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Welcome & Introduction 

A man called Bob Jones got very sick and died and went to heaven. He saw himself in a large 

queue outside the pearly gates. Jesus was interviewing people to see if they could enter heaven. 
Bob Jones heard Jesus ask the first person: “Did you learn to love?” When they said “Yes” they 
entered heaven. Bob Jones noticed that Jesus asked each person the same question: “Did you learn 
to love?” Just the one question! When Bob Jones faced Jesus, Jesus said to him: “Bob, it is not yet 

your time to come to heaven. I am sending you back to earth to learn to love.” When Bob Jones 
came back to life in his hospital bed he knew what his mission on earth was. He spent the rest of his 
life learning to love Jesus and to love people. 
 

Today Jesus asks Peter: “Do you love me?” I think he asks us all the same question. I think I have a 
long way to go. I need to keep learning how much Jesus loves me. Then I will also learn to love 
Jesus. Come Holy Spirit and every day renew my love for Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

Songs 

 Happy Day  CCLI#847027 

 Crown Him Majesty  CCLI#6463818 

 

 

Bible Reading 

John 21:1-19 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vlWPGWfIvwU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BIYLXJ1Qxa8
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Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: 
2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of 
Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, 
and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they 

caught nothing. 4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that 
it was Jesus. 5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they answered. 6 He 
said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they 

were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 7 Then the disciple whom Jesus 
loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he 
wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8 The 
other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, 

about a hundred yards. 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, 
and some bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So Simon 
Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but 
even with so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of 

the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the 
bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus 
appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 15 When they had finished eating, 
Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he 

said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of 
John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care 
of my sheep.” 17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt 

because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you 
know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger 
you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your 
hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 19 Jesus said 

this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow 
me!” 
 
 

 

Message 

I could speak about fishing today, but I know nothing about it, so I won’t!                       
I could speak about cooking today, but I can’t cook, so I won’t.                              
I could speak about love today, but, like Bob Jones, I’m learning it, so I will. 
 

In today’s Gospel Jesus asks Peter three times: do you love me? And three times Peter answers: I 
love you. It is not easy for a man or a woman to ask: do you love me? What if the person says – I 
don’t love you? That would be devastating. Love is always a risk. In fact, nothing is harder than 

love. We need love to survive, and yet we always fear we may lose love. If it is hard to ask: do 
you love me? It is even harder for many of us to say: I love you! In today’s Gospel we see the risk 
of love at work. Jesus asks Peter: Do you love me. Peter answers Jesus: I love you. (Affection in 
Vietnam) 

 
We may not realise that whereas English has one main word love, Greek has three main words for 
love. Jesus and Peter use different words for love. Jesus twice asks Peter:  Do you love me with 
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agape love/totally committed love? Peter is afraid to say he loves Jesus with totally committed 

love. So he says: I love you with filia love, friendship love, affectionate love. Peter recognises 
how fickle his love is. He has denied Jesus three times. He has let Jesus down many more times. He is 
honest enough to admit he can’t guarantee totally committed love to Jesus, but he is prepared to be 
his affectionate friend. Jesus accepts this. The third time Jesus asks: do you love me? He changes 

the word from apape/committed love, to filia/friendship love. Jesus knows that though Peter 
starts with friendship love, one days he will grow into commitment love. Love is not magic. Love is 
something we grow into. As the Holy Spirit pours more of the love of Jesus into us, we will grow into 

pouring out more of this committed love to Jesus and to one another.  
 
There is another nuance we notice in Jesus’ first question. Do you love me more than these? Who 
or what are these? It could be fishing. Peter has gone back to his old trade. Does he love his old 

trade more than he loves Jesus? These could also be his old fishing mates. Just as in marriage we 
are called to leave our father and mother and be committed to our spouse, so in discipleship we 
are called to leave our old buddies, and love Jesus more than them. Can we really say that Jesus is 
our first love?   

 
So what is love? Love is not without feeling, but love is so much more than feeling. Love is what Jesus 
shows for us on the cross. All true love comes from Jesus. The more we focus on the love Jesus has 
for us, the more we will learn to love. We love because God first loved us. The more we welcome 

the love of God into our hearts each day, the more we will learn to love. Come HS, pour the love of 
Jesus into our hearts every day. 
 

1.LOVE IS SHOWN IN AFFECTION. Peter loved Jesus so much. He was an affectionate friend to 
Jesus. He let Jesus down but he was a loving, affectionate friend to Jesus. Jesus wants us to be his 
best friends. He wants us to eat with him, and talk with him, and rejoice with him. Jesus wants us to 
be best friends with him. Jesus wants us not to be afraid to say: I love you, Jesus. O, how I love 

Jesus, because he first loved me. I’m not good at saying: I love Jesus. Maybe you aren’t either. 
Maybe we need to learn to love Jesus. I don’t get very emotional about Jesus. Maybe you don’t 
either. Maybe it’s time to learn to show some emotional love to Jesus.  
 

2.LOVE IS SHOWN IN SERVING JESUS. Maybe we are more comfortable with serving Jesus! We 
may not be emotional, but we know how to role up our sleeves and serve. What does this serving 
mean? Jesus says what it means for Peter. Feed my lambs… shepherd my sheep…feed my 
sheep. I think this is a good guide for any of us. Take care of the children and the new Christians, 

and help them to learn the love of Jesus and to learn to love Jesus in return. Feed the more mature 
Christians and encourage them to keep growing in faith and love, and in passing on the love of 
Jesus. Take care of the whole flock of Jesus, and make sure that none stray away and are lost. I 
think this is a good plan for any church. And if you have been negligent in such pastoral care, Jesus 

calls you back into it today, just as he reinstated Peter into his pastoral call. 
 
3.LOVE IS SHOWN IN FOLLOWING JESUS. The call to follow Jesus is not a one off call. Jesus has 

called Peter to follow him a few times before this day. Now he calls him to follow me two more 
times. Pastoral care is to keep on calling people to follow Jesus. We all easily stray away. The 
Good Shepherd follows up the straying sheep. Sometimes the way ahead can be very hard. There 
can be persecution. There might even be death as Jesus says there will be for Peter. So Jesus keeps 

on calling us to follow him. Love is shown as we follow Jesus. 
 
4.LOVE IS SHOWN IN MARTYRDOM FOR JESUS. Peter faithfully loved and followed Jesus and 
spread his love until he was finally crucified, like the Saviour who loved Peter and was crucified for 
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him. So Jesus says to you today: Do you love me? As my friend, my servant, my follower, even as 

my Martyr?            
Lord Jesus, help me to learn to love you and others. Amen.     
  
 

Song 

 Living Hope CCLI#7106807 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Dear Lord, we thank you that you do not give up on us. We have let you down so often. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. We have been 

very busy doing our own things. We have been slack in doing what you have called us to do. We 
have fed ourselves. We have too often not fed others. Have mercy upon us and forgive us, for 
Christ’s sake. Amen.  
 

The Lord Jesus has never stopped loving you. He went all the way to the cross in love, to forgive 
you, and to the resurrection to give you a new life and a new start.    Because of what Jesus has 
done for you, and by his command: I forgive you all your sins.     Go in peace and freedom to love 
and serve the Lord. Amen.  

 
 

Prayers  

Prayer points to ponder: 

o Thank you Jesus for showing us real, unconditional and sacrificial love.  You gave up your life 

for us so we could be free and forgiven in our life on this earth and so we can look forward to 

an eternal life in heaven.  Help us to learn to love you more and more each day and to show 

that love to others in our lives so we can serve others better and follow you more.   

o We ask for your continued wisdom and guidance on our Call process, for our Call Committee 

and for the Pastor you are preparing to call to Our Saviour.   

o We lift our Board for Ministry, our staff and volunteers who are picking up extra 

responsibilities in our Pastoral absence.  Bless the work they are doing and provide them with 

your guidance and the assurance of your constant presence.    

o We pray for your comfort, help and healing to those suffering or those who may be feeling 

isolated from others.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9f2FXxDVO6w
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o Be with those struggling with loneliness, depression, sadness, financial or health concerns. We 

pray especially for people in our own community. Remind them of your unfailing love and care 

for them and prompt each of us to reach out to those who need our support and friendship. 
 

The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

Apostles' Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried.  He descended into hell, the 
third day He rose again from the dead, He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of 

God, the Father Almighty, from there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favour, and give you peace. Amen. 

 

Song 

Endless Light  CCLI#6177300 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87pHDziXA_Q
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