
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of 
the week, Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary went to look at the tomb. There was a 
violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord 
came down from heaven and, going to the 
tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 

Matthew 28:1–10 (NIV)



3 His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards 
were so afraid of him that they shook and 

became like dead men. 5 The angel said to the 
women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you 

are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 

Matthew 28:1–10 (NIV)



6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come 
and see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly 
and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead 
and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you 

will see him.’ Now I have told you.” 8 So the 
women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet 

filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 

Matthew 28:1–10 (NIV)



9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. 
They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped 
him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. 

Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there 
they will see me.” 

Matthew 28:1–10 (NIV)



Happy Easter!







11Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we 
try to persuade others. What we are is plain to God, 
and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 12 We 
are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, 

but are giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, 
so that you can answer those who take pride in what 

is seen rather than in what is in the heart.

2 Corinthians 5:11–18 (NIV)



13 If we are “out of our mind,” as some say, it is for 
God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14 For 

Christ’s love compels us, because we are 
convinced that one died for all, and therefore all 
died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live 

should no longer live for themselves but for him 
who died for them and was raised again. 

2 Corinthians 5:11–18 (NIV)



17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation 
has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All 

this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ.

2 Corinthians 5:11–18 (NIV)



YEAR  - # of Christians
40 AD – 1,000

100 AD – 7,500 
150 AD – 40,000 

250 AD – 1.2 million 
300 AD – 6.3 million

The Rise of Christianity in Roman Empire

The Rise of Christianity: How the Obscure, Marginal Jesus Movement Became the Dominant Religious Force in the Western 

World in a Few Centuries (New York: Harper One, 1996) by Rodney Stark
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New creation is not just a one time 

change, it is a lifetime of change



the lifelong work of maturing communities and 
individuals in an ever-growing relationship 

with God spanning every area of life.

what is spiritual formation? 

A Guide To Christian Spiritual Formation, Evan B. Howard



New Creation is impossible 

without spiritual formation



Naomi Stephen



Communion Discussion

1. Which area(s) in your life need(s) to be resurrected?

2. What will you do (starting today) to begin living as, 
or, to intentionally grow as a new creation in Christ?
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