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Today we heard about Saul, on his way to persecute Christians, experiencing a 

light from heaven that made him drop to the ground. A voice from heaven then 

accuses him of persecuting God’s people. He is struck blind and taken to the 

home of one of the very people Saul was persecuting. Saul’s life is turned around, 

his name is changed to Paul, and he begins his work for God. 

 

Then we heard about Jesus appearing to the disciples at the seashore and sharing 

breakfast with them. He patiently reminds them again that they have been called 

to go out and help God’s people, not hide away fishing. 

 

Paul and the disciples took quite a bit of convincing to get out there and further 

the kingdom of God, didn’t they? Being a follower of Christ is not always easy. 

And there is always work to do.  

 

This past week was National Volunteer week here in Canada. It is said that: The 

Economic Contribution of Volunteers is that by the latest statistics, volunteers add 

over two billion hours to Canada’s work effort. This volunteer contribution is 

valued at $55.9 billion -equivalent to 2.6 per cent of GDP. If volunteering were an 

industry, it would employ nearly as many people as those currently working in 

education. 

 

Canadians volunteer and donate because they want to make a positive 

contribution to the community. Charitable activities can improve the life 

satisfaction of volunteers and may improve their health. 

 

Here in the church, we survive because of the work of volunteers. Let’s walk 

through what it takes just for us to be able to meet here in St James today. 

 

During the week, I pick hymns for us to sing and then call Carolyn and let her 

know what they are. Now, Carolyn and I are paid for our work. But Carolyn takes 

those hymns and teaches them to our choir, made up completely of volunteers  
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including Dave, Mary, Arlene, Rosemary, Kathy, Michelle, Richard, Moe on flute, 

and others.  

 

I then send the list of hymns to Tina, another paid employee, who adds them to 

the PowerPoint. She also adds the readings. She then has to line up more 

volunteers. She finds people to read the scriptures. Today we have Arlene. Tina 

then finds a person to compile and pray the Prayers of the People. Today, we 

have Joan.  

 

Tina moves on to lining up greeters to welcome everyone as we arrive at church, 

to collect the offering and guide us for receiving Holy Communion. Today, we 

have Shirley and Liz.  

 

We are blessed to be able to have our services livestreamed on Facebook and 

recorded to be later streamed on YouTube. Today, Dave has volunteered for that 

ministry. 

 

Liz assists me today distributing Holy Communion. Sheri and Maria work the 

projector to offer the service on PowerPoint. Jeff volunteers as crucifer. 

 

Ivan arrives early every Sunday morning to make sure the heat is turned up, so we 

don’t have to sit in a cold church.  

 

The altar guild comes in on Saturday to set up for communion, making sure we 

have bread and wine, and that the altar is properly set. They also ensure the 

candles have oil and receive the flowers to place behind the altar. They change 

the hangings to match the church seasons and decorate for the special occasions. 

They have done a beautiful job on the tomb, haven’t they? This team includes 

Arlene, Joan, Wanda, Brenda, Jan, Barbra, Irene, Andrea, Marlene, and Dianne. 

 

Another Irene, our only other paid person in the parish, makes sure we have a 

clean space to worship and clean washrooms in case the need arises. 
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We can’t yet gather after worship for coffee hour but that too requires a host of 

volunteers to set up and take down. 

 

As you arrived here today, hopefully you took time to notice our beautiful 

grounds. That requires a virtual army to keep looking so glorious. Ivan, Rosemary, 

Kathy, Jeff, Bill, Moe and others prune, trim, clean, plant and more. 

 

In order to be a church, we require at least two wardens who are the corporation 

of St James. They oversee the business of the church from getting contracts 

signed with people who rent the hall or the rectory, to dealing with personnel and 

multitudes of other tasks. We are blessed to have Joan and Vanni taking those 

ministries this year. They are supported by our parish council who aid in running 

this church. This year we have Irene, Ivan, Mary, Mary, Liz, John, and Sheri 

volunteering their gifts on council. John also volunteers as our Parish Treasurer. 

Sheri also volunteers as Envelope Secretary and Licensed Lay Reader. 

 

Arlene chairs the ACW and Dave the Men’s group who outside of the pandemic 

would be very active.  

 

I think we are beginning to realize how many people it takes to make this Sunday 

worship happen. I haven’t even mentioned the many people who hold this parish 

up in prayer each week. I count more than 30 different people volunteering to 

make today possible. Some are even doing multiple jobs. And some, I have 

missed. 

 

Jesus asks, “Do you love me?” If so, help feed my sheep. Help spread the love of 

God. One way to do this is to make it possible to worship together in this beautiful 

building in one of the many ways you have heard about today. Each of us has 

something to offer. Ask God to show you how to do your part. Volunteer today in 

a ministry of God. 

 

Thank you each and every person for doing your part. God bless you.  


