
 
 

 

Content Note: Sexual Misconduct 

 

April 26, 2022 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

Many of you will have heard the news from last week that Mark MacDonald, formerly the 

National Indigenous Anglican Archbishop, has resigned and relinquished all exercise of ordained 

ministry due to acknowledged sexual misconduct. The Anglican Church of Canada Primate, 

Archbishop Linda Nicholls, has written a pastoral letter about this to the whole church, which 

you can find on the website anglican.ca. 

 

This experience has no doubt been devastating for the complainant, and I first and foremost ask 

your prayers for them and all involved. We pray also for the Sacred Circle and the Anglican 

Council of Indigenous Peoples, as this comes at a critical time in the further emergence of self-

determination with the recent presentation of the founding documents The Covenant and Our 

Way of Life. It is likewise heartbreaking for all who have known Mark as a gifted and well-loved 

bishop in our church, as well as a friend to many in our diocese. We pray for him and his family 

as well during this time. 

 

Sexual misconduct and abuse are issues in our church and are painful topics to talk about. It is 

traumatic especially for those who have experienced assault and not been believed or 

acknowledged. The topic brings up a whole host of powerful emotions: anger, sadness, grief, and 

fear. It is significant that this announcement comes in April, which is also Sexual Assault 

Awareness Month. This is the month that many organizations use to highlight sexual violence as 

a public health, human rights, and social justice issue, and to reinforce the need for prevention 

efforts. This latest revelation is a reminder to all of us of the importance of this issue in our 

church. Sadly, sexual misconduct happens far more often than we know.  

 

In 2017, when the hashtag #Churchtoo was created, a shocking number of survivors came 

forward across the Christian world to tell their own stories of sexual assault within the church. 

Last week’s news is not an isolated incident in the Anglican Church of Canada. The February 

2022 open letter published by #ACCtoo expresses deep concern about how people who report 

abuses to church leaders and structures are treated and listened to and how their confidentiality 

and personal details are shared. To date, more than 400 people have co-signed this letter 

(including many from the diocese of Edmonton) calling on our church to adopt policies and 

approaches which are survivor-centered and trauma-informed, rather than institutionally focused. 

 

This is a watershed moment for the church. We are in a new season in which many of our sins 

and failings are coming to light. Because of this growing awareness, we must be very clear that 

https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022-04-20-Pastoral-Letter-to-the-Church.pdf
https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/SC-covenant-owol_single.pdf
https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/SC-covenant-owol_single.pdf
https://www.acctoo.ca/open-letter/


manipulation and coercion by those in positions of authority – be it through sexual misconduct or 

otherwise – are not something that should ever be just ‘swept under the rug.’ Rather, these 

concerns need to be dealt with transparently, comprehensively, and with the needs of the 

complainant at the forefront. 

 

In our own diocese, we are working to ensure our own procedures are adequate and effective, 

and a comprehensive review and revision of these policies will be completed before this summer. 

We are also reviewing how we can further educate our clergy and volunteers across the diocese 

to create increased awareness of how to reduce the risk of abuse as well as how to deal with 

allegations that are brought forward.  We will also create ways to talk about these issues 

regularly. This will be completed and in place before our Synod in October. 

 

The church must be a safe place for all people if we are going to be true to the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. It is heartbreaking when revelations arise about church leaders abusing the trust given to 

them. We are in a time of repentance and humility, and we are grateful for those who call the 

church to repent. It is also a time for renewed commitment to being the church Jesus calls us to 

be.  We are in a new season indeed, when we are confronted by the resurrected Jesus who both 

reminds us of our betrayals but also holds before us the challenging promise of new life. 

 

Yours in Christ,  

 

The Right Rev. Stephen London 

 

The Very Rev. Alexandra Meek 

 

The Ven. Lee Bezanson 

 

The Ven. Susan Oliver 

 

The Ven. Travis Enright 

 

The Ven. Richard King 

 

The Ven. Jordan Ware 


