Good Shepherds!
Series on I Peter #11
I Peter 5:1- 4

Peter has been preparing a scattered group of persecuted believers for more trials to come. We have both hope and help in God’s eternal family. Now, in chapter five, he reveals a powerful source of encouragement and support – Pastors & Elders! 

I. The Role of the Pastor/Elder:    

A. “Fellow” Elder (v.1) -

· Understand _______ absolute ____________

· Comprehend _______ absolute ___________

B. Shepherd (v.2) -

C. Overseer (Acts 20:28) -

II. The Right Motivation:

A. Duty vs. Desire (v.2) -

B. Greed vs. Giving (v.2) -

C. Arrogant vs. Exemplary (v.3) -  

III.  The Reward of the Savior:

A. Chief Shepherd Returns! (v.4) - 

B. Crown of Grace Bestowed! (v.4) -

C. All of Eternity Impacted! (v.4) -

God has placed leaders/shepherds in our body to guide, guard and care for the flock! These leaders must always acknowledge their absolute dependence on God’s Spirit, and we must continually lift them in prayer for wisdom and protection as we walk this path together!
Going Deeper:

1. Can you think of someone who came alongside you in a time of great testing or struggle? If you can, what did they do to ease your burden?        

2. Peter refers to the Elders as shepherds. What are some of the qualities that come to mind when you think of a shepherd? 

3. Can you see why Peter was so clear as to what the motivation of an Elder (v.2) must be? What are some of the wrong motivations for spiritual leaders? 

4. Last week we saw that there is a false concept of the Christian life in which those that come to Christ will always be protected from trials and rewarded with incredible blessings. Can you see why Peter warns potential Elders not to be motivated by greed?

5. When you think of an Elder, what things come to your mind? What would you consider to be the primary elements to such a calling? 

6. Personal: How do you feel knowing that there is an Elder who regularly prays for you and is there if you should need counsel or encouragement?      
   
Questions for Our Kids: 
 
1. Do you know who some, or all, of the Elders are in our church family? If you don’t, can you ask your Mom and Dad to tell you who they are?

2. The Bible says that Pastors/Elders are like shep-herds that watch over us. What does an actual shepherd do for his sheep?

3. Can you write a note to an Elder to thank him for what he does and for how he takes care of the people in our church? Do you think this would make him happy? 
