
Peace, blessings, and love to all in the name of Christ Jesus.

The Deacons and I are excited to extend the invitation to become a 
member of Ellington Congregational Church. We have set the 
joining date for June 12th, which is the first Sunday after Pentecost 
or Trinity Sunday. Because of the chaos of COVID, we are 
announcing this by way of the Caller and the bulletin. Announcing 
the joining in this fashion is a bit more informal this year rather than 
sending out letters. I know of one person who has requested to join, 
but other than that person, we simply do not have a list with which 
to work. If you or someone you know is interested in becoming a 
member of the ECC community of faith, please call or ask them to
call or email the church office: 860.871.6606 or 
officeadmin@eccucc.org. 

A mentor will be assigned to those who want to join. Also, after 
church service on June 5th during Coffee Fellowship in the Social 
Room, we will ask representatives from boards, committees, and 
groups to tell those who want to join a bit about how the church 
governance functions. They will also share why they find their 
board, committee, or church group rewarding and spiritually 
fulfilling. So, get something to drink and eat on that Sunday and we 
will meet at one of the back tables. 

Wasn’t the Easter service wonderful and fulfilling?! My grateful 
thanks to all who worked on planning, those who participated, and 
to all who attended. 

We are now in Eastertide. Eastertide is the most important and 
most sacred time of the Christian year. It is a time when we can and 
should always try to sing Alleluias and Glory to God with great 
enthusiasm, no matter what joys we might be experiencing or what 
pain we might be experiencing.

This sacred season of Eastertide extends for fifty days from Easter 
Sunday to Pentecost Sunday. It is suggested that these days be 
celebrated as one great Sunday. On the fortieth day after Easter, 
Christians celebrate Christ’s ascension into heaven where Christ sits 
at the right hand of God. This year, Ascension Day is on Thursday 
May 26th. 
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Joanne's Jottings

Whoever you are and wherever you 
are on your faith journey, you are 

welcome here!

MAY 1, 2022
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Psalm 30

John 21:1-19
“The How’s of Servanthood”

 

MAY 8, 2022
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

CELEBRATION OF WOMEN
Psalm 23

Acts 9:36-43
A Vignette about the Woman, Dorcas 

(Tabitha)
 

MAY 15, 2022
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MENTAL HEALTH SUNDAY

Scripture: Reading from the Gospel of 
John

Sermon: Board of Missions
 

MAY 22, 2022
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY
Service Planned and Conducted by Lee 

Carman, Director of Faith Formation and 
Church School Teachers and Families

Bible Presentations: Pre-School through 
Eighth Grade

 

THURSDAY MAY 26, 2022
ASCENSION DAY

(The time when Jesus left the earth and 
rose to heaven to sit at the right hand of 

God.  Jesus had already breathed the Holy 
Spirit on and into the disciples and other 

apostles who were with the disciples right 
after Jesus came out of the grave by rising 
from death (Jesus’ Resurrection). Then, on 
Pentecost Day, God would breath the Holy 

Spirit into ALL people of ALL nations.)
 

MAY 29, 2022
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

MEMORIAL DAY WEEK-END
HOLY HUMOR SUNDAY

Psalm 47 Cont. on pg 2

Sunday services are held at 10:00 AM
 Intentional Interim Pastor Joanne Myer

Director of Music Julie LaRocca
Director of Faith Formation Lee Carman



Please help support this important 
ministry. We need 2 bakers and 2 
servers/clean up each week. Sign up for
one or more Sundays this year.  

Please visit www.eccucc.org to sign up 
online, or contact Cassie Miller.

During the coming Sundays, we will share how Jesus appeared to the apostles at different times and places 
during those forty days. After Jesus came out of the grave or arose from death (the Resurrection), he 
appeared to the disciples (minus Judas Iscariot who had been killed) and perhaps other apostles to let them 
know he had truly risen from death. In order to send them out to teach about God and God’s “Right Way for 
Living,” Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit into them. Pentecost Sunday falls on June 5th this year and 
commemorates the giving of the Holy Spirit by God to all the other apostles who would be spreading the 
word of God. It also commemorates the beginning of what would become the Christian church, and its 
mission to everyone in every nation.

Please keep Easter singing in your heart as you go about your daily life. It will certainly make life better.

Your Sister in Christ,

Pastor Joanne

Joanne's Jottings cont.

Children’s Sunday: May 22nd
Enjoy a worship service led by children and youth 
of ECC! Bibles will be dedicated and given out to 
children in preschool – 8th grades.

FAIR ON THE GREEN  Saturday, May 7, 2022, 9:00 am - 2: 00 pm
TELOS Plant Sale 10:00 - 2:00 in the church parking lot.   

Due to Covid concerns, the gathering for Leigh Lezotte which 
was scheduled for Saturday, April 30, is postponed. 

Please watch for a future date and time.



Masks are optional. 
Normal access is restored – the side door will be open again for entering through the narthex for worship. 
The ushers will be handing out bulletins in the narthex.
Fellowship Hour is back and the Kitchen is open again. 

Virtual meetings will continue being offered indefinitely and are still encouraged. 
Virtual worship will also continue being offered on the church website and the church YouTube channel. 

Re-Opening Team Update May 2022
Lamentations 3:22-23 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions will never fail. They are 
new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (NIV) 

Over the past few weeks, Ellington has moved back to orange from gray on the State Code Alert Map. As of 
April 21, 2022 there were 108 towns of 169 total towns in Connecticut in category red.The number of towns in 
the red category have been doubling over the past few weeks. (The categories best-to-worst are gray, yellow, 
orange and red.) However, most covid-related protocols have been lifted at the State and Town levels as well as 
at Ellington Congregational Church, as we were previously in the gray category. Masks continue to be optional 
as a personal choice and personal responsibility. Any person or group may choose to continue to wear masks 
and are welcome to do so.

We continue doing our usual monitoring of numbers, maps and reports from the CDC, State of CT guidance, 
and the limited information from the UCC conferences. We also consider feedback from local churches, 
businesses and municipalities. The ReOpening Team is now meeting on an “as needed” basis as determined by 
our Chair, Chas Gross. 

(Please remember that the covid situation is very fluid and can change fairly rapidly. There is also about a two- 
week lag time from submitting our article to distributing the Caller.)

Current Protocols:

Those who use an in-home test and test positive, need to follow the protocols and guidance from the State of 
CT as listed below: (portal.ct.gov/coronavirus/contact/recommendations)

 If you test positive for COVID you should stay home and away from others for at least 5 days after your 
symptoms began. If you do not have any symptoms, you should stay home for 5 days after your positive test 
date. If you do not have symptoms or your symptoms are resolving, after 5 days you can leave your house but 
should continue to wear a mask around others for 5 additional days. If you have a fever, continue to stay home 
until your fever resolves.

Ellington and Vernon residents testing positive with an at-home test should call the North Central District 
Health Department for the CT Dept. of Health (Enfield office) at 860-745-0383 to report a positive at-home 
result. South Windsor residents should call the South Windsor Health Department at 860-337-6173 to report a 
positive at-home result.

For questions or concerns, please contact us at: 
reopening@eccucc.org.
 
Blessings,

Re-Opening Team:  
Chas Gross, Chair
Mary Iovine
Sharon McLaughlin
Robin Miller
Joann Scott

Thank You
Duane Carroll!

for your many years of 
dedication to the bell 

choir and handling the 
heaviest bells of all!

With the increasing covid cases, the ReOpening Team is encouraging the 
congregation to resume mask wearing.  It is not required, but encouraged.

mailto:reopening@eccucc.org


T.E.L.O.S. Hanging Flower Basket Sale 
Saturday: May 7th

 10am – 1pm 
Credit cards accepted!

Support T.E.L.O.S. with these three fundraisers 
toward the cost of their 

July 2022 Mission Trip to Blue Knob, PA with 
TEAMeffort.

Contact Lee Carman for more information about 
any of these fundraisers: christianed@eccucc.org

Purchase gift cards to use for your everyday purchases at 
face value. T.E.L.O.S. receives a rebate from SCRIP.

T.E.L.O.S. Car Wash
Saturday: May 21st

 11am – 2pm 
(Rain date: Sunday 

May 22nd – 11am – 2pm)



Church School has returned to being in-person only!
The Sunday morning church school program is for children 3 years through entering 5th grade. 
There are two age groups: preschool – 2nd grade & 3rd – 5th grade.

Digital registration continues year round at https://forms.gle/wf7L5L2RRAmx32WL9

Church school is offered during the 10 am worship service. Children begin in the Sanctuary with 
their grown-ups. Following the Children’s Message, they are led to their classes.

Youth in 6th – 8th grades meet twice a 
month on Sundays (4:30 – 6 pm).  Digital 
registration continues at 
https://forms.gle/kwx1mujmi6J9cUVPA                  

S.E.E.D. Youth Group
Students Encounter and Experience 

Discipleship

Youth in 9th – 12th grades meet 
most Sundays (6:30 – 8 pm). 
Digital registration continues at 
https://forms.gle/iQ6BURWj2e 
UqFZbB9

T.E.L.O.S. Youth Group 
Teens Experience Living Out the Story

Following the mask requirements 
of the Ellington Public school 
system, masks are optional for all 
attendees. 

MASKS FOR CHURCH 
SCHOOL & YOUTH 

GROUPS



Dear Women of ECC,

We hope you and your families had a wonderful Easter!

As we head into May, the Women’s Fellowship Executive Board is planning for a slate of officers for the 2022- 
2023 program year. Our new officers are elected at our Annual Luncheon, which is tentatively scheduled for 
Tuesday, June 28, 2022 at noon. We expect to return to Figaro’s in Enfield this year. There will be sign-ups in 
June and we hope you can join us!  Please see Penny Gates if you are interested in serving as an officer. 

There are many opportunities to support and help in Women’s Fellowship, including joining the Women’s 
Fellowship Executive Board. The officer positions include President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, 
Assistant Treasurer, Kitchen Chair, Farmhouse Fair Chair (filled for the next year!), Program Chair and 
Chaplin.

We are so excited and grateful that Jen Traynor will be chairing our 60th Farmhouse Fair this year!Dates of 
the Farmhouse Fair are Friday, November 4 and Saturday, November 5, 2022.  It is not too early to start crafts 
or projects for the Fair. If you have some ideas, or would like to chair a new booth, please see Jen.     

Also, please mark your calendars! On Saturday, October 15 in conjunction with the Ellington Historical Society 
Fall Fair, we will be offering a preview of our Fair. Right now, this will be a few tables manned by Jen T. and 
Alexis K. It will also be an opportunity to promote the upcoming Fair.

Ministries have been meeting again at church! Sacred Stitches is meeting on the third Thursday of each month 
from 9:00 a.m. to noon in the Social Room.  Everyone who wants to sew is welcome to join. Please contact Jan 
Schaeffer at 860-875-5581 with any questions. 

The Prayer Shawl ministry meets on the fourth Thursday of each month from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. The next 
meetings are May 26 and June 23, 2022 and everyone who would like to help is welcome! Please contact Jan 
Starkweather at 860-875-1543 for more information.

Cyber theft & identity theft: Reminder - There are two pamphlets from the federal government available on 
the table outside of the church office about protecting your identity and cyber theft. Please feel free to take 
what you need.

We are prayerful that we will be able to organize a field trip again in the fall. Those who went to the Thimble 
Islands with us a few years ago had a fun day. 

Our next Women’s Fellowship Executive Board Meeting is Friday, May 13, 2022 at 1:00 p.m. on Zoom.

Blessings,

Penny Gates, Acting President

Women's Fellowship News
The Women’s Fellowship of the Ellington Congregational Church is open to all members and friends 

of the church. We encourage you to participate in our organization.

May Fifth Sunday Collection
Feminine Hygiene and Adult "Depends" Products

Did you know that federal assistance plans such as WIC and SNAP do not provide for feminine 
products?  Lack of access to period supplies is a major cause of absence from school and work, 
a mental health issue, and a gender equity issue. Our local pantries are in need of our help with 
these supplies.
Please place your donations in the box in the elevator alcove next on the sanctuary level 
throughout the month of May.



Let's Go Green! 
The monthly Caller newsletter is available on the ECC website
and is sent by email. If you no longer need to receive a paper
copy, help us reduce our mailing. Please send an email to
outreach@eccucc.org and request to be removed from the
paper mailer.  Thank you!

Please join us at our next meeting on Thursday, May 26, 2022, 
at 9:30 a.m. in the social room. If you would like more 
information, please call Jan Starkweather at 860 875-1543.

Prayer shawls and lap robes for men and women are available 
in the room off of the Narthex. A note card is available so that 
you may write a personal message to the recipient. Please help 
yourself. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Prayer Group and Prayer Prayer Circle
The Prayer Group prays at home for one hour every Tuesday at 
10:00 a.m. for people in need. If you need prayers for someone 
or would like to be included in the Prayer Circle, please let 
Dottie Marshall, Pastor Joanne know or email the church office: 
OfficeAdmin@eccucc.org

MAY  We will have a discussion of the book The Book Woman of 
Troublesome Creek by Kim Michele Richardson.   Lisa Sirag will 
lead the discussion. 

JUNE  Penny Gates will share her trip that she took to Scotland 
along with pictures.  

Friendship Class
The Friendship Class meets on the first Tuesday of each 
month from September through June, at 1:00 in room 201. 
All are welcome!

Yard Goats - Save the Dates
June 4 -Sol Mates doing national anthem (This is Julie's group)
July 30 - BCE event  



CONDENSED SOUPS
CANNED PASTA 
RAMEN NOODLES
RICE SIDES Knorr & Rice-a- 
Roni
SALAD DRESSINGS 6/8 oz
4 PACK PUDDING or FRUIT 
PEANUT BUTTER CRACKERS 
ANY TYPE OF MUFFIN, 
BREAD OR ROLL MIXES

Shopping Cart Ministry
May Most Needed Items

MISSIONS is on a Mission

Real American Heroes don't tread the field of sport, nor walk the halls
of congress. Rather they lie buried in military cemeteries around the
world.                                                                                     Unknown

 

Hands on Hartford
Silver Lake
Ellington Human Services for donation toward 
children's mental health care
Ellington Human Services for food and cash card 
donations
Samaritan's Purse for donation to Ukraine relief
HVCC for children's mental health care

Telos $1,500 for Mission trip
Vernon Social Services $525 to send 3 kids to camp

The Board of Missions received thank you letters on behalf 
of the congregation from:

Gifts were made on behalf of the congregation to:

We will once again celebrate Mother's and 
Father's Days by selling cards you can give in 
honor of a loved one. This will benefit 
Hawkwing, providing blankets for children 
who attend one of the several schools on the 
reservation. 

Mothers Day cards will be sold on April 24, 
May 1, and May 8 after church. 

Fathers Day cards will be sold on June 5, June 
12 and June 19 after church.

They want to start getting ready for kids 
home from school this summer:

Sue had a conversation with Lee Hay, 
Director of the Cornerstone Food Pantry:

"Inflation has caught up with them. In 
Jan. and Feb. they were serving 80 to 90 
families per week. Their count is now up 
to 120 per week. They now count on an 
additional 5 to 7 new families each week.  
He also stated that they do not need 
certain things we use to collect for them 
like peanut butter, mac and cheese, dry 
pasta as they get these items from Food 
share."

Also please note: Food stores are not dropping off as many 
bread and rolls as they used to, because they have cut back 
on baking them. 

As always, any donation of food is very much appreciated.

Warm someone's heart while 
warming a Lakota child.



FARMHOUSE FAIR
SAVE THE DATE!

NOVEMBER 4-5, 2022
 

Home-made and Hand-made
Held in our traditional indoor style

All proceeds to go ECC.
 

We would love YOUR hand-made item donations to support the church!
 

If you would like to donate,
START CREATING NOW OVER THE SUMMER! More contact information 

to come towards the fall.
 

Questions can be directed via email to jenniferatraynor@yahoo.com

Delicious Meals!
Sit a while or 
take it to-go

Faithful Fibers
Yarn and Fabric 

Creations

Christmas Items
Ornaments and 

other Decor

Pets & More
Items for pets 

& wildlife

Goodies
Cookies, Pies 
& other treats

Inspiration
Crosses & 

Devotional 
items

Dolls & Doll Items 
Raggedy Ann & 

Andy
and 18”Dolls

Kids’ Korner
Little prices for 

little kids 
to shop for gifts!



Mission Statement 

To be a dynamic and nurturing community 
called by God’s grace 

to know Christ and make Him known 
through worship, love, and service. 

Adopted September 15, 2019 

New home? Phone? E-mail?

United Church of Christ 

Please e-mail Officeadmin@eccucc.org. 

Ellington Congregational Church 

ECC Contact Information
860-871-6606   www.eccucc.org

Church Office hours : Tues - Fri   9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Officeadmin@eccucc.org

Please note Pastor Joanne's new email address: Pastor@eccucc.org

Location/Shipping Address
      72 Main Street

Mailing Address
 P.O. Box 216, 
  Ellington, CT 06029-0216

Fax   860-871-5932

WIFI for Sanctuary and Social
Room:  ECCwifi1
pass: 2019churchECC!

The 24/7 church answering
machine provides
instructions for urgent call
service .

Pastoral Emergencies, 
concerns or prayer requests, 
call Pastor Joanne at 860-872- 
9222. 

christianed@eccucc.org
Lee Carman, Youth & Children 
Faith Formation Director

musicdirector@eccucc.org
Juliane ‘Julie’ LaRocca, 
Director of Music

outreach@eccucc.org
Jill McAllister, Outreach & 
Media Coordinator/ Website 
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