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Stay in Ephesus and tell those teaching 

different doctrines to Stop the 
nonsense!

Honor, discipline, and choosing of leaders: 1Tim. 5:17-15

What this message is about

Paul instructs Timothy to make 
sure that leaders are honored, 
accountable, and carefully chosen. 

Purpose of  this message

To challenge leaders and followers 
about the importance of  good 
leadership in the church and to 
present the biblical balance about 
how leaders are to be honored, 
held accountable, and selected. 

1. Faithful leaders are to be treated 
with honor and respect. 

1Tim. 5:17-18

Let the elders who rule well be 
considered worthy of  double 
honor, especially those who labor 
in preaching and teaching. 

1Tim. 5:17-18
18 For the Scripture says, “You 
shall not muzzle an ox when it 
treads out the grain,” and, “The 
laborer deserves his wages.” 
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2. Leaders are accountable, but any 
discipline should follow due 
process. 

1Tim. 5:19-21

Do not admit a charge against an 
elder except on the evidence of  
two or three witnesses. 20 As for 
those who persist in sin, rebuke 
them in the presence of  all, so that 
the rest may stand in fear. 

1Tim. 5:19-21
21 In the presence of  God and of  
Christ Jesus and of  the elect 
angels I charge you to keep these 
rules without prejudging, doing 
nothing from partiality. 

Deut. 19:15-21

“A single witness shall not suffice 
against a person for any crime or 
for any wrong in connection with 
any offense that he has committed. 
Only on the evidence of  two 
witnesses or of  three witnesses 
shall a charge be established. 

Deut. 19:15-21
16If  a malicious witness arises to 
accuse a person of  wrongdoing, 
17then both parties to the dispute 
shall appear before the LORD, 
before the priests and the judges 
who are in office in those days. 

Deut. 19:15-21
18The judges shall inquire 
diligently, and if  the witness is a 
false witness and has accused his 
brother falsely, 19then you shall do 
to him as he had meant to do to his 
brother. So you shall purge the evil 
from your midst. 
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Deut. 19:15-21
19then you shall do to him as he 
had meant to do to his brother. So 
you shall purge the evil from your 
midst. 20And the rest shall hear 
and fear, and shall never again 
commit any such evil among you. 

Deut. 19:15-21
21Your eye shall not pity. It shall be 
life for life, eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot. 

3. Leaders should be selected 
carefully.

1Tim. 5:22

Do not be hasty in the laying on of  
hands, nor take part in the sins of  
others; keep yourself  pure. 

James 3:1

Not many of  you should become 
teachers, my brothers, for you 
know that we who teach will be 
judged with greater strictness. 

4. Leaders should maintain balance
in health and attitude.
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1Tim. 5:23-25
23 (No longer drink only water, but 
use a little wine for the sake of  
your stomach and your frequent 
ailments.)

1Tim. 5:23-25
24 The sins of  some people are 
conspicuous, going before them to 
judgment, but the sins of  others 
appear later. 25 So also good works 
are conspicuous, and even those 
that are not cannot remain hidden.

Next Step

For followers: 

Show honor to leadership in the 
church yet hold them accountable 
in fairness and dignity. 

Next Step

For leaders: 

Treat your leadership as a 
stewardship of  what belongs to 
God. In this be authentic and 
accountable. 

Next Step

For leaders: 

But do not let the pressures of  
leadership or the inconsistency of  
people cause you to become 
unbalanced in your health or 
attitude.
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