
1 
 

May 1, 2022 

Third Sunday of Easter 

Senior Citizen Sunday 

Communion  

Theme: Who Are You Lord? 

 

+ WE GATHER BEFORE GOD + 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE        The Lily of the Valley - setting by Mark Hayes 

 

LIGHTING OF THE TRINITY CANDLE 

St. John’s is a community that is 

Ignited by Spirit, Growing in Love. 

We begin our worship in the name of the Father,  

the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

We've come to celebrate all God's creation,  

to celebrate both those young and old. 
For in all that you have created is goodness. 

We ask that you be with us to help to honor and respect people of all ages. 
God, we ask that you help us keep in our minds the covenant that you made with humanity. 

Help us to remember that we are all your people who are loved, both young and old. Keep 

us faithful to your word so that we may serve you. 
 

OPENING HYMN ELW 363 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, first born of the dead and wellspring of eternal life,  

the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

As we gather today, we celebrate the great diversity among our church family.  We celebrate the 

excitement and joy, yet we also admit our failings and missteps.   

We recognize the ways in which we have not honored each member of this community for 

the gifts and life experience that they bring and the ways we have silenced or ignored the 

past.  Help us to see the foundation that has been laid for us by generations before us who 

helped cure disease, develop new technology, grow more healthy food, travel the world and 

bring community in new ways.  Help us to find ways to engage our senior citizens in 

ministry that is meaningful and useful to them and to the church and world, that we might 

truly be the one body of Christ, the church.  Amen 

  

Our God has blessed us with the gift of diversity and we give thanks for the heritage that our 

senior citizens bring to this community of faith.  In Christ, we are one, forgiven and loved, called 

to love and serve one another, as Christ first loved us.   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  God of all seasons, we thank you for the senior citizens who live among us, 

reminding us of the seasons of age and experience, reminding us of the necessity of enjoying 

each day as your gift, and offering us perspective, courage, peace and vision of what it means to 

age with grace.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen  

 

+ WE HEAR GOD’S WORD + 

 

FIRST READING: Psalm 30 

 

I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up 

and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 

O LORD my God, I cried out to you, 

and you restored me to health. 
You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead; 

you restored my life as I was going down to the grave. 

Sing praise to the LORD, all you faithful; 

give thanks in holy remembrance.  
God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime. 

Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning. 

While I felt secure, I said, 

“I shall never be disturbed. 
You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.” 

Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear. 

I cried to you, O LORD; 

I pleaded with my Lord, saying, 
“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit? 

Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 

Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me; 

O LORD, be my helper.” 
You have turned my wailing into dancing; 

you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy. 

Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; 

O LORD my God, I will give you thanks forever.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – same as last week 

 

GOSPEL READING: John 21:1-19 

 
At the beginning of the reading: 

The holy Gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
At the conclusion of the reading: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 384  That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright  

 

LWR LITANY OF THANKSGIVING AND HOPE 

Almighty and gracious God,  

You have so richly blessed us, but we pray for more, much more.  

 

We pray for grateful hearts, for a humble awareness of our abundance amid all the world’s 

poverty and pain.  

Lord, we pray for more. 

  

We pray for the courage to give generously of our resources — our imaginations, our time and 

abilities, our material wealth.  

We pray yet for more, Lord. 

 

We pray for the strength to reject the rationalizations which lead to indifference and silence in 

this climate of entitlement and insatiable desire.  

Lord, for much more we pray.  

 

We pray for confident hope, in the presence of such overwhelming needs, to know that each 

offering of personal care kits that we have made makes a welcome difference to others, and to 

you.  

For still more, Lord, we pray.  

 

We pray for lifestyles of justice and mercy, living more simply, being advocates for those more 

needful than we, supporting Fair Trade, being compassionate in our role as citizens.  

Lord, yet again we pray for more.  

 

We pray for your promised forgiveness for the fears, the selfishness, the thoughtlessness, the 

suspicions, the self-righteousness which hinder our loving service, and then pray for grateful and 

greater obedience to mark our thanksgiving. 

Yet for one more thing we pray.  

 

We pray you would bless those who labor on our behalf through all the work of Lutheran World 

Relief and its partners, that we would uphold them with our prayers, our encouragement, our 

gifts, our willingness to learn and to invite the support of others.  

In the name of our Lord who encouraged us to ask boldly when we pray, Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

God, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
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OFFERING 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM        Loving Shepherd of the Sheep 

French melody, setting by Ludwig Lenel 
 
c. 1957 Concordia Publishing House 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

  

OFFERTORY ELW 362 At the Lamb’s High Feast we sing 

 

At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 

praise to our victorious king, 

who has washed us in the tide 

flowing from his wounded  side.  Alleluia! 

 

Praise the Christ, whose love divine 

gives his sacred blood for wine, 

gives his body for the feast – 

Christ the victim, Christ the priest.  Alleluia! 

 
Text: Latin hymn, 17th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814-1868, alt. 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

+ WE FEAST AT GOD’S TABLE + 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ dwells with us here. 

All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 
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WE SHARE THE MEAL CHRIST GAVE US 

Communion will be shared continuously.  Please come forward down the center aisle and return 

to your seat by the side aisle.  You will receive the bread from the pastor and then be invited to 

take a pre-filled cup from the tray held by the communion assistant.  Wine is in the clear cups 

and grape juice is in the purple cups.  Empty cups can be placed in the bowls at the end of the 

first pew as you return to your seat.  All are welcome! 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION   

 ELW 471 Let Us Break Bread Together 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

 

+ WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE + 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

BLESSING 

God, the Author of life, 

Christ, the living Cornerstone, 

and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN  ELW 855  Crown Him with Many Crowns 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Tell what God has done.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE     Christ is Arisen - Jan Bender 

 
LWR Litany written by Pastor Emeritus Ed Whetstone, Salem Lutheran Church, Catonsville, Maryland. 

 

 

 
PRAYER LIST 

Please continue to keep the following people connected to our congregation in your prayers: Bob 

Moran, Brian Allebach, Charles Krupp, Ann Brown Hager, David Mounts, Melissa Snyder, 

Sandy Umstead, Leah Crater, Steve Keyser, Sydney Crossin, Kathy Reese, Paige Seasock, 

Peyton Seasock, Tal Umstead, Dorothy Rudolph, Andrew Robison, Jeff Hart, Margaret Simon, 

Hailey Mientus, the Mientus family, Jeff Jadick, Loretta Diehl, Judy Ockenlaender, Heidi Guess, 

Ed Brown, Bruce Aldinger, Judith Hercek, Kassondra Sowden and Gail Kemmerer.  
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Mark your Calendar 

Saturday, May 7 9-11 Open Link Food Collection 

     

Sunday, May 8  8:30-9:15 Sunday School (preK—gr. 5) 

   9:30 Worship 

  

  

Heavenly Helper Hoagies—Next orders are due Sunday, May 15th—contact Elaine Keller or 

sign up on the sheet outside PB’s office to get your delicious hoagie while supporting the 

Heavenly Helpers on their next mission trip. 

Coffee Bar Help—Help keep the fellowship going by supporting the coffee bar at St. John's. 

There are slots to sign up to bring treats and help with making the coffee. Please bring treats to 

church by 8:30am on Sunday so they can be set out for the enjoyment of all. Sign up at 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4EACAD2FAA8-coffee  

St. John's will be recognizing and celebrating the Class of 2022  

at the Sunday, June 5 9:30 AM worship.   

Preschool, kindergarten, elementary or middle school grads welcome to participate along with 

high school, technical school, college and secondary degree graduates.  Email the church office 

the following information for your graduate; your graduate's name, where they are graduating 

from, and what's next for your graduate. Send information to the church office no later than 

Sunday, May 22nd.  

 St. John’s Heavenly Helpers team considers a second trip  

to Re-Member Reservation in South Dakota. 

Re-Member Reservation is once again open for volunteers so a summer trip is being 

considered. There are 11 spots available for the designated week of July 9-15.  A few things you 

should know before you commit: 

 The cost is $695 per person.  We could do some fundraisers. 

  If we have enough interest, we can rent a van and drive. Or you can make arrangements to 

fly. 

 You will need to show proof of vaccination for COVID. The reservation was hit hard with 

COVID and it lasted long, which is why they are just opening now. 

 If you are interested, please let Elaine know by TODAY! 

More information is available at this link: https://www.re-member.org/reserve-a-trip 

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4EACAD2FAA8-coffee
https://www.re-member.org/reserve-a-trip
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