
 
 

May 1, 2022   ~   “Peace Pusued”   ~   Ephesians 2:11-22 
 

OPEN 

 
Have you ever thought about the popularity of the police pursuit?  A BBC 
article, “Why America loves a police car chase” seeks to explain. 

 
"It's a cultural phenomenon. We can't take our eyes of this immoral behaviour!" 
says Dan Neil, automotive columnist at the Wall Street Journal…Live TV police 
pursuits had a big following even before the OJ Simpson chase in June 1994 
brought the phenomenon to global attention…“The essential appeal is voyeurism,” 
says Dan Neil.  "We love the opportunity to pull up a chair and watch the troubles of 
someone else from a safe distance. And the car chase couldn't be more perfect 
theatre…The view from the helicopter is godlike. It is very seductive to look down 
on the fatalistic beings below and forget there are people involved.” 

 
But today we not talking the pursuit of a criminal…rather we are considering 
peace pursued.  This wraps up our three part series “Peace To You”.  This 
expression is what Jesus communicated to His followers who first witnessed 
His resurrection.  Their first response was fear!  It is good to linger over the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ, as we celebrate at Easter each year.  First, we 
looked at peace proclaimed, then peace purchased. 
 
 

DIG 

 
What does it mean to pursue peace, especially in a world where there is so 
much conflict?  If you were to examine the history of the western world, 
especially in Europe, you would observe a tragic formula.   

 
INSTITUTIONALIZED RELIGION   +   POLITICAL POWER   =   WAR 

 
However, if peace is part of who God is as Jehovah Shalom (Judges 6:24), 
then His people should reflect peace.  There is hope!  Having secured the 
possibility of peace with God, Jesus has also provided for relational peace 
between the followers of God. 

Read Ephesians 2:11-22.  Foundational to this passage is that God brought 
glory to Himself by breaking down the barrier between Jews and Gentiles.  
Note verses 11-18. 
 

• Jesus’ death solved the laws of exclusion – v. 15 
 

• Jesus’ death provides a basis for reconciliation – v. 16 
 

• Jesus’ death gives us access to the Father – v. 18 
 
We need to appreciate what a gap existed – culturally, racially, morally – 
between Jew and Gentile.  This deep rift was bridged by the gift of forgiveness 
in Christ.  God’s peace in the heart of His followers must translate into peace 
interpersonally among His followers.  God is not just about saving individuals, 
but a people for Himself. 
 
In today’s text Paul employed three word-pictures to highlight the pursuit of 
peace, or true Christian unity.  By getting a grasp on these truths, we will be 
helped toward greater peace. 
 
 
[1]  We are citizens of the same country  -  v. 19a 
 
In this first word picture Paul suggests that believers are, in Christ, just like 
“fellow-citizens”.  This term is literally, “together politic”.  This suggests an 
equal participation and a shared responsibility among all followers of Jesus.   
 
This is in profound contrast!  Once, we were “strangers” (“foreigners” to God’s 
Kingdom.  Life outside of God’s Kingdom is like being an “alien” (“sojourner”).  
Through Jesus Christ, we come to live in God’s peace and people. 
 
 
[2]  We are members of the same family  -  v. 19b 
 
Family is a word that we often toss around a local congregation without much 
thought.  And we often really do mean something bigger than just the “nuclear 
family”.  It is also in verse 19 that Paul identifies believers as those who have 
been brought into a “family” or new household of God.   
 
This term comes from the same root as “building”.  It refers to an extended 
family or household.  There was a fuller significance to this than just a nuclear 
family.  In the 1st Century this term included who resided in, served, or were 
supported by the estate. 
 
This term wonderfully describes what it means to be part of the larger family of 
God.  We are part of God’s global family – despite distance, language, or 
culture.   
  
 

https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-31387485


 
[3]  We are stones in the same structure  -  vv. 20-22 
 
The Church as a “building” rests on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets (v.10). 
 
In I Corinthians 3:10-11 Paul described himself as an architect building on the 
foundation or cornerstone (also capstone) which is Jesus.   As the 
cornerstone Jesus is the One “in whom” the entire building has its form around 
which believers are “fitted together…growing”. 
 
What is interesting is that the term for “building” utilized the same root word as 
the term for “household”.  There is a strong image of “linkage”. 
 
Below is a picture of the Parthenon., on the ancient Acropolis in Athens, 
Greece.  In ancient architecture the stones were fitted and placed and linked 
together by metal ties (see inset). 
 
 

 
 
 
Rosswood is an unincorporated community of about 150 people about 40 KM 
north of Terrace, BC.  This is a picture of Rosswood Bible Chapel, taken in 
1984.  A faithful pastoral couple was there, living in just a log cabin, sharing 
the Gospel in Rosswood and north along the Nisga’a Highway.  
 
The summer this photo was taken I spend two weeks with the Paquette family 
and tried to be of help in the ministry.  Also pictured in the photo is their son 
Tim, who is now the director of Sunnybrae Bible Camp – we met and figured 
out this connection at the IMPACT conference this week.  What wonderful and 
interesting ways God links our lives together in the structure which is the 
Church! 

 

 

 
 
 
In verse 21 Paul explained that the Church grows into a “temple”.  This would 
have been familiar language for the Ephesians.  Their city housed the Temple 
of Artemis (Acts 19:23ff) one of seven ancient wonders of the world!  The 
Church becomes a “dwelling” of God.  Both Jews and Gentiles could 
conceive of deity dwelling in a temple.   But God is not dwelling in a temple of 
stones.  It is believers who are being “built together”! 
 
Stones are cut, rubbed, tested, fitted, and fastened to become a “dwelling of 
God in the Spirit”.  Peter picks upon this imagery in I Peter 2:5 when he 
describes Christians as “living stones…built into a spiritual house”.  How are 
you functioning as a “living stone”?  Are you fitting together and being built 
together into the kind of structure where God is honored and glorified?  
 
 

REFLECT 

 
A Global news headline this week read, World headed for 560 disasters a 
year by 2030, UN report warns.  This certainly seems unsettling but we have 
peace with God and the peace of God.  But there is a far greater disaster – 
when the Church fails to live at peace with one another.  Consider how 
polarizing the pandemic has been.  Yet what a wonderful opportunity we have 
had to live out the truth of Colossians 3:11! 
 
We, as believers in Christ are fitted together to form one integral structure.  As 
a result, our individual purpose is intertwined with the individual purpose of 
every other believer. 
 
Are you trying to bring glory to God in your life?  If so, you will of necessity be 
committed being fitting together in unity and peace with the family of God – 
according to the greatest common denominator:  new life in Jesus Christ! 
 

https://globalnews.ca/news/8786358/un-report-disasters-climate-change/amp/
https://globalnews.ca/news/8786358/un-report-disasters-climate-change/amp/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A11&version=ESV

