
Lay Preachers’ Bulletin – April 2022 

April’s lectionary notes have been provided by The Rev. Dr. Catherine 
Holland, Incumbent of Big Sky Anglican Parish – All Saints, Oyen, and St. 
John, New Brigden. 

April 3 – Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Philippians 3:4b-14 (Propers BAS Page 294) 

This passage is a great example of one giving up one’s life for the 
sake of the gospel – as Jesus commanded in Mk. 8:34-36.   
† Paul was very proud of how efficiently and faithfully he lived 

according to the Law -- at least as far as he carried out his 
Pharisaic duties to ensure every interpretation was adhered to.  
Yet, for all his perfection in his adherence to his religious 
tradition, the material gains did not bring him closer to Christ. 
o This passage is not about condemning Jewish tradition or

what constitutes right ritual, creeds, or doctrine. When Paul
says what he was doing was rubbish, it had more to do with
his attitude and motivation for his actions.  He was caught up
in himself, and how perfect he appeared to be as a Pharisee.
He was clinging to what was; he could only see God through
what he considered ‘right belief’ and right rituals.

o What personal or congregational traditions do we cling to,
especially when the “Word of the Lord” seems to call us in a
different direction?  How do some of our traditions put up
stumbling blocks towards those who are seeking to join our
journey of faith in Christ?



† It is very encouraging when Paul says that he leaves the past 
behind him.  What confidence he had in knowing that for all his 
transgressions – and they were many – Christ truly forgave him; 
Christ truly made him new.  Society today loves to malign people 
based on their past; there is no allowance that we grow, we 
learn, we change.  Yet that is what following Christ is all about.   
o Can we be as confident as Paul was, and let go of something 

that causes us guilt from our past?  Can we be encouraged 
by Paul confidence? 

o Can we follow Paul’s example and let the past go, not only our 
own, but other people too?  Can we be bold enough to speak 
out in defence of those who have learned, grown, and 
changed? 

 
† There is a connection to today’s gospel.  Paul was essentially 

saying that his zealousness for ‘right tradition’ was really a 
superficial faith.  Judas Iscariot’s criticism that the oil should 
have been sold for the poor was also identified as superficial 
faith.  He said the right words that were in line with Jesus’ 
teachings – a good ‘sound bite’. Perhaps superficial is a harsh 
word; but at times the work of the gospel is such that we’d rather 
find the easier road – cling to what we know; say what we know 
people expect us to say.  Yet Mary turned that upside down – 
breaking tradition with anointing the one who should be doing 
the anointing with expensive oil.  Dedication to her Christ had no 
cost.  Paul’s admission that he got it wrong, came at great cost 
to his reputation and well-being.  When are we challenged to do 
the hard thing?  Are we snuggled in a comfortable pew?  What 
makes us get up and do?   What is the cost? 
 



† “I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of 
God in Christ Jesus” (v. 14).  Is heaven / eternal life just a prize?  
Or is there some responsibility towards achieving that goal? Is it 
– the path to heaven -- just a foot race run passing spectators 
and other participants along the way, or is it helping others along 
the way to achieve the same goal? 
 
 

April 10 – The Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday 
Philippians 2:5-11 and Luke 22:14 – 23:56  
(Propers BAS Page 297) 
 
With so many words to hear and contemplate on this Sunday, it is 
tempting not to preach.  I will confess, that is the temptation that I 
usually give into.  However, it is an opportunity for congregations 
to bring those events into the context of the assembly.   
 
† Jesus “did not regard equality with God as something to be 

exploited but emptied himself” (Phil. 2:6-7).  That is, Jesus pours 
himself out for the sake of others, and asks us to do the same.  
As Barbara Brown Taylor notes in her reflection upon 
Philippians 2:5-111 “On Palm Sunday, we do not focus on what 
we believe about Jesus.  We focus on what he did, and what we 
are able to do because he did.” 
o It is important to consider “what we are able to do” otherwise 

we fall into the same trap as Judas Iscariot from last week’s 
gospel – of parroting what people expect us to say rather than 
being realistic about what we can do.   Are we able to trust 
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that small acts can be mighty acts when done in accordance 
with the Gospel? 

o Two prayers come from the passion reading in Luke:  to pray 
them can be an act of emptying oneself in service for Christ: 
“Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are 
doing (23:34) and “Father, into your hands I commend my 
spirit” (23:46).   

o As we have approached the end of the Lenten season, people 
could be invited to reflect upon their Lenten sacrifice/discipline 
(if they chose to engage in one).  Were they able to remain 
faithful to their original intent?  Did the Holy Spirit pull them in 
surprising direction from where they thought they would be?  
What did they empty out that need not return?  

o Staying with the Lenten discipline theme and contemplating 
the procession to Jerusalem:  what proclaimed “Hosanna!, 
Blessed is the One”? 

o Has your community of faith been transformed in anyway 
through this Lenten season?  What Word has Christ given to 
you? 

 
 
April 17 – The Sunday of the Resurrection 
John 20:1-18 (Propers BAS Page 335) 
 
Again, it could be tempting to just let the words of Scripture flood 
over us and let the stories be. But, it can never get old to proclaim 
God.  To be today’s witnesses to what Jesus has done – for us, for 
our community, for ….?  Like Christmas, the Resurrection is a day 
when heaven and earth are one with God.  The resurrection is 
central for Christian faith.  Jesus came into the world to offer a new 



beginning with God; a reconciliation between the self-centred 
human and the Divine desires that lead to a peace in life and living 
which is beyond our understanding.  The resurrection is the one act 
of God where states unequivocally God cannot be removed from 
this earth or destroyed in anyway.   
† The most common message of the cross is “Jesus died for not 

only our personal, but the sins of the world”.  The resurrection 
confirms the forgiveness of sin.  Retaliation and punishment 
were not the reasons Jesus came back from the dead.  How 
have you struggled with forgiving those who have wronged or 
betrayed you?  How have you experienced being forgiven by 
friend, or family member? By Jesus? 

 
† The three people at the tomb experienced the reality of the 

resurrection in different ways. 
 
o   The Beloved Disciple, upon hearing Mary Magdalene’s 

report jumps up and runs to the tomb, arriving before Peter 
and Mary.  He doesn’t need to go into the tomb to have 
Mary’s story confirmed; he just believes.  He is one of the 
world’s gifted ‘eternal optimists’.  Would that describe you?  
Could you be like him and believe with little or no proof? Do 
you have the boundless optimism to ignore the nay-sayers 
and see possibilities for newness beyond decline and 
decay? 

o Peter, on the other hand is a little more difficult to 
understand.  He joins the race to the tomb even though he 
essentially ran away from Jesus at the time of his arrest 
and crucifixion.  What brought him back?  What brings you 
back?  Guilt?  Wanting to hear those words of forgiveness 



again?  Wanting to start over with God?  Do you relate to 
Peter’s struggle? 

o Mary Madeline is there at the tomb with no expectations.  
Only the desire to mourn her dead friend and to properly 
bury him according to the traditions of the day.  In the stress 
of her grief, she doesn’t recognize angels, yet somehow 
Jesus’ voice calling her name stirred her heart to know it 
was him.  He was there.  How have you unexpectedly 
encountered Jesus?  How did you know it was him calling 
out to you? 

 
† There are scholars that remind us that the resurrection stories 

are commission stories --sending believers out into the world to 
tell everyone that all that death in all its forms in this world does 
not get the last word.  There is a resurrection – heaven for our 
days beyond earthly life; new creation, new life when health, life-
style choices, and calamity prevent us bearing fruit that will last.  
How do we tell everyone that death is not the last word?  Mary 
obeyed Jesus and told what she witnessed to be true.  Can we 
follow her example? 

 
 
April 24 -- Second Sunday of Easter 
John 20:19-31 (Propers BAS Page 336) 
 
Here we are at the gospel usually dubbed as the “Doubting 
Thomas” story.  And, for many preachers, that moniker, when 
offered as the prime interpretation, is tiresome and trivializes 
Thomas’ need to experience the truth for himself. 
 



† It certainly is ok to doubt what we are being told.  It is ok to 
want some sort of sign or empirical fact that what is being said 
is true.  Jesus, himself, warned of believing and following false 
prophets.  However, it is not ok to doubt and then close 
oneself off to the possibilities of encountering the very truth 
one says s/he needs to witness.  While Thomas was not with 
his friends at the time Jesus appeared to them, he did not 
discount them, or refuse to be with them at another time.  His 
willingness to still include himself in the group left him open to 
the possibility that he would encounter the risen Christ.  

 
† Thomas was explicit about what the sign would be for him to 

know Jesus – “the mark of the nails in his hands and put [his] 
finger in the mark of the nails … (v. 25)”  The writer of John’s 
Gospel is explicit in stating that he wants people to know the 
signs that confirmed to the world Jesus is the Messiah.  
Thomas’ statement was a form of prayer, letting Jesus know 
what he needed.  Jesus answered Thomas’ prayer.  When 
have you cried out in exasperation wanting a sign that Jesus 
is present?  To comfort, to heal, to lighten a burden.  How 
were those prayers answered? 
 

† Have there been times when you are preparing to receive 
Holy communion that you have silently offered your prayer for 
Jesus’ presence, comfort, healing … What did you experience 
as you received the Eucharistic symbols of his body and 
blood.   Have you experienced the presence of Christ during 
the Eucharist in surprising ways? 
 



† The encounter between Thomas and Jesus always seems to 
take centre stage with this passage.  The first meeting Jesus 
had with his disciples is equally significant.  “[Jesus] breathed 
on them” (v. 22). “As God breathed into a creature of dust, and 
humanity first came to life, so here the Christ enlivens [his] 
disciples”2  Contemplate how this breath breathed into us is 
not only for the purpose of sustaining our life, but it is there for 
us to breathe out – to inspire our words of proclamation.  What 
kind of Word are we being asked to share?  Who is being 
commissioned to share those words – only the ‘called’ 
preachers, priests and pastors? (I hope not). 
 

† Jesus spoke an invitation to Thomas to ‘touch and see’.  This 
brings to my mind the words we use from Ps. 34 at the time 
of breaking the bread for Holy Communion:  “Taste and see 
that the Lord is good, happy are they who trust in him” (Ps. 
34:8).  Thomas’ response to that invitation was “My Lord and 
my God!”.  Recall an experience where your response could 
only be “My Lord and my God!” 
 

† Jesus’ words: “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe” (v. 29) is not a slight on Thomas’ faith.  
Jesus was preparing the disciples for the day when their 
proclamation will be without Jesus’ physical presence.  They 
will be the ones blessing people with their words of witness to 
the greatness, the power and the glory of God, through Jesus 
the Risen One. 
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