way too immature to lead this.  He was actually an arrogant jerk who needed some major 

character growth.  So he endured 13 years of slavery in Egypt before God raised him up at the age of 

30.   Joseph must have had serious questions through those 13 years.  He must have wondered what 

those crazy dreams were all about.  Yet during that time, God was with him.  God tested him and 

strengthened until the time came to save not only his family but Egypt.  Ezekiel is training to be a priest 

and start his ministry in the temple at age 30.  But at 25 he gets deported to Babylon and lives 5 long 

years with no ministry commission. 

You and I, friends, might go for years without an answer to a particular situation.  If that happens, 

God is not doing us an injustice.  God is not being cruel.  He is at His work in us, on the situation.  He will 

reveal what we need to know when it’s the right time.   

So how do we keep going when life seems blah and bleak?  Keep trusting in and waiting on the 

Lord.   Don’t judge things only based on what you can see.  Remember God is always at His work.  He 

is always accomplishing His purposes and working things out according to His timing and ways.  So we 

wait on him.  But waiting requires action.  Draw near to the Lord in times of bleakness and waiting.   Ps. 

27:4 – One thing I have asked of the Lord, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 

all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple.  Ps. 27:11 – Teach 

me your way, (learning) O Lord, and lead me on a level path (wisdom) because of my enemies.  Ps. 

27:14 – Wait for the Lord; be strong and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!   

Ezekiel had already lived in this situation for 5 years before the Lord delivered these visions and 

commission to him.   So each day of those 5 years played a role in the preparation for this time.  Keep 

focused on living as God’s image bearer in your current situation.  We are called to be God’s image 

bearers in whatever situation in which we find ourselves.  It means to reflect His image, His values, His 

character.  Continue to represent Him, Honour Him.  Bring His light into the darkness around us. 

We don’t sit back and wait for God to make everything comfortable or normal for us before we can 

do anything.  We focus on bearing God’s image, being His servant wherever we are.  We do this with 

basic Christian practices.  



 

Cultivate a daily walk with God.  Time for prayer; Time to intake His word; time to reflect on His Word; 

pray about it; act on it.  Engage in a Christian community – we need one another to keep going; to keep 

trusting; to keep focused on living as God’s image bearers in our current situations.   Whatever you do, 

do it to the glory of God by the Spirit of God.    Colossians 3:17 – “And whatever you do, in word or deed, 

do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”  Ephesians 

5:18 – And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit.”   Caring for 

your young children; doing laundry; fulfilling your job responsibilities; investing in your marriage; making 

time for a get together with a friend; cooking a meal for someone; Doing your studies; Working at your 

summer job; Bearing witness to Christ when you have opportunity.  All this is part of living as God’s image 

bearer wherever He has you in life.   

Even in bleak or blah situations, God is still working.  So keep trusting and keep focused as an image 

bearer by the power of the Holy Spirit.  When He decides to show us the next step or answer the prayer 

or open the door, He will do so.  Maybe you thought that you could do whatever you want in life.  Maybe 

you believed that you could accomplish all your dreams with some determination and hard work.  Yet 

today, you are not where you thought you’d be.  Your life has not turned out like you thought.  Things 

may look blah or bleak.   

But God sees you.  God cares for you.  God loved you enough to send His Son to die for you.  He 

came to rescue us from the impossible life pursuit of self-justification.  By that I mean, the pursuit where 

we live life to justify our actions, worth and purpose solely based on what we accomplish.  Yet there are 

so many variables that can wreak havoc with this pursuit.  God comes along and says “you don’t have to 

justify yourself.  I provided my Son to provide you with justification.  When you come to me, you receive 

forgiveness, grace and are raised from spiritual death to life.  I will empower you to accomplish My good 

purpose for you.”  You can put the trust of your life onto Jesus and His life and death, by praying, “Lord 

God, I need you.  I turn from my old life apart from you. I put the trust of my life upon Christ.”   God will 

save you and empower you to begin the journey of learning to live in a God glorifying way.   



 

James 1:5 – If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, 

and it will be given to him.  If you are already a Christian Pray – God, what are you doing in this situation 

because I don’t know what to pray.   Please give me wisdom about what I need to pray.    

  


