
Synod Secretary
Vote for no more than 1

for a 4-year term.
__ Rev. Joshua Enderson – 2nd term

(2022-2026)

Synod Council Youth Member
(Confirmed – age 17 when elected)

Vote for no more than 1 for a 1-year term.
__ Hanna Herfindahl-Quint

Synod Council At-Large (Lay)
Vote for at least 1.

__ Matthew Huggenvik - 1st term
(2022-2024)

Synod Council At-Large
(Rostered)

Vote for at least 1.
__ Rev. Dean Aponte-Safe - 1st term

(2022-2024)

Committee on Discipline
Vote for no more than 1 lay member for a

6-year term.
__ Roy Srp - 1st term (2022-2028)

Committee on Election of a
Bishop

Vote for no more than 7 members to
serve 2022-2028 for the 2025 election. 1
representative from each conference and

2 members at-large.

__ Dr. Joyce Thompson (Minnesota River)
__ Barbara Anderson (Zumbro River)
__ Paul Jacobson (Cannon River)
__ Rev. Kristi Mitchell (Blue Earth River)
__ Rev. Kurt Bockoven (Root River)
__Jean Wichmann (At-Large)
__ Rev. Mike Walerius (At-Large)

Augsburg University Corporation
Board
Vote for no more than 2 for a 2-year term.

__ Rev. Daniel Kordahl
__ Megan Pratola
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Each year at the Southeastern Minnesota
Synod Assembly, voting members vote for
individuals to serve in different leadership
capacities on council, tables, and teams.
Those who were nominated were invited
to submit responses to these two
questions:

1. List three current or past
congregational, synodical, or
churchwide service activities.

2. Describe your sense of God calling
you into mission and service in
Southeastern Minnesota Synod,
ELCA. What are the gifts, skills,
experiences, and areas of expertise
that you could bring to the work?

Synod Secretary
Vote for no more than 1.

Rev. Joshua Enderson
1. SEMN Synod Secretary, Blue Earth

River Conference Secretary, Fall
Theological Conference Planning
Committee

2. Serving as the Southeastern
Minnesota Synod Secretary over the
last four years, I have witnessed God's
work through our shared work
together. I would be honored to
continue bringing my organizational
and writing gifts to the role of Synod
Secretary, along with my dedication
and voice to the Synod Council.

Synod Council
At-Large, Lay
Vote for at least 1.

Matthew Huggenvik
1. Former President of the Zion

Congregational Council and Chair of
the Personnel Committee. Former
chair of Congregational Call
Committee to fill the vacancies of all
clergy staff in our congregation.
Participant of the committee when my
congregation went through the LEAD
process a few years ago

2. Jesus in the sermon on the mount
calls me to a life of service (Matthew
5:15). To this I have years of
experience working on the board for
non-profits to make my community
and world a better place. I have been
told I am a good speaker with a
motivational presence. I am gifted with
computers and technology. I have
excellent communication skills. I have
lots of leadership experience in many
organizations and understand how to
be effective on a board of directors. I
am open to the calling of the Holy
Spirit leading me to be more involved.

Synod Council At-Large,
Rostered

Vote for at least 1.

Rev. Dean Aponte-Safe
1. 1) Member of the Global Ministry Table
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and the Tanzania Accompaniment
Table in service of the Southeastern
Minnesota Synod; 2) Churchwide
Assembly 2022 Rostered Voting
Member for the Root River
Conference; and 3)Vice-Dean of the
Root River Conference.

2. I believe wholeheartedly that God calls
us to care for the whole body of the
Church. To the Synod Council, I would
bring a profound sense of care for the
well-being of our Synod's ministry and
our Synod’s staff and rostered
ministers, and offer a perspective
borne from the love of the rural
Church. Additionally, I have working
knowledge of the operations of our
Synod body through my participation
on several Synod tables and
experiences (Councils as Leaders
Planning Committee, Community
Accompaniment, Global Ministry,
Tanzania Accompaniment, and Difficult
Conversation Facilitation among
them).

Committee on Discipline
Vote for no more than 1.

Roy Srp
1. Deacon, Church Council, and Men's

Club
2. I was baptized in the Lutheran church.

I was confirmed in the Lutheran
church. My folks took me to church,
Sunday School, VBS. I and my
siblings fought that many times. After I
was confirmed I stopped going to
church pretty much and went down the

wrong path. This year I will be 40
years sober and had I not had the
Spiritual foundation when I was young,
I don't know I'd made it back. All God's
Power. He calls me many times
through the day and night and I just
happened to land in the SE MN Synod
ELCA and cannot help but serve.
Thank you.

Committee on Election of
a Bishop

Vote for no more than 7.

Dr. Joyce Thompson
1. Chair of the Board of Directors and

Board of Trustees, Luther Seminary,
St. Paul, MN, (2018-2020) plus
completion of 12-year term as
Director; Synod Vice President for SW
California Synod (2011-2014); Vice
President of Grace Lutheran Church
Council, Waseca, MN (2022-2024
term); appointment to ELCA Living into
the Future Together advisory
committee (2012-2013); Board
member, Lutheran Social Services of
Southern California (2016-2018) and
more

2. As a life-long Lutheran, I have been
blessed and called by God to serve
the ELCA in many ways: Chair, Board
of Directors, Luther Seminary; Vice
President, SW California Synod;
Board, Lutheran Social Services - S
California; Vice President, Grace
Lutheran Church Council, Waseca,
MN; ELCA Committee for Living into
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the Future Together. I have applied my
education (PhD, Decision Sciences,
MBA, BS-Education), work experience
(10 years, corporate executive; 25
years, strategy and leadership
development consultant; 6 years,
adjunct professor), and leadership
research (40 white papers, 2 books).

Barbara Anderson
1. Past Council President and current

Council Support Advocate,
Coordinator of Hosanna's Pantry,
Synod Committee on Election of a
Bishop

2. God has been calling me to leadership
roles in the church since I was a
young adult. My St. Olaf education
gave me direction. As a founding
member of Hosanna, I’ve had many
volunteer roles. As council president
during a pastoral transition, I led our
congregation to develop a new
mission statement and our ministry
team model. Last year, I returned to
council on personnel and properties to
help staff through the changes and
transitions of the pandemic. I was
honored to be on the Bishop’s Election
Committee in 2018. I look forward to
the opportunity to continue that work.

Paul Jacobson
1. 1) Currently Church Treasurer on the

Council at St. Ansgar's, I have held all
Council executive positions in the
past. 2) Recent Chair of Transition
Team committee in preparation for

calling new Pastor. 3) Current chair of
Call committee, which I have also
chaired in the past.
I have not served on any synod
committee in the past.

2. My father was an ELCA Pastor. I have
been an active member at St. Ansgar's
in Cannon Falls for 50 years. I try to
listen to God's voice whenever he
asks me to serve, whether it has been
on Church committees, the Church
council or call committees. In all those
groups I have been in leadership
roles. I am a semi - retired now. I was
a business senior executive for the
last 20+ years and currently manage
my small consulting company. I
believe I am a good listener -
important on any committee. I have
skills in business organization and
project management, public speaking
and communication.

Rev. Kristi Mitchell
1. Beginning in May 2022 I will serve as

Dean of the Blue Earth River
Conference of our Synod. I currently
serve on the Endowment Committee
and the Nominations Committee of the
SE MN Synod.

2. God calls us in a variety of ways, the
call to the Committee on Election of
Bishop came in the form of an
invitation which is always an honor. I
have previously served as the
chairperson for the Committee on
Election of Bishop in the SW MN
Synod. As the Executive Secretary to
the Bishop of the Minneapolis Area
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Synod, I was directly related to the
process of the election of a new
bishop for that synod. I enjoy
supporting our Synod and its mission
through committee and conference
leadership and servant opportunities.

Rev. Kurt Bockoven
1. Service-Learning youth trips to South

Dakota, Chicago, Tennessee, etc.;
ELCA Hunger Appeal Viking/Packer
Tailgate Event; Community
Ecumenical Events

2. I have been in the synod over a year
and felt the Holy Spirit moving me to
answer the call to serve on synod
committee. I have 18 years in the
pastoral ministry, and I bring listening
ear and discerning heart, work well
with others, ask questions, and
interpret information. I look forward in
building relationships and making
connections from local congregations
to the synod.

Jean Wichmann
1. Bear Lake Concordia past President

(twice)/Call Committee past Member
(twice).

2. I'm proud to be a lifelong member of
Bear Lake Concordia Lutheran and
have been asked to serve and
volunteer in leadership positions over
the past 10+ years. Through this
service, I've gotten to know quite a bit
more as to how our synod and the
whole of the ELCA functions. That
knowledge has helped me lead our

local church and give guidance when
necessary. I have been self-employed
in the financial services industry for 33
years and lead my own team within
my practice. Communication, writing
skills, and listening to all sides help me
to effectively function within any
organization.

Rev. Mike Walerius
1. Called Pastor, Chair of the Global

Ministries Table,
2. I am excited to be asked to work with

others on the election of our next
Bishop. It is in working together, we
can discern who God has chosen to
lead SE MN Synod. I like working on a
team and I am a good listener, so I
feel I can bring these and many other
gifts to this process.

Augsburg University
Corporation Board
Vote for no more than 2.

Rev. Daniel Kordahl
1. Delegate to National Convention,

Augustana College Board
2. I seek to be an effective connection

with my church conference on behalf of
Augsburg University.

Megan Pratola
1. On the 500th Anniversary of the

Reformation committed for the
Montana Synod, presented in
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Christian Historical topics for several
congregations in the Montana and SE
MN Synods, on the board of the
Education and Youth League
Committees at St. John Lutheran
Church in Montgomery, MN

2. As a historian with a Master of
Theology degree in the History of
Christianity, education and faith are
intertwined in my life. The connection
given to students at Augsburg
University to explore their vocational
calling and their faith through
education is something I want to be a
part of and watch grow through being
a synod representative to the
Augsburg University Corporation
Board.

Nominations
Page 6

Nominations


