
 



Ministry Team 

   

  8831 Fairmount Drive SE, Calgary  T2H 0Z4 

             Facebook:  Lutheran Church of Our Saviour                                               

 Website:  www.oursaviourchurch.ca     Instagram:  lcos_youth 

Church Board 2021-2022 

Brent Anderson 

Lois Beuttenmiller 

Alfred Forbrich - Vice-Chair 

Kathy Gibson 

Beverly Marshall 

Dale Mass 

Iain McKay 

Bob Montgomery 

Shirley Moule—Secretary 

Nick Perchthaler - Chair  

Brian Prunkle  

Garry Mihaichuk - Past Chair 

Pastor             
Pastor Greg Smith 

403-464-8254 cell/text                                        

pastorgreg@oursaviourchurch.ca 

               

Office Administrator  
Judy McDonald   

825-438-7632 cell/text 

office2@oursaviourchurch.ca        

 

Church Media Director 
Mike Mihaichuk 

lcos.yyc.media@gmail.com 

 

Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 am—noon 

                              

Our Mission:  We are an inviting and growing Christian presence, with a passion for living and sharing Jesus Christ. 
 

Our Vision:  To be a Christ-centered community that Equips Disciples to Make Disciples. 
 

 

Brent 

Alfred 

Kathy 

             Brian 

          Nick 

        Carolyn 

  Debra Iain Beverly 

Lois 

Dale 

Church Board 2022-2023 

Brent Anderson  (Secretary) 

Carolyn Anderson 

Lois Beuttenmiller 

Alfred Forbrich  (Vice-Chair) 

Kathy Gibson 

Beverly Marshall 

Dale Mass 

Iain Mckay 

Nick Perchthaler  (Chair) 

Brian Prunkle 

Debra Starratt 

 

mailto:office2@oursaviourchurch.ca
mailto:lcos.yyc.media@gmail.com
http://www.oursaviourchurch.ca/


Pastor’s Message by Pastor Greg 

Adjusting Our Sails  

 

[This article was shared with the Board this month. I offer it as an article for the entire congregation as we 

corporately seek the Lord for the future.] 

 

"Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding" (Proverbs 3:5).  

 

Have you ever wanted to know the future? I certainly have. I believe there is a part of each of us that wishes to 

peel back the curtain and see what lies ahead. But, as Doris Day sang in the Hitchcock movie, The Man Who 

Knew Too Much,   

 

Qué sera, sera 

Whatever will be, will be 

The future's not ours to see 

Qué sera, sera 

 

 

God tends to work on a different timetable than our minds comprehend. God promised Abraham a son from his 

own body through his wife Sarah. It was at least 24 years before this promise was fulfilled in the manner in 

which God had promised. In the meantime, Abraham and Sarah had difficulty trusting God and tried their own 

methods to fulfill the promise (read about this in Genesis 15-17). We mortals want what we want and we want 

it now!  

 

It is difficult to trust in any plan that requires us to surrender the time for completion. The reason I believe we 

want to see the future is to have control of it. To let go of that control we have to trust in the goodness of the 

God who holds the future.  



Pastor’s Message (continued) 

 

In spite of what the future brings, we always have God's promise that what we go through is for our good 

(Romans 8:28, Hebrews 12:2, 2 Corinthians 4:17, James 1:2). We learn that letting go of the reigns of life and 

trusting God for our future brings peace of mind, hope, and strength for today. 

 

As I reflect on yesterday’s Easter Service and fellowship, I am reminded of how radically things have changed. I 

was starting to get comfortable “playing to the camera” without worshippers in the pews. Now, I have to be 

mindful of those online and in person. Also, in setting up confirmation, I have had to come into it with a “hybrid” 

ministry mindset.  So, Faith Formation will be offered in person and via zoom.   I am still coordinating with a 

family that wants to baptize their child, but privately and not in the larger church service environment. Crowds 

are still uncomfortable for many who still seek the ministry and services of the church.  

 

These are just a few of the changes among so many that I suspect will be taking place in the months and years 

to come.  

 

What will Sunday School (Kid’s/Teen’s Zone) look like? 

Will families be willing to bring kids to VBS? 

How do we do outreach with so many concerned about Covid? 

Will people be more comfortable in small group ministry settings? 

When will the need to gather outweigh the concern for safety? 

Will there be enough revenue to fund new ministry opportunities? 

How will “church” be done in the future? 

 

With all these questions (and certainly there are many more), it is important to first go to God for guidance. That 

is why this year’s theme for the Board Retreat is:  

 

We Cannot Direct The Winds, But We Can Adjust Our Sails! 

 

We are coming out of a time of survival.  It has been navigated quite well, thanks to your leadership. Now, we 

are entering a new phase: Setting Sail. But first we must chart a course. This includes pausing, listening to the 

Spirit, and stepping forward in faith and an openness to follow the wind wherever it might lead us. 

 

God is always at work through the Spirit. We can trust that, no matter what the future holds for us, God is 

already there. He’s paving the way; preparing us individually for His future in this life and the life to come. He is 

doing the same for LCOS. We don’t know the shape of what LCOS will be. We are called to trust God with the 

future, knowing that “whatever will be, will be.”  

 

Perhaps words attributed to King David will instruct us: 

 "Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the LORD God, my God, is with you. He  

will not fail you or forsake you. . ." (1 Chronicles 28:20). 

 

Sailing together into God’s future, 

Pastor Greg 



Faith Formation 

Confirmation Coming in June 

Faith Formation (the new confirmation program) will begin in June. Students will 

meet with Pastor Greg every 2nd and 4th Sunday following the 10:00 am worship 

service. Classes will conclude in October, with a service for the catechumens 

(confirmands) on Sunday, November 20.  



Board Report by Nick Perchthaler 

April has been an amazing month. We are starting to get back to normal. We have been getting over 70 people 

attending each week and for Easter we had 112 in attendance. That is the largest attendance we have seen 

since early March of 2020. We saw faces that we have not seen in over two years. That was very special. For the 

first time in three years the Board was able to host our Easter Brunch again. It was a highlight for the Board to 

be able to do this and I believe the members who attended welcomed the fellowship that we were able to enjoy 

again. Also, the Games group gathered twice in April with 25 people attending the April 19 event. It is so nice to 

see that we are getting back to some degree of normalcy even though the pandemic is not over yet. Also note, it 

will be our intent to start up with Hot Dog Sundays again in May. 

 

The Board originally planned to hold a Retreat on April 23. This was postponed to May 28. We want to look at 

our priorities for the remainder of this year and beyond. For the past two years we have been in survival mode 

during the pandemic. We know that we have lost a few members as a result of it and for other reasons. But now 

is the time for us to think about growing again. We need to look at stepping out of the box and do some things 

differently, while still maintaining our core values. The theme for our Retreat is “We can’t control the wind, but 

we can adjust our sails.”  Please contact any Board member with any ideas that you may have, so that we can 

ensure that these are a part of our discussion.   

 

Note that we will continue to offer a hybrid service. Besides the in church worship at 10:00 am each Sunday, 

the live stream and YouTube options as well as listening in at FM100.5 will continue.   

 

It is always so difficult to predict our financial situation as the giving patterns are not predictable. March turned 

out to be a lot better than we thought. Instead of having a year-to-date deficit of about $10,000 we finished the 

first quarter with a deficit of $4,072. While better, this is still not good and we have not started some of our 

higher budgeted items ie. hiring a Youth Minister. At this time, we expect April to finish with a deficit of about 

$2,000. As always, the Board will continue to monitor our financial situation and communicate our results every 

month. It is also worth noting that LCOS has been very generous with donations to the Ukrainian fund as 

SWARM (Southwest Area Refugee Mission) endeavours to support a family of five as they are working on their 

immigration requirements to get to Calgary. 

 

Volunteer work has picked up again as we are back to normal ushering, attending Games and serving coffee for 

fellowship. Thanks again to all the volunteers. 

 

If you require any assistance with operational issues, please contact Pastor Greg at 403-464-8254. 

 

The Board continues to work on behalf of the Congregation to ensure that LCOS is a safe place where we can 

grow according to our Mission “We are an inviting and growing Christian presence, with a passion for living and 

sharing Jesus Christ” and our Vision “To be a Christ-centered community that equips disciples to make 

disciples”.  If you have any questions or comments regarding Board activities, please feel free to contact Nick 

Perchthaler at nperchthaler@shaw.ca or via phone at 587-437-8511. 

 

As always, stay healthy and enjoy the Spring. It is almost time to get into the garden again. 

 

Nick Perchthaler 

Board Chair 
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Submitted by Cliff Blumhagen, Financial Secretary 

 If you wish to contribute to the church, the following are options for giving: 

 

Interac e-transfer: 

Donations are made to email address: donate@oursaviourchurch.ca. 

 

There is no service charge to the church for this giving method and generally there is no service charge to the giver.  

 

PAR Program Giving: 

The Pre-Authorized Remittance program (PAR) gives the option to give monthly directly from a bank or credit union 

account. 

 

There is a service charge of $0.50 per transaction to the church for this giving method and generally there is no additional 

service charge to the giver. 

 

If you sign up by May 01, your monthly donation would begin May 20. Please contact the Financial Secretary Cliff 

Blumhagen (403-936-0419 or blumhagencg@gmail.com) to get a PAR sign up form and with any questions. 

 

Cheque: 

You can mail, bring to a church service, or drop off a cheque at the church. 

 

There is no service charge to the church for this giving method and the usual service charge for writing a cheque will apply 

to the giver. 

 

Online Giving (via credit or debit card **): 

Donations are made via the following secure link: https://onrealm.org/LutheranChurchofOurSaviour/give/now. 

 

There is a service charge of $0.50 per transaction plus 2.3% of the amount given to the church for this giving method and 

generally there is no service charge to the giver. When giving there is an opportunity to give an additional amount to help 

defray the transaction fees to the church. 

**NOTE: to give via debit card, the card must have a CVV code (on the back of the card). This is like the code on the back 

of a credit card. ** 

 

Text Giving (via credit or debit card**): 

Donations are made by texting LCOSGive to 73256 followed by the donation amount. 

 

There is a service charge of $0.50 per transaction plus 2.3% of the amount given to the church for this giving method and 

generally there is no service charge to the giver. When giving there is an opportunity to give an additional amount to help 

defray the transaction fees to the church. In addition, standard text message and data rates may apply to the giver. 

**NOTE: to give via debit card, the card must have a CVV code (on the back of the card). This is like the code on the back 

of a credit card. ** 

 

NOTE: 

Giving via online and text will go to General giving. 

General giving and Designated giving can be done via Interac E-transfer and cheque. 
 

 

Together For Joy 

 

The annual stewardship program for 2022 is 'Together For Joy'.  

 

This program encourages us to share our treasure and invest in our mission as a church  

as a community of new songs, new ways of singing and new ways of being God’s church in God’s 

world. 

 

Thank you for all who give generously financially to the church and to those who have  

submitted a pledge for 2022. 

mailto:donate@oursaviourchurch.ca
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Vacation Bible School submitted by Jocelyn Smith 

 



Submitted by Pat Kaack 

 

This is a daily thought that many of us have whether it be in our sub consciousness, or conscious thoughts. 

We get worked up about the world events, work, studies, our daily routines, our health and much more. 

This reflection by Francis de Sales was given to 97 graduates from St. Joseph’s Hospital Toronto May 11, 1966. 

That was 56 years ago. I remember the day so vividly. For most of us students who lived in residence for 3 years 

and developed fond friendships we would probably never see each other again. I must say the 5 year reunions 

brought some of us together. 

 

Our Director of Nursing, Sr Mary Herbert, was a young and compassionate woman. She gave each student this 

reflection. When we had our 50th reunion in Toronto 6 years ago the organizers of our reunion surprised us with 

a special guest at our farewell brunch. It was our Director. She was wheeled into the room in a wheelchair. That 

was shocking for us all to see our director of 1966 at this stage in her life. She was beautiful. We still had our 

thoughts of her youthfulness. She was delighted to see us also. We also had aged gracefully, and we took turns 

greeting her. A special day for someone who years ago made sure we went out into the world filled with God’s 

spirit of compassionate love. 

 

When I was younger I didn’t pay much attention to this reflection, but over the years I came to value this 

keepsake. It means so much more to me now in the winter of my life. I would like to share it with you my fellow 

faithful friends. I hope it will give you renewed peace and reassurance in your daily walk with Our Precious Lord. 

 

Patricia Kaack 

 

Be At Peace Do Not Be Anxious 
 

Do not look forward to the changes and chances of this life in fear; rather look to them with full hope 

that, as they arise, God whose you are, will deliver you out of them. 

 

He has kept you up until now, but hold fast to His dear hand, and He will lead you safely through all 

things; and, when you cannot stand, He will hold you in His arms. 

 

Do not look forward to what will happen tomorrow; 

the same Everlasting Father who cares for you 

today will take care of you tomorrow, and every day. 

 

Either He will shield you from suffering, or He will 

give you unfailing strength to bear it. 

 

Be at PEACE, then, and put aside all anxious 

thoughts and imaginations.  

(Francis de Sales 1567-1622 Bishop of Geneva a 

defender of our Christian Faith) 

 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

everything, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving present your requests to God. And the 

PEACE of God, which transcends all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus”. Philippians 4: 6-7 

 



Hot Dog Sundays Submitted by Janice Hawkings 

 

YEAH!  HOT DOG SUNDAYS ARE BACK. 

  

About one year into Covid, I had a craving for our gourmet hot dogs. There have been a few of those over 
the last 26 months.  

We are back in business May 29th. I will be calling for volunteers for this May event.  

 

We do not presently have the groups 
that we used to have so I am going to 
do it differently this next year. Rather 
than have ready groups or 
spontaneous groups I am going to 
make up 7 teams of about 6 or 7 
individuals each. I will list the names 
of those who have helped before and 
are still around. If you are not able to 
do it you can let me know.  The plan 
is that each group will do it once a 
year as we have in the past. If you 
are slated for a Sunday that you 
cannot do, we will have the list to 
swap you with someone else that is 
able. I hope you are all willing to give 
this a try. 

 

I have not ever put the worship service volunteers (praise team members, tech people) on the list. 
However if any of you in this position would be able and willing to volunteer for the clean up part of the 
Hot Dog Sunday you can let me know. Sometimes we have others that can be there for the first part but 
have to leave before the clean up. 

 

We normally do not have hot dog Sundays at the end of June but I think we should this year. It is just so 
nice to be doing these normal things. Unless I hear otherwise I will plan on that.  

 

I will have the list available by the end of May. 

 

Janice Hawkings 



The Brenda Strafford Centre Pillow Drive 

Again this year LCOS has stepped up to help meet the needs of the Brenda Strafford Centre     

by donating 42 pillows, plus laundry detergent, diapers and wipes. The staff at the centre were 

overwhelmed. Thank you to all who participated in this very worthwhile campaign!!  

 



 

  
 

 

Some Special Birthdays We’d Like to Celebrate 

  

 

Welcome to Our Newest LCOS Members 

Lloyd 

Earlene 
Myrna 

Bonnie 

Bill 



Thank You! 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

  

Altar Flowers 

To the volunteers who helped make palm crosses for Palm Sunday. 

Beverly 

Karen 

Annabel 

Wilma Jane 

Earlene 

Helene 

Daisy 

If anyone would like to provide altar flowers for 

worship, either an arrangement in memory of a 

loved one or a special occasion, or to share a little 

floral beauty from your garden, kindly advise the 

office at office2@oursaviourchurch.ca. 



Unger Update 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

  

 

 

 



Unger Update (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

   



SWARM (South West Area Refugee Mission) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our SWARM members are very active with a number of refugee families.  

 

Two visits have been made to a wonderfully fun Afghan family. Dad, 

who was a lawyer in Kabul, Mom, who is a former  teacher and 

wanting to start a tailoring business, grandmother       and 5 adorable 

little boys ages 11-3. This family speaks English     well and is working 

hard to meet Canadians and find work in order    to be productive 

members of our country. If you would like to text,  call, or visit them 

contact Jaqui Anderson 403-453-4071. 

 

Afghan families continue to arrive in Calgary, all needing help.  

If you want to make connections call Jaqui Anderson 403-453-4071 

Donations specifically for Afghan families can be made: 

The Afghan warehouse for all items. It is in a family’s home. 324-111 Tarawood Lane NE 

587-890-8829 

Mansoor is the name of the man organizing this 

 WINS (Women In Need Society) 

i. any location will take donations, but specifically marked Afghan donations should go to Donation Centre 

(#137 - 7007 54th St SE)  

ii. furniture can be dropped off at these locations: Dover (3525-26 Ave SE) and MacLeod (#32, 180-94 

Ave SE) or the Donation Centre (#137 - 7007 54th St SE)  

iii. other items can be dropped off at any WINS location (Bowness, Beltline, Fisher Park and Richmond) 

***Note that the warehouse for The Centre For Newcomers is closed for a short time while that organization 

moves office locations.  

 

 

 

Ukrainian Refugees 

We continue to use Whatsapp to be in contact with a specific       

Ukrainian family who SWARM hopes to host. They have completed     

their security checks and are waiting for visas to travel to Calgary.  

 

 

 



SWARM (South West Area Refugee Mission) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Several churches in Calgary are holding meetings to assist The Centre For Newcomers Calgary(CFN) and Calgary 

Catholic Immigration Services (CCIS) to prepare for the wave of Ukrainian refugees soon to arrive.  

If you are able to hold on to items to be donated for Ukrainian families please do that as we simply do not have 

storage or an arrival date. SWARM members are organizing a Google Drive folder to catalogue donations.  If you 

have specific items you want registered, most preferably with photos, please contact calgaryswarm@gmail.com. 

**Attention Ray and Tania Patterson  

 

*A great place to get information on how to lend support or make in-kind donations now is to contact the 

Ukrainian Canadian Congress Calgary Branch at 

https://www.calgaryucc.ca/help-ukraine.html 

 

Financial donations are gratefully received and income tax receipts can be issued.  

Financial donations will be used, and carefully documented, for rent, possibly airfare, and basic necessities.   

SWARM is operating under the official wing of the Lutheran Church of our Saviour (LCOS) congregation until we 

obtain CRA non-profit status.  You, your family and friends, may donate specifically to “SWARM” through your 

offering at LCOS and (Interac at “donate@oursaviourchurch.ca” with a SWARM designation and your name, 

address, and phone number in the Memo), and LCOS will give you the tax receipt.  The funds are placed into 

separated accounts at LCOS, and made available to SWARM.   

 

SWARM’s Annual General Meeting is on Tuesday, May 17 @ 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.  The AGM will be immediately 

followed by our regular monthly business meeting, where we get an update on the various families we are 

supporting.  Would this be of interest to you?  Contact any SWARM member for information 

Garry Mihaichuk    Nick Perchthaler   Dorothea Schaab    Jaqui Anderson 

The Zoom meeting coordinates are below. 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://ucalgary.zoom.us/j/96402751506 

 

Meeting ID: 964 0275 1506 

Passcode: 028319 

If you are considering joining us do not hesitate to call SWARM members, or speak to Pastor about this amazing 

work and the service we do in the name of Jesus.  

 

Please pray for the families our Calgary churches are helping, all displaced people throughout the world and for a 

quick and peaceful end to hostilities.  

We ask for special prayers for the members of SWARM.  

Prayer is powerful!   

 

 

  

 

https://www.calgaryucc.ca/help-ukraine.html
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Camp Kuriakos Adopt-A-Staff Program 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Canadian Blood Services 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Canadian Blood Services 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  

10:00 am  
 

In-Church Worship 
Drive-In Worship  
Live Stream Service 
YouTube Service 

2 
 
7:00 pm   
The Master’s             
Singers Rehearsal 

3 
 
Office Hours 
9:00 am  - 12 noon 

 

1:00 pm 
Games Group 

4 
 
7:00 pm   Al-Anon 

5 
 
Office Hours 
9:00 am  - 12 noon 
 
1:00 pm      
Joyful Noise              
Music Practice 

6 7 

 

8 Mother’s Day 
 
 
 
10:00 am  
 

In-Church Worship 
Drive-In Worship  
Live Stream Service 
YouTube Service 

9 

7:00 pm   
The Master’s             
Singers Rehearsal 

 

 

 

10 
 
Office Hours 
9:00 am  - 12 noon 
 
 

11 
 
7:00 pm   Al-Anon 

 
 

12 
 
Office Hours 
9:00 am  - 12 noon 
 

1:00 pm      
Joyful Noise              
Music Practice 

 

13 

 

14 

 

 

15 Communion 
 
 
 
 
 
10:00 am 
 

In-Church Worship 
Drive-In Worship  
Live Stream Service 
YouTube Service 

16 
 
7:00 pm   
The Master’s             
Singers Rehearsal 

 

 

 

17 
 
Office Hours 

9:00 am  - 12 noon 

 

1:00 pm 
Games Group 
 
7:00 pm  
Board Meeting 

18 
 
10:30 am           

Southwood  
Care Centre 
 
7:00 pm   Al-Anon 

19   

 

Office Hours 
9:00 am  - 12 noon 

 

1:00 pm     
Joyful Noise               

Music Practice 
 
 
 

20   
 
   

 

 

21 

22   
 
10:00 am  
 

In-Church Worship 
Drive-In Worship  
Live Stream Service 
YouTube Service 
 

23 
 
June Vine 
Submission 
Deadline 

24 
 
Office Hours 
9:00 am  - 12 noon 
 
 

 

 

25 
 
7:00 pm   Al-Anon 
 
 
 

 

26 
 
Office Hours 
9:00 am  - 12 noon 

 

1:00 pm    
Joyful Noise                
Music Practice 

 

27 
 
 

28 

 

Board 

Retreat 

 

29  

 
10:00 am  
 

In-Church Worship 
The Master’s Singers 
Drive-In Worship  
Live Stream Service 
YouTube Service 
 

Hot Dog Sunday 

 
 

30 
 
 

 

 

 

31 
 
Office Hours 
9:00 am  - 12 noon 

 
 

    

       


