
Right thinking leads to right living. 
What begins in the heavenliness ends up in the home

"in Christ" "through Christ" "with Christ" repeated throughout
Association has its privileges: "blessed us with every spiritual blessing"

Chosen, Adopted, Free, Forgiven
We get God and we get his involvement in our lives

God is not predetermining who will believe in Christ, but predetermining what will
become of those who are in Christ. (v12,13, John 3:16)

Sermon Notes, May 1, 2022 
Text: Ephesians 1:1-14

Introduction
"I'm not the person I used to be." We've all experienced this sentiment. Whether its looking
back on things we would have done differently if we knew then what we know now, or
simply the process of maturing, we're not the same person we used to be and as a result we
do things differently than we used to do them. It's true in life and its true in our spiritual walk.
Over the next 9 weeks, as we study through Ephesians we'll see that  we've been MADE
NEW in Jesus, and the result of this new life in Christ is new ways of living.

Introduction to Ephesians: From the Apostle Paul, in prison (63 AD) to "faithful followers of
Jesus Christ." A letter circulated through the churches, a masterclass in Paul's theology.

Written symmetrically, chapters 1-3 focused on theology, chapters 4-6 on ethics.

1) You Are Part of a Bigger Story 

2) God Has a WIll and a Plan 
God's plan: Jesus Over Everything: Everything, everywhere under the authority of Christ. 

A) God's Sovereign Will (The works of God) - Romans 12:1 

B) God's Moral Will (The ways of God) - Deut. 11:22, Psalm 86:11, 2 Timothy 3:16,17

C) God's Directive Will (Our walk) - Proverbs 3:6

3) When You're in God's Will, You're in God's Will -  A promised inheritance secured with
the Holy Spirit's indwelling.

 

MADE NEW: "New Life...in Christ!" - Week 1 - Pastor Jeremy Bates

MADE NEW
E P H E S I A N S  A  S T U D Y  I N



Life Group Discussion
Warm-Up: 
"If I knew then what I know now, I would have done it differently." What's one thing you look
back on in life that you'd do differently as a result of being a different person now than you
were at the time?
 
Study & Discussion:

1) What resonated with you from the sermon? What challenged or surprised you? What
questions do you have? 

Read Ephesians 1:1-14

2) Paul opens Ephesians with the picture of God as a loving Father, setting up in advance
his plan to ensure humanity's connection with him. How does this passage
shape/challenge/inform your view of God?

 “Paul identifies God’s aim as ensuring that humanity is in relationship with him and shows
how God acts in the person of Jesus to accomplish this, connecting humanity with him
forever.” Luciano Lombardi, "A New Humanity"

Read Romans 12:1, Deuteronomy 11:22, Psalm 86:11, 2 Timothy 3:16,17, Proverbs 3:6,
Psalm 37:4 

3) Although God's will isn't segmented, how might it be helpful to view it in the three aspects
of Sovereign will, Moral will and Directive will?  
 

4) Discuss Paul Tripp's assertion: "Many people seeking guidance don’t actually need
guidance, what they need is to faithfully obey what God has already revealed in his word.” 

Prayer: 
God's will and plan is "Jesus Over Everything", everything in heaven and on earth.
As a group share any requests you have and pray that the authority of Jesus be
extended and revealed in that area. Thank God for every eternal blessing he has
given you: chosen, adopted, free, forgiven - God's presence and invovlement in your
life. 


