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1.  Prayer begins with God, not us. 

  

 

 

 

 

2.  We are meant to use this prayer verbatim and as a template. 

 “When you pray, say: Father in heaven . . .”  Luke 11:2 

 

 

 “Pray then like this:”  Matthew 6:9 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 6:9–15 (ESV) 
9 Pray then like this: 
 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
10 Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us this day our daily bread, 
12 and forgive us our debts, 
    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
 
14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you, 15 but if you do not forgive others their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses. 

INTRODUCTION:   
 
“If someone asks about my confession of faith I will name 

the Apostle’s creed, for none is so short, so simple, so 

pithy. . . . If anyone asks about the standard by which I live, 

the answer lies in the ten commandments, for what is 

pleasing to God no one can tell us better than God himself. 

. . . If anyone asks about my formula of prayer, I will name 

the Lord’s Prayer, for the prayer is . . . the best key to open 

the heart of the Father.”   —John Comenius 

 

What rule hath God given for our direction in prayer? 

Answer: The whole word of God is of use to direct us in 

prayer. But the special rule of direction is that form of  

prayer which Christ taught his disciples, commonly called 

the Lord’s Prayer.  —The Westminster Catechism  



3.  Prayer does not have to be long for God to hear it.  
 

 “And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for 

 their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.” 

                 Matthew 6:7–8 

 

  

 

4. The Lord’s Prayer encompasses every area of life. 
 

 “We live, as Jesus lived, in a world all too full of injustice, hunger, malice, and evil.  This prayer cries out for  

 justice, bread, forgiveness, and deliverance. If anyone thinks those are irrelevant in today’s world, let them read 

 the newspaper and think again.”  —N.T. Wright 

 

 

 “A mere fifty-seven words in the original Greek of Matthew’s gospel, it manages to gather up all of life and brings 

 it before God.”  —Darrell Johnson 

 

 

 

 

5. Christian prayer engages the mind. 
 

 

 

 

6. Our prayers are to be community-minded, world-embracing prayers, not just  

       individualistic prayers. 
 

 “But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your  

 Father who sees in secret will reward you.”   Matthew 6:6 

 

 

 

 

“Reading a book about prayer, listening to lectures and talking about it is very good, but it won’t teach you to pray.   

You get nothing without exercise, without practice.  I might listen for a year to a professor of music playing the most 

beautiful music, but that won’t teach me to play an instrument.”  —Andrew Murray 


