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                      Clergy 
Incumbent Priest/Pastor: 
The Ven. Noel Wygiera 
Vocational Deacon: 
The Rev. Deacon Tracey Stagg 
Incumbent’s Warden: 
Eric Nyrose 
People’s Warden: 
Deb Mann 403-350-4798 
Pianist: 
Judy Miller 
Organist: 
Jo Wygiera 
            

Service Schedule 
Sunday 

08:00 am Said Eucharist 
(Recommencing May 8) 

10:00 am Eucharist 
Sunday On line 

1:00 pm Sunday Service 
7:00 pm Evening Service 

Thursday 
2:00 pm Said Eucharist 
www.oldchurchrd.com 

 

On April 24th we had a Baptism in the context of our Eucharist.  
Baptism is a “sign of new life in Christ”, (BAS p.146) and is non-
denominational.  These persons were not baptized into the 
Anglican Church, but rather the Christian fellowship. Someone 
baptized in any Christian church does not have to be ‘re-baptized’ 
if they go to a church of another denomination.  If a person’s 
baptismal status is not known, there is a form of wording 
recognizing this. (BAS p.164) It is worth reading the notes on baptism 
in the BAS starting on page 164.  While John was baptizing in the 
desert, and Jesus was baptized by him, this is not the origin of our 
Christian baptism.  Many feel that it was in Jesus’ discussion with 
Nicodemus in John 3:5 where he says “In truth I tell you, no one 
can enter the kingdom of God without being born from water and 
spirit.”  And also in Matthew 28:19 where he says “Go 
forth…..baptize men everywhere in the name of the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit.” (Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church) 
Baptismal records are very important.  Recently there was the 
anniversary of the birth of William Shakespeare.  It is commonly 
felt to be April 23rd, 1564.  This is only because his baptismal 
record in the parish church in Stratford has his baptism recorded 
as April 26th, and most children were baptized 3 days after they 
were born.  When we lived in the NWT, a number of the elders did 
not know their birth date, but could only estimate by the date of 
their baptism.  In the past, once or twice a year the police, the 
Indian Agent and the priest had gone on the river to register and 
baptize those born since the last trip.  That record was kept and 
became a reference point for the date of birth. 

       Submit items for the June Newsletter by May 27th 
mthain@telusplanet.net 
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WEBSITE 
www.oldchurchrd.com 

 
Visit it often to check for news and upcoming events.  If anyone has an item they feel 
might be appropriate for inclusion on the website please send it to 
website@oldchurchrd.com. 

if you change contact information, eg. address, phone number or email   
address, make sure that you notify the office at: office@oldchurchrd.com 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 SCHEDULE: (May be subject to change-watch the Website and emails) 
 
Sunday Worship:  8:00 am Said Eucharist (Recommencing May 8th)                                                                                                  

                   10:00 am Choral Eucharist 
          1:00 pm and 7:00 pm (on line) For information regarding these            
services and access go to the website under Events. 

Midweek Eucharist:  Thursday 2:00 pm  
Ladies’ Group Meetings: Watch the Website and emails for further dates 
Men’s Group Meeting:   Saturday, May 14th 9:00 am 
 This will be a congregational breakfast followed by our Spring Cleanup 
 Those interested in coming please contact bobdixon1@telus.net 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study: 10:00 am:  See the website under ‘Events’ for 
further information. 
 
Information regarding in person worship: 
With the changes in the Provincial guidelines, all restrictions are now lifted for places of 
worship.  Please note: If you are uncomfortable meeting in person, the on line services 
are still available.  If you are uncomfortable with the ‘coffee hour’ do not feel that you 
need to attend.  If you prefer to continue to wear a mask in church, that is also fine. 
If you wish to attend one of the on line services and do not receive an email invitation, 
contact vicar@oldchurchrd.com. 
 
Forward Day by Day: 
The May, June, July edition of Forward Day by Day is now available at the back of the 
church.  The suggested donation is $2.00.  If you need one delivered, please contact 
the office at office@oldchurchrd.com 
 
Finances:                                                                                                                        
Heat the Church--updated:                                                                                             
Just as it is important to continue giving our regular donations to the church, those who 
wish to contribute to this fund can do so under the donate button on the website or by e- 
transfer as outlined below.  Thank you to all who continue to support this. The 
suggested donation is $25 for a day. 
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Financial Statement: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The financial situation is staying fairly stable.  The church was, as was everyone, 
subject to a marked increase in utility bills recently.  We realize that everyone has been 
paying more for utilities and that inflation in general is up.  Unfortunately, these factors 
also affect the church building.  Have you considered being set up for your donations to 
be made by automatic Monthly Bank Withdrawals? If you are in a position to do so, 
please give some thought to this method of giving as it would provide St. Luke’s with a 
more consistent and predictable monthly income to offset our expenses. If you are 
interested in changing to pre-authorized giving, please contact Barb at the church office 
and she will provide you with the necessary form. We are also continuing to pick up 
donations weekly from our mailbox at the church and a number of parishioners are 
making donations via Interac e-transfer. If you would like to use this method, you can do 
so by using your online banking; please enter offerings@oldchurchrd.com as the 
recipient email address. If you are usually an envelope user, you can enter your 
envelope number in the comments section.  

Once again, however, we give thanks for all who, in whatever way possible, 
contribute to the help cover the expenses of keeping the church building and all 
its programmes meet expenses.  

Flower Calendar and Memorial Dedications:                                                                 
There is a ‘Flower Calendar’ up at the back of the church where you can sign up for 
donations for flowers. The suggested donation is $50.00. These donations can be 
accompanied by a specific dedication if you wish.  Arrangements can be made by 
contacting the church office at office@oldchurchrd.com. 
Apart from flower donations you can remember people and events as a Special 
Dedication on any particular Sunday. If you so choose, you can make a donation to 
accompany your memorial and these can be designated to the Memorial Fund, General 
Fund, or any other Special Fund of your choosing. If you wish to make a donation, 
either for flowers or as a special dedication, e-transfers can be sent to 
offerings@oldchurchrd.com. If you are going to send a cheque, please email the office 
at office@oldchurchrd.com to let them know about your dedication and the Sunday you 
would like it to appear. If doing an e-transfer, put in the message section your 
dedication, the date you would like it to appear and if it is a Special Dedication, apart 
from a flower donation, the fund to which you would like the money designated. Special 
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Dedications, for flowers or otherwise will appear in the announcements on the 
designated Sunday. 

Around the Parish:                                                                                                     
Servers: We are in need of more volunteers to be Servers.  If you are interested, 
contact mthain@telusplanet.net.  Training is provided!                                                              
Choir:  Anyone interested in joining the choir please contact 
joanwilliams474@gmail.com.                                                                                                                               
Special Poppy Project: The Poppy Project is now underway.  For information and the 
patterns go to www.oldchurchrd.com/news/poppy-project.  There are samples on the 
wall in the hall.                                                                                                                              
If you have any questions, please contact the coordinators:                                    
Sandra Ballum  403-346-3045 or grandma-al@live.ca or                                           
Debb Mann 403-350-4798 

Welcome:                                                                                                                       
On Sunday April 24th, we welcomed Elizabeth Gendron, Victoria Gendron and Ryan 
Adams to a new life in Christ through the sacrament of baptism.  

         

  

 

 
 
 
 
         Elizabeth.                           Victoria                                    Ryan 
 
                                        Welcome Tracey and David 
We also welcome Tracey Stagg and her husband David as part of our parish family.  
Tracey has a particular role as a Deacon and I asked her to share something about her 
family and also about the role of a deacon in the church.   
 
Hello from us to you! 
So, who are we and how did we get to Red Deer and St. Luke’s? Both great questions. 
Maybe I can answer them a bit. David and I have been married 35 years this May, have 
two children, one son-in-law and I guess a grand dog. Never thought about a grand dog 
before, but he is so darn cute (a Boston Terrier with some French Bull dog – a fair bit 
cross eyed with lopsided ears). Prior to coming to Red Deer, David and I raised our 
children, Joshua and Sara, in High River. High River is about 30 minutes south of 
Calgary. It is a smallish town and we were there for 24 years. We had an established 
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community and routine. David worked from home in the computer industry for almost 21 
years and I was a stay-at-home mom, community contributor and learner. It became 
clear to me when the kids were smaller and in school that I had gifting and call to 
hospital ministry. That became the beginning of my journey to here. With all the specific 
training that goes into becoming a hospital Chaplain, I was able to be ready to be 
employed as a Spiritual Health Practitioner for Alberta Health Services. I worked at the 
Peter Lougheed Center for nearly seven years. Then came a position to work at the 
Red Deer Regional Hospital Center and take a greater responsibility for Spiritual Care 
for Central Zone of AHS.  So, with the grace and will of God, it was a matter of a few 
weeks and the road was opened for us to move to Red Deer. So, here we are. David 
still works from home and in the basement and I am at the hospital and around the 
zone, as what some might say as the head Chaplain.  Lots of fancy words that just say I 
have a greater opportunity to support patients, families and staff and share God’s grace 
and love through example. It is a blessing indeed. 
I can say that we are finding our way in Red Deer and it is wonderful. We moved here in 
September, so we are not yet even a full year of learning and understanding the way of 
Red Deer, the people and the culture. We look forward to building friendships, figuring 
out how a new house “works” and seeing the beauty of this part of the province. I grew 
up in Camrose and still have family there, so it is in a way like coming closer to home; 
comfortable. 
Some ask about my ordained ministry, as that is how we entered into St. Luke’s. I am 
ordained into Holy Orders as Deacon, or Deaconess ("#$%). Pastoral care is my vocation 
and giftedness and as such choose to be a Vocational Deacon, and with the Bishop’s 
permission will live out my ministry in this service. I was ordained September 2020 on 
the Feast of St. Michael’s and all Angels (September 29 – transferred). So, I am new in 
this way of being in the church, however have been serving in various Diocesan, local 
and Provincial capacities over many years. Currently, I serve at the Archbishop’s 
pleasure as the Diocesan Pastoral Care Coordinator and have been doing so for longer 
than my ordination. 
I/We look forward to being a part of the wonderful family of St. Luke’s and being able to 
worship with you often. Please do say hello to us as you can. I can’t promise to 
remember the many names, however, I am interested in getting to know folks as we 
can. Until we can say hello again, Tracey+ and David Stagg. 
Some will ask “What is a Deacon?” 
I might be able to shed some light on this. There are three Holy Orders – each distinct in 
their vows, obligations, privileges and service. The diaconate is the oldest order as I 
understand it. Very early church leadership – apostles and disciples needed help 
especially tending to the poor, the widowed, the sick, the frail and the outcasts. Knowing 
that we all are God’s people, a special group was designated to follow directly Christ’s 
example to care so deeply and widely – hence the Diaconate or Deacons. There were 
an original seven men chosen as those first Deacons. The earliest known Deaconess is 
Phoebe (Romans 16:1-2). There can be many questions about the work and ministry of 
a Deacon. I would say as a foundation, the work and ministry are of direct service both 
in and out of the church and church community.  
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During the liturgy the Deacon has the privilege and responsibility of proclaiming the 
gospel to all who will hear it. It is lovely to share the gospel among the people in the 
church. This is a symbol of proclaiming the gospel in the world outside of the church. 
The Deacon also has the privilege of preparing the altar for the Holy Eucharist. It is the 
priest who is able to celebrate and consecrate the bread and the wine as a part of that 
priestly ministry. The Deacon’s role in that can be interpreted as an act of service to the 
people in that preparation. Another responsibility is that of proclaiming the dismissal at 
the end of the service. I see this a bit of a commissioning of the people in church to be 
empowered to go forward, remembering whose servant they are, to serve others and 
rejoice in our faith. 
Also, as a Deacon(ness) I have the responsibility to bring the needs of the world to the 
church. Deacons are a voice to advocate, to warn, to challenge, to affirm, to celebrate 
the work done and work that needs to be done. Sometimes that voice is a bit louder and 
uncomfortable in the church. Sometimes it is an awareness. I very much believe the role 
of a Deacon (vocational or transitional) to be that of a bridge; to live in tension and 
harmony within the secular and faithful communities.  
Deacons are not able to pronounce absolution of sins on behalf of God. That too is a 
priestly ministry. Deacons are able to perform all other functions (other than ordination 
of another). 
Our Anglican church has distinctive dress and positioning for the different Holy Orders. 
For example, when the Bishop is in attendance at a service, he or she is expected to 
preside and preach, and they are served by a Deacon, if present. The Deacon and the 
Priest wear their stoles differently, only as a matter of distinction, not of class. All priests 
were once Deacons, as all Bishops were once Deacon and Priests and exercised their 
ministry accordingly. Notice the foundation of the Diaconate? 
While I am in the care and keeping of St. Luke’s and being mentored by The Venerable 
Noel (fancy title as he is an Archdeacon..  "#$%), I am directly responsible to the 
Diocesan Bishop. All Deacons have a direct line, so to speak to the Bishop and are able 
bring voice to areas of concern and grace. 
This is only a bit about the order of the Diaconate and it’s wide and deep ministries. As I 
learn and grow in this diaconal ministry, I am humbled to be influenced by the 
community of St. Luke’s and the pastoral care ministry that I bring to the Diocese as a 
whole. 
Please do not hesitate to ask me more, if you like. 
May we all walk in the path of our Lord; may we all hear the cries of the hurting, may we 
all reach out our hands to our fellow brothers and sisters; may we know whose servant 
we truly are.                                    
In peace, 
Rev. Tracey 
Deaconess "#$% 
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Prayer during a Pandemic 
This is from St. Paul's Church in Lexington, Kentucky and was provided by the Primate, Archbishop Linda Nicholls, to 
PWRDF, who posted it on their website. 

May we who are merely inconvenienced                                                           
Remember those whose lives are at stake.                                       
May we who have no risk factors,                                                   
Remember those most vulnerable.                                                                                  
May we who have the luxury of working from home                                            
Remember those who must choose between preserving their own health or making their 
rent.                                                                                                                                    
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close   
Remember those who have no options.                                                                       
May we who have to cancel our trips                                                                          
Remember those who have no safe place to go.                                                              
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all.                                                               
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home                                                       
Remember those who have no home.                                                                             
As fear grips our country                                                                                                   
Let us choose love.                                                                                                       
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other,             
Let us find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbour.                         
Amen 

 

 
 
 


